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Everything is ceremony in the wild garden of
childhood. ~ Pablo Neruda
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Re s o u rc e s fo r t h i s M o n t h ' s T h e m e :
Ritual
Read:

Watch:

The Primacy of Worship by Von Ogden Vogt Published in 1958, this book served as the
go-to resource for Unitarians in creating a
coherent and up-to-date liturgical framework.
Some of our congregations still use his model.

The Remains of the Day - Anthony Hopkins and
Emma Thompson play a butler and housekeeper
serving a member of the British aristocracy.
An interesting portrayal of the ritualized life of
the upper class.

The Re-Enchantment of Everyday Life by Thomas
Moore - The author of the best-selling Care
of the Soul introduces practices and rituals
one can apply both at home and in the wider
world to enhance one’s sense of appreciation
and connection.

Bull Durham - Professional athletes are known
for the rituals they develop in an effort to
maintain high performance.This is especially true
of baseball players as they try to avoid slumps.

Coming Back to Life by Joanna Macy & Molly
Brown - We’ve utilized this valuable book
in retreats. It contains individual and group
rituals for processing our sense of loss and
despair over the destruction of the natural
environment, and renewing our hope and
sense of commitment to its healing.
Drawing Down the Moon by Margot Adler This comprehensive survey of the modern
pagan and wiccan movements contains
valuable descriptions of their respective
rituals, in theory and practice. Adler was a
noted pagan, as well as a UU.
Guadalupe – Our Lady of New Mexico by
Jacqueline Dunnington - The Virgin of
Guadalupe is a beloved figure among
Southwestern persons of Hispanic origin.
Pageants and pilgrimages in her honor are
as memorable as they are unique.

The King’s Speech - As King George VI, Colin
Firth knows very well the rituals and protocols
required of the British monarch, but he is also
willing to violate them when necessary.
The Last Emperor - Few countries were as
heavily invested in ritual as imperial China.
Behind the walls of the Forbidden Palace, the
Emperor’s every move was subjected to scrutiny.

Without art,
we should have no notion of the sacred:
without science,
we should always worship false gods.
~ W.H. Auden
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Re v . E l a t i o n s

by Mic hael A. Sc huler, Senior Minister

Upon arriving in Madison (which seems like ages
ago) one of my first orders of business was to become
familiar with the pattern of weekly worship. What I
discovered was that, like many of the more humanistoriented congregations in our movement, FUS was light
on liturgy.
Service components were pretty much confined to music
and the spoken word. Both the doxology (“From all that
dwell below the skies, etc.”) and the benediction were
unvarying and repeated weekly. The basic assumption
was that people came to the Meeting House to hear a
well-crafted message and to enjoy some expertly performed
classical music. But the two elements previously mentioned
were more than window-dressing; they supplied the ritual
continuity that many people seemed to crave.
Although my contract with the Society permitted me
to manage its worship life in whatever way I deemed
appropriate, I knew better than to retire old, or introduce
too many novel elements. The doxology stayed, for the
time being at least. But I also felt something important was
missing: the “lighting of the chalice.”
The congregation wasn’t completely unaware of this
increasingly common UU ritual, but previously it had been
incorporated into worship only on those rare occasions
when the intent was “intergenerational.” Why not at
other times? The reason, I was informed, was that visible
symbols like the chalice were important to a child’s faith
development, but more mature and rational adults could
dispense with them.
And indeed, when I began the practice of chalice
lighting as part of adult worship, several members expressed
concern that I had introduced a primitive “Roman
Catholic” convention into our services. Those folks have got
a thing about lighting candles, don’t they? But gradually
the ritual gained acceptance, as did the “Sharing of Joys
and Sorrows” accompanied by yet more candle lighting.
FUS doesn’t exactly go overboard in its use of ritual; no one
would accuse us of being “high church.” But we no longer
regard it as kid stuff either. Frankly, I’ve been surprised at
how eagerly many of our “mature” members have embraced
ritual as part of our annual flower and water communion
services. Congregational candle lighting at Christmas
is always a big draw, and pretty much everybody in
attendance participates in the “Regrets and Hopes” ritual I
introduced several years ago on the last Sunday of the
calendar year. Young parents eagerly sign up to have their
children dedicated with water and thornless roses.

Michael

For us, however, all of the foregoing
is optional. Unitarian Universalist
congreg at ions are func t ion ally
independent and nothing says we must
all conform to a prescribed pattern
of worship. While there is, in fact,
considerable uniformity with respect
to worship, we are all free to do
our own thing – and we do. Thus,
UU liturgies run the gamut from
Anglican-influenced King’s Chapel with
its communion rail and Christocentric
prayers, to the small Fellowship I grew
up in with a lecture and comment
period bookended by Thelonious
Monk played on a turntable.
Wild animals engage in mating rituals
as a matter of instinct, but in this area
perhaps instinct guides us humans
more than we think. The difference
is that we have the capacity to invent
rituals, but we do seem to need them
in one form or another. And so, the
martial arts student bows humbly
upon entering the dojo; on weekends
the tech geek joins a pagan circle for
a thorough immersion in ritual; the
lapsed Catholic remembers fondly the
“smells and bells” of the Roman Mass.
What’s going on here? Well, as Louis
Armstrong once said of jazz, “If you
have to ask what it is, you’ll never
know.”
- Michael

Tradition is not the worship of ashes, but the preservation of fire.
~ Gustav Mahler
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From the President

b y R o b S a v a g e , P r e s i d e n t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

The Board of Trustees has been working
with Michael and Monica to craft a Strategic
Plan for guiding our efforts to realize our
Visions of Ministry and Mission. The Board of
Trustees did a SWOT analysis to assure that
our Strategic Planning effort accounts for
our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities,
and Threats. Strengths are characteristics of
FUS that support our efforts to accomplish
our goals.A weakness is a characteristic of our
organization, which could interfere with
fulfilling our mission and reaching our Visions
of Ministry.
Among the strengths that were identified were:
• A skilled and dedicated staff and leaders
• A large, strong, diverse welcoming
congregation
• We have some generous members
It is the time of year to prove our generosity
by paying our pledges and make new pledges
for the next year. Generous and timely pledges
help us budget for the new year and support
our ongoing efforts to accomplish our Visions
of Ministry.
One weakness I wanted to point out is that
it can be hard for new members to integrate
into our large congregation.The New Member
Ministry Team is starting a new initiative to help
connect newcomers.

Rob

Creating Connections – a Guide for Buddies
With the help of established members, we want
to implement a buddy system—linking members
who have successfully integrated into the life
of the church with those who have only
recently “signed the book.” Established Member
Buddies (EMBs) would be matched with New
Member Buddies (NMBs) based on common
characteristics. The purpose is to help new
members make connections with people and events
within FUS. As this effort gets off the ground, they
will be looking for volunteers to be buddies.
This might be a fun opportunity for you to
support our church and make new friends. If you
are interested or have questions, please contact
Anne Mosser.
We all value our community and appreciate how
well it meets our needs. Help it stay healthy
by pledging generously. I challenge you to take
on some task, big or small, that keeps us vibrant
and helps us move toward fully realizing our
Visions of Ministry.

The unique value of the ‘authentic’ work of art has its
basis in ritual, the location of its original use value.
~ Walter Benjamin
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Taking My Leave

by Eric Severson, Ministerial Intern

The older I get, it seems, the harder it is to say
good-bye.I would expect that this would get easier
over time, but not so for me. I’m becoming more and
more sentimental.
At the final performance, a year ago, of Billy Elliot:
The Musical at La Crosse Community Theatre, it was
impossible to part from my fellow cast members
without tears. We had spent two intense months
of nearly daily rehearsing and bonding over a very
powerful story.
Parting from my wife, Ellen, for ten months to
engage in this internship was initially very hard. We
each burst into tears in the driveway before she
drove home to La Crosse. We had never really been
apart for more than a week or two over our 27
years of marriage (I am grateful for her patience, love,
and determination).
And so I find myself in the final weeks of my time
with you. I cannot believe how quickly time went
by! Thank you for serving as a teaching church, a
vessel for my learning and growth. I have gained
a great many insights, bits of knowledge, and
have developed my skills. I have discovered things
about myself and about professional ministry that I
hadn’t known before.
I want to thank Michael and Kelly for their
professional mentoring and guidance, FUS’s top-notch
staff members, and the board of trustees. Thank
you to the Intern Ministry Team (Lorna Aaronson,
Kirsten Seeber, Doug Hill, Chris Carlsen, and Sam
Bates) for their insights and support -- particularly
Lorna, for her welcome, wisdom, and wit. Thank
you to the Equity Ministry Team, the Caregiver
Support Group, the Campus Ministry group, the
seniors at Oakwood and Capital Lakes, and all the
volunteers with whom I have spent time.

Eric

Thank you to Chuck Stonecipher and
others who contributed funds to make
the intern’s stipend possible. Thanks to
neighbors Trevor and Rose Stephenson
for early transportation assistance, the
O’Flanagan family for their hospitality, and
to Dave and Lori Creswell, who graciously
allowed me to rent their home during
this time. I would not have had this
tremendous experience without all of you.
I am excited about the future, both for
you and for me, but do not be surprised
if I shed a few tears when I deliver
my final sermon on May 28. Every
encounter seems to matter more now:
Every word spoken or note sung or played.
A toddler picking up cushions after a story.
Being present with someone in silence
or experiencing times of deep personal
sharing. A moment’s praise or criticism
-- or a hug or handshake -- after the
service. Bearing witness together in the
struggle for Beloved Community, whether
in the Landmark, the Atrium, or on the
city streets. I will not soon forget this
experience, so thank you. Blessings and
best wishes to you all.
Until we meet again, peace.

Purification and redemption are such recurrent themes in ritual because there is a clear and
ubiquitous need for them: we all do regrettable things as a result of our own circumstances,
and new rituals are frequently invented in response to new circumstances.
~ Susan Cain
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Taking Care of Business
by Monica Nolan, Executive Director

Financial Update
At the end of the third quarter, across our four
FUS accounts (Operating Fund, Designated Fund,
Capital Fund and TDAmeritrade) we have a total
of $274,623 in liquid assets. Our Designated Fund
balance is $158K. Our Capital Fund balance is at
$153K. And we have $29K in our TDAmeritrade
account, thanks to bond and stock donations.
Year-to-date in the Operating Fund, we’ve
budgeted for $1,378,043 in income and $1,425,150
in expenses, projecting a net loss of $47,107.
On March 31, we had nearly $28K less than
anticipated in net income.
Our Operating Fund being in the red in the third
quarter is not a surprise. Every year, when the
booming second quarter ends, we keep faith that
we’ll see an influx of pledge payments and other
income before the end of the fourth quarter, and
usually we do. We manage this annual cash flow
issue by lending to ourselves from the Designated
Fund, a pot of money set aside by staff and the
board to support special projects that lie outside
the Operating Fund. This year is no different, but
we have taken measures to ensure this temporary
lending is transparent and easy to understand.
If you remember, last year we squeaked by at the
end of the fiscal year with a $1,176 surplus in our
Operating Budget.That was a great success, but was
also cutting it a bit close for my liking. I’d love to see
us do even better this fiscal year, and that depends
largely on us paying our pledges in full, before
June 30, 2017, or by making unpledged donations.
Year-to-date, we’ve fallen behind in pledge payments,
with $49K less received than anticipated.

Staff and volunteers will continue to reach
out to folks with outstanding pledge balances
(who don’t have an automatic withdrawal set
up) via an email blast, a reminder mailing, and
a phone-a-thon to attempt to remedy this
situation sooner, rather than later.
Failure to end this fiscal year in the black
would mean that we’re not able to pay back
all of those designated funds that we’ve lent
to ourselves. It’s a blessing to have those
savings, and we’d like to avoid diminishing
them at all costs.
The rate at which our members make good
on their pledges is historically high, with 97
to 98 percent fulfilling their pledges in full.
We don’t have any evidence that this will
change this year. I trust that our pledging
members and affiliates still want to support and
maintain high standards in our worship
services, musical performances, social justice
work, and education programs. Thanks to
our ongoing shared commitment to our
community, we’re able to collaboratively
explore spiritual, ethical, and social issues in
a safe and nurturing environment.
As always, if you have any questions about
the budget, or our financial well-being,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at
monican@fusmadison.org. Also, please join
us on Sunday, May 7, at 12:30 p.m. to see and
hear a full overview of our financials to date
and to look at how we’re preparing for a
successful year ahead.
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Upcoming Parish Meetings
'Tis the season of parish meetings! We hope you’ll
join us for the following meetings, to remain actively
engaged with the ins and outs of our community.
Finance Forum on Sunday, May 7, from 12:30 - 2 p.m.
Join us in the Atrium Auditorium to learn more about
our current financial landscape and the proposed 20172018 budgets. For review of the full agenda, please check
out the Finance Forum event on our homepage. Come
enjoy delicious fare by the Food Haulers! Childcare is
available, if reserved ahead of time. (Please register at
http://fusmadison.org/childcare by Monday, May 1.)
The agenda will include:
• Financial update
• Budget presentation
• Annual Campaign update
• Capital Campaign
• Sanctuary
• Q&A time
Parish Meeting on Sunday, June 4, from 12:30-2 p.m.
Many exciting prospects are on the horizon,
including an analysis of our role in the Sanctuary
Movement, a proposed Capital Campaign, the approval
of our annual budgets, and new board and committee
members to be approved. Stay tuned for an official
agenda next month.
I look forward to seeing a record number of you then!

Ritual is the act of sanctifying
action – even ordinary actions – so
that it has meaning: I can light a
candle because I need the light or
because the candle represents the
light I need.
~ Christina Baldwin
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Bringing It Home: a

page for parents & kids

b y Ke l l y J . C ro c ke r, M i n i s t e r o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L i f e

The Spirit in a Family
Children are naturally full of wonder and are able
to see magic in the world, in both the extraordinary
and the ordinary. Creating family rituals help them
connect to the world, their family, and themselves.
These rituals help them get connected and stay
connected as they grow and mature. Rituals impart
a sense of family identity (who are we and what’s
important to us), provide comfort and security, help us
to navigate change and solve problems when needed,
pass on our family’s history, help us heal from loss
or trauma, and help us to create wonderful new
memories. Here, in Unitarian Universalism, there is
enormous freedom in how we choose to practice our
faith, and at times we need help figuring out how to
bring our values and beliefs to life in the everyday. Family
traditions are wonderful; we know the joy of
re-creating special moments and traditions that were
passed on to us from parents or grandparents. And
in our lives today, we need to invent new rituals and
traditions for our families that will inspire and instruct,
rituals that are simple yet profound, practical and fun.
Anything you do together deliberately can become a
ritual, with a little flourish and excitement to lift it out of
the routine. Ritual is for special occasions and it is
also for the everyday. This month’s Family Pages
are full of ideas to bring ritual into the life of your
family. Give some a try and let me know how it goes.

Kelly

Breathing Meditation
Invite everyone to sit comfortably and
quietly with eyes closed and then offer
these words to guide the meditation. Be
aware of your breathing. Focus on the way
the air enters your nose and then how it
feels when you breathe out.What does it
feel like? If other thoughts come, let them
pass gently away like clouds moving across
the sky. Now count silently as you breathe
in and out. One. Two. Three. When you
get to ten, start counting again.Then sit in
silence.This should just last a few minutes.
You can extend the time as your family
gets used to sitting in silence together.

blessings,
Kelly

Resources

Chalice Lighting

The New Book of Family Traditions by Meg Cox

We light this chalice

A Child’s Book of Blessings and Prayers by Eliza Blanchard

celebrating the flame of life in each of us,

Sunday and Every Day: My Little Book of Unitarian Universalism
by Patricia Frevert

honoring the light we bring into the world,
giving thanks for the family and the life
we create together.
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The Sabbath Box
Consider finding Sabbath time as a family. It can
be an hour, morning, afternoon or evening, or
a day. This is time where you step away from
the busy-ness of everyday life for some simple
time to be together, to rest, nurture your
relationships, be still, restore our souls and
come back to center. Wayne Muller, author
of Sabbath, suggests making a Sabbath Box.
As you begin your Sabbath time (your time
set aside from the world), put things in the
Sabbath Box that you want to leave behind.
The box can hold a cell phone, car keys, and
other small items. For larger items (like TV or
video games) write the name of the item on
an index card and put it in the box.Adults may
want to put in all the lists we have of things
to do. As you enter Sabbath time, share what
you are each putting into the box and why.
You can come up with questions you would
like to talk about as a family, or maybe a book
to read together, or spend time in nature,
anything that brings you peace and calm and
feels restorative to your family.

Morning Rituals
There are many ways you can begin your day together.
You can create your own yoga sequence to wake up
your body and your mind and get yourself ready to
greet the day. You can begin with a chalice lighting, a
word of gratitude for another day to be alive, and a
setting of an intention for the day. Something along the
lines of “Today, I am going to…” or Today, I will…”. It
can be something very simple. Older children can keep
a morning journal where you write down any thoughts
from the night and any hopes you have for the day.

Arbor Day
This year Arbor Day falls on April 28. If you
didn’t get a chance to celebrate yet, take this
as a moment to get in touch with nature, give
thanks, and give back. If you have space, plant a
tree together as a family. Talk about the special
natures of trees, all they give to us and the
earth, how birds nest and how paper is made
from trees, and all the animals that live within
them and how they produce the oxygen we
breathe. You can keep a scrapbook for each
of your trees, adding to it as they grow with
photos or leaves of each one. Include your
child(ren) in the pictures and you can watch
as year after year, they and their trees grow
together. As an alternative, you can walk in the
woods each year, noticing how they change
through time and talking about the gifts of
the trees.

Bedtime Rituals
Taking time to express gratitude for the day and share
hopes for tomorrow is a wonderful way to end the day.
You can address prayers to a loving spirit, you can make
a “thank you” list and an “I hope” list, you can simply have
a bedtime conversation to share your joys and worries
of the day. This can include soothing music, a moment
to focus on your breathing, even a short story or two.
Finding a way to re-connect with your family at the end
of the day is a wonderful way to remind children of the
connections between you that last throughout the
night and always.
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Please Join Us for Cabaret 2017:
An Evening in Ireland!
B y : M o l l y Ke l l y, F U S P ro j e c t C o o rd i n a t o r

The Cabaret Planning Team has an exciting
evening planned for the First Unitarian Society of
Madison’s annual Cabaret on Friday, May 12, from
6-9 p.m. in the Atrium Auditorium and Commons.
We invite you to purchase tickets for “An Evening
in Ireland!”

Y o u wi l l e n j oy :
• A mouthwatering Irish dinner catered by Bunky’s
(Gluten-free and vegan options will be available)
• Irish music performed by Doug Brown & Friends
• A delicious dessert and coffee bar following the
live auction
• And, of course , a variety of wonderful
auction items donated by FUS members and area
businesses.
Now is a great time to purchase tickets for this
special event—our biggest fundraiser of the year!
Tickets are $35 in advance and $40 at the door.
Buy your tickets at www.fusmadison.org/cabaret
today; after services at the Cabaret table; or anytime
during the week at the front desk. Child care is
available with prior registration for children
ages 4 to 10. You can register for child care at
www.fusmadison.org/childcare. The deadline for
signing up for child care is May 5, which is right
around the corner!

You can donate to the auction! Cabaret is only
as strong as the generosity of our congregation.
Our planning team is always grateful to accept
donated events (think Packers tickets or a trip
to next year’s Superbowl!), as well as items and
experiential options (time in a vacation home),
and services (landscape clean-up).

The r e ar e se ve r al ways t o donate
t o C ab ar e t :
• Online at www.fusmadison.org/cabaret
• Fill out a paper form by stopping by our
table after services
• Pick up a form at the front desk during the
week
The deadline for donations is Sunday, May 7,
also coming up quickly!
We need many volunteers to make Cabaret a
success. All volunteers will receive discounted
tickets to the event! We still need help with
bartending, set-up, clean-up, the silent auction,
helping in the kitchen and more.You can learn
more and sign up via www.fusmadison.org/
cabaret.
Thank you for supporting this long-standing,
First Unitarian Society tradition! Don’t miss
the fun!
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Sanctuary: a n

update & invitation to conversation

b y D o r i t B e r g e n , C h a i r p e r s o n o f S a n c t u a r y Ta s k F o r c e

On Sunday, March 19, members attending a special
parish meeting voted to form a task force to learn
about the issues involved with FUS becoming part of
the sanctuary movement.The task force is charged with
submitting its report to the Board of Trustees in May.
Members will vote on any motions that come out of
that report at the June Parish meeting.
At that March meeting, Mario Garcia of Voces de la
Frontera and Rabbi Bonnie Magulies of Wisconsin
Faith Voices for Justice spoke about what our most
vulnerable Madison communities are facing now
and are likely to face in the future concerning
deportation. Both voiced a need to have a network
of congregations to either offer physical sanctuary or
support others who are offering that.

A plan of action that outlines the first
steps to be taken by the staff, the board,
and our ministers is already in place
should the need become urgent before
the June meeting. Barring that slim but
real possibility, we are looking to strike
a balance between educating and seeking
input from as many individuals in our
congregation as possible but still making
decisions quickly enough so that we can
respond in a timely manner to those in
need.
Please feel welcome to contact Dorit
Bergen, task force chairperson, with any
questions or comments.

The Month in Pictures!

All Music Sunday
was a success!
Photo courtesy of
Dan Carnes

currently blooming at FUS:

Dutchman’s Breeches, photo courtesy of Brent
Haglund

Tulips, photo courtesy of Alison Long
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A ritual is the enactment of a myth. And, by participating in the ritual, you are participating in
the myth. And, since myth is a projection of the depth wisdom of the psyche, by participating
in a ritual, participating in the myth, you are being, as it were, put in accord with that wisdom.
~ Joseph Campbell

2017 Annual Campaign

A Special Event

The 2017-2018 annual campaign is still going
strong! Thank you to everyone who has pledged
so far.Your support is appreciated.

Peace Pole Installation

Pledges are our primary source of revenue for
the year: 63% of the budget comes from pledged
contributions. The only way to have success
is for our members and affiliates to pledge. If
you haven’t already done so, please pledge your
support today and help us to reach our
goal. You can pledge online by visiting
www.fusmadison.org/support-us. Or you can
contact Molly Kelly at 608-233-9774, ext. 130,
or mollyk@fusmadison.org. We count on your
support to do the important work that is an FUS
hallmark.Thanks in advance for helping us to meet
our goals.
We stand for so much. Please stand with us.

May 13 & 14

FUS Property

On Mother’s Day weekend, May 13 &
14, Peace Poles will once again be placed
and decorated along FUS property on
University Bay Drive between and after
each of the services. If you would like to
participate in this family-friendly event,
please sign up.
There will be an opportunity to sign up
in the Commons after the services, or
you can contact Roz Woodward at
woodwardrosalind@gmail.com or
608-251-1074 so there will be enough
poles for everyone to decorate.

Re d Le t t e r Da y s
May 7���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Finance Forum
May 12��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Cabaret
May 13 & 14��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Peace Pole Installation
May 20	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. Kelly’s Celebration
May 28�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Eric’s Final Service

A M o n t h o f Se r v i c e s
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Services are Saturdays at 4:30 p.m. & Sundays at 9 & 11 a.m.
May 6 at 4:30 p.m. & May 7 at 9 a.m.

“Coming of Age:
A Service & Ceremony”

May 13 & 14

“In Good Hands”
Eric Severson, Ministerial Intern

This annual Rite of Passage celebrates the
accomplishments and learnings of our Coming
of Age youth. This class spends the year
learning about Unitarian Universalism and
their own beliefs about faith and it’s place in
their lives while working with adult facilitators
and elders. This service is their own beautiful
creation representing the journey they have
been on together, composing and reading Belief
Statements as well as providing the special
music. Please join us for the beloved annual
ritual of celebration, affirmation and joy.

Receiving support, being held in good hands, is more
than just an insurance slogan. Becoming fully present
to one another is a task not only for professional
and lay ministers, but everyone. Reliably trusting and
depending on others is the bedrock of society. Celebrate
with us some of the rituals human beings have created
for maintaining strong connections.

Sunday, May 7 at 11 a.m.

May 20 & 21

“Independence”

FUS High School Youth

On Saturday, a clarinet quartet with FUS members Terri
Felton, Jim O’Brien, Robyn Perrin, and Gail Wirch will
play. On Sunday, the Meeting House Chorus will sing
These Are the Hands by UU composer Keith Arnold and
a special choral closing.

“Journeys in Partnership & Hope:
Flower Communion”

Each year our High School Youth Group
creates a service based on a theme of
importance in their lives. This year they will
reflect on “Independence.” Our service will
also feature our annual Bridging Ceremony,
where we thank our youth for the gifts
they have brought to us and give them our
blessings for their future journeys, wherever
they may lead.

Kelly Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life

Bridging youth will provide the music.

On Saturday, the Teen Choir, directed by Heather
Thorpe, will sing. On Sunday, the Cherub and Choristers
Children’s Choirs will sing for the final time this season.

Ninety-five years ago this June, Norbert Capek created
the Flower Ceremony in his Prague congregation. Each
year, we call to mind the beauty to be found in our
diversity and the strength in our togetherness.This past
summer, 24 UUs travelled to Romania to visit with our
partners.We will share some of their stories and reflect
on how life with our international partners brings us
renewal of faith and a great deal of hope.

May 28

“Pursuing the Vision”
Listen to our Sunday services live on our
website and YouTube!
www.fusmadison.org/worship/livestream/

Eric Severson, Ministerial Intern
Liberal religion holds that the future is open and
unfolding. We all have visions of how we want the
world to be; the trick is getting there. Using tradition
to send us on the right path toward our vision, we will
explore rituals of greeting, parting, and finding our way
on our “hero’s journey.”
The FUS String Band will play the musical offerings.
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Inspirations
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Floating Bridges
Oh what tremendous multitudes,
invisible and ever-changing,
come to this garden
and linger forever!
Every step we take on Earth
takes us to a new world.
Every single footstep
lands on a floating bridge.
I know that there is no such thing
as a straight road.
Only a vast labyrinth
of intricate crossroads.
Our steps incessantly
create as we go
immense spirals
of unfolding pathways.
Oh garden of fresh
possibilities! Oh garden
of all I still am not
but could and should have been!
~Federico Garcia Lorca
(trans. Kate Farrell)

