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SESSION 1:  THE QUEST: WHAT IS THE GREATEST POWER? 
 

WORDS FOR TEACHER REFLECTION 
 

"Discovery consists in seeing what everybody else has seen and thinking what nobody 
else has thought." 
Albert Szent-Györgyi 
 
"The essence of science lies not in discovering facts but in discovering new ways of 
thinking about them." 
W.L. Bragg 

 
OVERVIEW & LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

 
In this session, you will be using a book entitled, The Greatest Power, by the award winning 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ 5ŜƳƛΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ-the-
ōƻȄΦέ   
 
In The Greatest Power, the book opens to find a boy emperor gazing into the night sky.  This 
boy, Emperor Ping, finds great joy in the harmony he sees in the stars but he is troubled by 
his decision to find a candidate for prime minister.   Because he wishes to find a candidate 
who shares his love of harmony, Emperor Ping challenges all the children in his kingdom to 
show him the greatest power in the world.  Emperor Ping announces: "To know the greatest 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜΧ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
become the new prime minister."   
 
The children accept his challenge.  Some children are convinced that harmony is wrought by 
exhibiting power.  Other children find that beauty is the path to finding harmony.  Some 
children erect harmonious buildings.  However, one child, a girl named Sing, is perplexed by 
answers presented by the other children.  She questions how any of those things can be the 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ  {ƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ŀ ōƛǘ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻȄέ ǘƻ ŘŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
greater power is.  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ {ƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ tƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 
named Prime Minister.    
 

MATERIALS AND DIRECTIONS  
 
There are very few materials needed for this session.  You will need to borrow the book, The 
Greatest Power by Demi from the library.   
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SESSION AT A GLANCE  
 
1. Setting the Stage (20 minutes) ς 
Greetings and community building. 
2.  Exploration (15 minutes) ς Student 
exploration of book and activities. 
3.  Time Travel Gathering (5 minutes) ς 
Lighting of chalice and closing 

SETTING THE STAGE 
 
Read the opening pages of the Demi 
book.   
 
THE QUESTΥ Lƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ άǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
great parade, and in that parade each of 
you will show me that you think is the 
greatest power in the world.  To know the 
greatest power in the world is to know 
the greatest peace.  Whoever knows this 
harmony will become the new prime 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ά! 
ǿƛǎŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
left the palace to begin their quest. 
 

EXPLORATION 
 
IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  
IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀƴȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ   
Come back and discuss their thoughts.   
 
Read the remainder of the Demi book.  Focus on the answer that Sing provides the 
Emperor.   
 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƛƴƎΦ  ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ this 
ǎŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
seed is what makes the seed rise from the earth.  The nothing in this seed is 
what is fed by water, air and the fire of the sun to bloom into a glorious flower 
that turns its face toward the heavens.  And when the flower sleeps again, it 
releases new seeds into the earth, which are fed by water, air, and the fire of the 
sun to bloom into new flowers.  The nothing in this seed is Eternal Lifeτit 
continues from seed to seed, forever and ever in perfect harmony.  So, Life is the 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ   

 
Pass out an acorn seed to each child and ask them to remember the seed and what it meant 
in the Demi book.  Tell the kids that the title of the class they are in is Exploring Our 
Originsτand that next session they will be thinking of additional quests/questions one 
would ask if they were exploring the origin of the universe and all that is found on Earth. 
  

TIME TRAVEL GATHERING 
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Light your class chalice and use the familiar UU affirmation restated below. 
 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism. 
This is the church of the open mind. 
This is the church of the loving heart. 
This is the church of the helping hands. 


