T h e

M a d i s o n

Number 2

Fe b r u a r y 2 0 1 8

n. a person
who is admired
or idealized
for courage,
outstanding
achievements,
o r
n o b l e
qualities.

e

her o /’h i( ) r o/

Vo l u m e 6 9

U n i t a r i a n

2 • The Madison Unitarian

Resources for Heroes

Read

Watch

Incarnations: A History of India in Fifty Lives by
Sunil Khilnani. The author offers an impressive assortment of brief biographies covering roughly 3000 years. Both heroes and
anti-heroes are woven into this magnificent
historical tapestry.

Invictus - The story is set in South Africa, and
newly-elected president Nelson Mandela
employs the good will and the talent of the
national rugby team to advance the cause of
racial reconciliation.

The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography
by Sidney Poitier. Raised in poverty in the
Bahamas, Poitier arrived in Miami penniless at
age fifteen but within a few years had won an
Oscar – the first by a black actor. He has since
lent his considerable prestige to the struggle
for social and economic justice.
Cultivating the Mind of Love by Thich Nhat Hanh.
This is not only an important commentary on
some essential Buddhist sutras, but one of the
few books by this prolific author in which he
shares his own story, including an early love
interest.
Saints and Sinners by Lawrence Wright. The six
biographies that comprise this volume cover
some unlikely subjects: the Satanist Anton
LaVey, the outspoken atheist Madalyn Murray
O’Hair, and the Baptist minister and gadfly,Will
Campbell. Sometimes it’s hard to separate the
heroes from the scoundrels.

Frida - A compelling drama focused on the life
of the celebrated Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo.
Her tremendous inner strength is revealed as
she deals with severe physical pain, a famous
but unfaithful husband and creative challenges.
The Imitation Game - Alan Turing, a brilliant but
arrogant mathematician, creates a machine
that breaks the German military code despite
collegial mistrust and open hostility. He then
suffers persecution when his homosexuality
comes to light.
Milk - Harvey Milk was the first openly
gay man to be elected to a public office in
California. His courageous and pathbreaking efforts ended in tragedy, as he and San
Francisco’s mayor were both assassinated by
a disgruntled City Supervisor.

Celebrity-worship and hero-worship should not be confused. Yet we confuse them every
day, and by doing so we come dangerously close to depriving ourselves of all real models.
~ Daniel J. Boorstin
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Re v . E l a t i o n s

by Mic hael A. Sc huler, Senior Minister

February seems like an appropriate time period
in which to consider the theme of “heroes.” The
birthdays of both George Washington and Abraham Lincoln fall in this shortest of months, as does
Ronald Reagan’s – undoubtedly a heroic figure in
conservative political circles. Then too, the English
novelist (and Unitarian) Charles Dickens was born
on February 7, he who began his masterwork David
Copperfield with this memorable opening line by
its eponymous protagonist: “Whether I shall turn
out to be the hero of my own life, or whether that
station will be held by anyone else, these pages
must show.”
It’s a rather strange statement, when you think
about it. In the original Greek the word itself –
“hero” – was applied to someone who served as a
protector or champion. One thinks of Odysseus,
returning from the Trojan War to find usurpers
occupying his home and vying for his wife, Penelope’s, affections. Odysseus dispatches his rivals
and thus preserves his wife’s honor. But in a way
Odysseus is also the “hero” of his own life, for he
seizes the initiative and, with only his loyal son at
his side, makes matters right. He neither asks for
nor receives assistance from any outside party.
The term retains some of its original meaning when
applied to a figure like Lincoln, who championed the
Union and the cause of racial justice. First Responders and members of the military may also fit this
profile. These men and women are celebrated as
“protectors” of our life and liberty, even when that
claim – e.g., the Vietnam conflict and the invasion
of Iraq – is more than a little dubious.
We’ve also heard physicians, and surgeons in particular, described as heroic when they use their
skills to save patients given up for lost. But this can
also be a double-edged sword, for in an era of hightech medicine, doctors are sometimes faulted for
employing “heroic measures” to prevent a person
from exercising their right to die.

Michael

In today’s world, it’s increasingly common
for persons who champion certain values or
principles to also be lauded as “heroes.” The
Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
demonstrated a grim determination to stay
on the bench even while battling cancer, to
the relief of many progressives. On the other
hand, bakers who refuse “on principle” to prepare wedding cakes for same-sex couples are
deemed “heroic” by folks at the other end of
the religious and political spectrum.
There are those who overcame poverty, abuse,
physical and mental disabilities to become a
source of inspiration to others. They may have
received assistance along the way – as do most
of us – but their exceptional determination can
be said to have made them the heroes, at least,
of their own lives. One thinks here of Temple
Grandin, Oprah Winfrey or even Abraham
Lincoln himself.
One wonders, however, whether the word
“hero” loses much of its significance when it’s
bandied about too much. It’s really meant, I
think, to be a superlative. Can someone not be
admirable and worthy of commendation without being lifted to the heights of the heroic?
I even think that in so doing we embarrass
people, for it’s not uncommon for our mediadubbed heroes to protest that they’re nothing
special or only “did what they knew was right.”
And, of course, there is always the prospect of
disappointment all around when the objects of
our veneration are revealed to have, like the
rest of us, feet of clay.

“The hero saves us. Praise the hero! Now, who will save us from the hero?”
~ Cato the Elder
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Taking Care of Business
by Monica Nolan, Executive Director

A Mid-Year Financial Review
Last quarter as we updated you on the state of
FUS’s operating fund, there was cause for a mild
degree of concern. We hoped the second quarter
would foster growth in pledge payments. After
the first quarter’s five-year low, we rebounded
stupendously this quarter, with a five-year high.
With over 637k in pledges received year to date,
we are approximately 5k over pledges collected last
year at this time, and 7k over our five-year average.
Thank you, everyone, for your generous donations.
At halfway through the fiscal year, we have a total
of $1,869,164 in cash and cash equivalents, which
is approximately $1.1 million dollars more than last
quarter! As you can imagine, this is largely a result
of the donations paid to our Building a Legacy Capital Campaign.
In our Capital Fund this year, we’ve seen nearly
$1.04 million in income, $71k in expenses and
transfers, resulting in a net income of $967k.
Year to date in the Operating Fund we budgeted
$1,026,791 in income and $962,239 in expenses,
projecting a net gain of $64,552. We exceeded our
budgeted income by over $15k, with $1,041,886 in
year to date income. Our expenses were $923,575,
which are $38k less than budgeted. At midway
through the year we have a net income of $118,311,
which is approximately $54k more than budgeted.
In our Restricted Fund, we began the year with
nearly $173k, have seen $62k in new restricted
donations, completed $67k in parish-approved
transfers to the operating fund, spent $23k, and
thus ended the quarter with approximately $146k
in restricted funds, reflecting a net loss of nearly
$27k.
I hope you’ll take a minute to review the Statement
of Financial Activities. As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or the Finance Committee if you have questions about our financial state.
Or better yet, attend the Parish Meeting on Sunday,
February 11 and chat with us in person.

Statement of Financial Activities
as of December 31, 2017
Year to

Year to

Date

Date

Actuals

Budget

Pledge Payments

636,267

637,980

-1,713

Rental Income

84,365

102,545

-18,180

Foundation Income

60,180

60,080

100

Collections & Gifts

117,203

66,772

50,431

Fundraising

30,076

50,000

-19,924

Program Income

11,798

17,450

-5,652

Funds Transfers

99,539

89,539

10,000

Variance

Operating Income

Other Income

2,458

2,425

33

1,041,886

1,026,791

15,095

Personnel Expenses

447,432

451,172

-3,740

Personnel Benefits/Taxes

124,273

149,689

-25.416

Mortgage

147,115

147,114

1

Building

100,102

96,739

3,363

Program

49,547

74,712

-25,165

Administrative

35,857

32,356

3,501

Communications

7,274

8,950

-1,676

Fundraising/Membership

11,390

1,507

9,883

585

0

585

Total Operating Expense

923,575

962,239

-38,664

Net Operating Income

118,311

64,552

53,759

Des/Res Income

62,529

16,565

45,964

Capital Income

Total Operating Expense
Operating Expense

Other Expenses

Other Income
1,028,845

1,001

1,027.844

Transfer to Cap from Des/Res

10,000

0

10,000

Investment Income & Expenses

6,739

0

6.739

Mortgage Principal Paydown

61,923

0

61,923

1,170,036

17,566

1,152,470

Expenses from Capital

28,805

40,001

-11,196

Expenses of Restr or Board Desg

22,629

17,665

4,964

Transfer from Cap Funds to Ops

42,500

42,500

0

Transfer from Des/Res to Ops

57,039

47,039

10,000

Transfer from Des/Res to Cap

10,000

0

10,000

Total Other Income
Other Expense

Total Other Expense

160,973

147,205

13,768

Net Other Income

1,009,063

-129,639

1,138,702

Net Income

1,127,374

-65,087

1,192,461
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The Intern’s Bookshelf
b y T. K a y B r o w n i n g , M i n i s t e r i a l I n t e r n

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
When we talk about heroes we often think of larger
than life figures whose Wikipedia article is long and free
of a “controversy” section. I think if we were able to get
a clear look at all the lives that have been lived on this
world, we would see that the heroic acts are performed
daily, in places far from the spotlight or reporter.
The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas, masterfully tells the
story of one such hero, in a tale so accessible and poignant that it has already become a must read. It is the
story of Starr Carter, who, at the beginning of the novel
is doing all she can to navigate a space between her two
worlds, the black, inner-city community where she has
lived her entire life, and the mostly white private school
that her parents have sacrificed much to send her to.
That precarious balance implodes when Starr witnesses
the shooting death of her childhood friend Kahlil at the
hands of a police officer, while the two are driving home
from a party that itself had turned violent. Being the
sole witness to the death of her friend throws Starr’s
life into disarray and despair, as she is forced to take on
the role of “the witness,” first to her and Khalil’s family,
then to her broader, still deeply grieving community and
eventually to the nation.
Thomas explores in narrative form Tupac’s concept of
Thug Life, which for him stood for “The Hate U Give
Little Infants [expletives] Everyone” (a reminder that
this is not a book for very young audiences, despite its
YA categorization). Here she traces with compassion
and openness how the violence, poverty and discrimination into which far too many children of color are
born has consequences not just for their communities,
but to our entire nation.
This novel touched me deeply and compelled me to
commit to searching beyond the simplistic and attention-grabbing headlines of racialized violence that so
often dominate our narrative, to find the deeper stories
of the lives of those affected by that violence. These

T. Kay

stories, whenever I have found them, are
overflowing with the human courage,
compassion and dignity that we so often
bemoan as lacking in our modern society.
One such true-life story is the story of
Erica Garner. When she saw on the news
that her father, Eric Garner, had died at
the literal hands of police officers, she
immediately began the work of bringing
attention to police violence within her
community with the hope that she could
help prevent another act of violence tearing apart another’s family. Her death from
a heart attack due to an enlarged heart
in August of 2017 left her two children,
including her newborn son Eric, without
a mother, but with a legacy of dignity and
determination before which I stand in awe.
Our own denomination, as I stated in my
sermon on January 13th and 14th, has
similar untold stories of people of color
who have lived unsung lives of heroism.
If you would like to begin learning about
their lives, BLUU, Black Lives of Unitarian
Universalism (http://www.blacklivesuu.
com/) and DRUUMM, Diverse Radical Unitarian Universalist Multicultural Ministries
(http://druumm.onefireplace.org/) are a
great place to start and a worthy place
to invest in the future of a multicultural
Unitarian Universalism.

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.”
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Capital Campaign: Building A Legacy of Heroes
b y Ke l l y J . C ro c ke r, M i n i s t e r o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L i f e

Ernest Hemingway once said, “As you get older it is harder to have
heroes, but it is sort of necessary.” This is very true for us adults
who grow and experience the world and see the myriad ways human
beings can fall short. This is when we need those “heroes,” the ones
who can reorient us, and restore a sense of hope, especially when
the times are difficult.
Four months ago, we issued a call to this congregation letting them
know about the difficulties here at FUS: a failing prow, a leaking roof,
a heavy mortgage debt looming over our financial stability. What
we discovered is what we always knew; this community is filled with
heroes.

Kelly

For me a hero is someone who stands by their convictions, who lives out their values each day,
who answers,“Here I am, how can I help?” when the call goes out, who knows that the only way we
truly succeed in this life is together. All of this is true about the FUS community. A call went out
and so many of you answered. We asked you to help honor Michael’s long and successful tenure;
we asked you to be stewards of this work of art in which we live; we asked you help remove the
burden of such a heavy mortgage; and we asked you to help finish the Atrium Auditorium and bring
sustainable solar energy to our campus. We asked and you answered, and for this we are truly
grateful. You have reoriented me to our vision and given me great hope for our future.

We do not have to become heroes overnight.
Just a step at a time, meeting everything
that comes up. . .
discovering we have the strength to stare it
down.
~ Eleanor Roosevelt
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Kathy Bergee

Gail Bliss

Sam Bates & Elizabeth Barrett

Pat & Lloyd Eagan
Matthew Doyle Olson

Roz Woodward

Chip Quade

Steve Goldberg
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Adult Religious Education

by Janet Swanson, Director of Adult Spiritual Programs

“Love the winter, when the plant says nothing. In this mystic season, I want to
remember to unplug the flashing lights and sip the long evenings, to breathe
the moon, dance in the dark, to love this winter nothing.”
-Thomas Merton, The Collected Poems of Thomas Merton
Winter Greetings! It’s February and the perfect time to engage in something new and interesting. Head to the FUS website www.fusmadison.org/
spiritual-programs/classes for complete information about our Adult RE
offerings and to register online. Paper copies available at FUS. Peruse the
content, find a class (or two) and participate in the joy of learning together
in this vibrant community.

Janet

Yours in promise and faith,
Janet

Winter & Spring 2018 Offerings
New Avenues and Opportunities in the Way We Live Together with Bob and Lucy Lasseter
Tuesdays, February 6 & 20 from 6:30 pm - 8 pm
$10 fee
*Childcare available upon request; one week in advance
Have you ever wondered why the vast majority of neighborhoods in American towns and cities are missing
a true sense of community? When I grew up in the Miami Shores the entire block was our playground and
I knew which houses I was welcomed into. Today few experience this sense of community. Over the last 20
years concepts have been emerging to build community in today’s world. The two we will explore are pocket
neighborhoods and cohousing.
For a growing segment of people who want a stronger sense of community, pocket neighborhoods and
cohousing offer a welcome option. In a pocket neighborhood, neighbors have a shared stake in the common
ground they live next to. These are settings where nearby neighbors can easily know one another. Cohousing
adds intentional community to this design concepts. Future residents purposely come together around clearly
defined shared values and visions, and then plan and build the physical environment, and manage the community once it is built.
What Is Interim Ministry?
Offered by the Board of Trustees & the Interim Minister Search Task Force
Sunday, February 25 (1:30 pm - 3:30 pm) OR Tuesday, February 27 (6:30 pm - 8:30 pm)
No fee
*Childcare available upon request; one week in advance
What is interim ministry? What is its purpose? Where are we in the search process and what comes next?
What might we expect over the two years following our Senior Minister’s retirement? Members of the Interim
Minister Search Task Force and members of the Board of Trustees invite you to become part of the conversation, as together we walk through this challenging and exciting time in our congregation’s history.
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The Discipline of Religious Repair with T. Kay Browning, Ministerial Intern
Tuesdays, February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20 from 6:30 pm - 8 pm
$20 (pledged) or $25 (non-pledged)
Religious trauma is an increasingly researched and resourced topic. For those who have suffered pain or separation from family due to traumatic religious experiences, the work of repairing our spirituality and reconciling
with our religious past can be very difficult. This class will strive to provide a supportive and well-resourced
environment where the topic can be safely explored.
Welcoming Spring with Pysanky, Ukrainian Easter Eggs with Suzanne Buchko
Saturday, March 17 from 9:30 am - 12 pm
$15 fee or $20 maximum fee for families
Come spend a morning learning to make the traditional Easter eggs of eastern Europe. Pysanky! Patience and
time are the only requirements to learn to write on eggs with beeswax. A batik-like process builds multi-colored patterns as eggs are dipped in dyes and written on again and again. Recommended for adults and children
over 12 (please contact Suzanne to see if it is appropriate for younger exceptions).
Writing as a Commitment to Racial Justice with Araceli Esparza
Thursday mornings, March 8, 15, 22 from 10 am - 11 am
$25 (pledged) or $30 (non-pledged)
Welcome to a contemplative writing course which will explore multicultural writers, and invites you to reconnect to Racial Justice literature. We will explore Maya Angelou, Gloria Anzaldua and other prolific writers.
Using a social justice lens, we will look at the spirit of the text, and then explore how these writers describe
their daily challenges to larger social constructs. As participants, you will read the text, and be guided through
crafted prompts meant to harness your own voice as it relates to oppression, conflict and memories.
Movement & Well-Being with Kristanne Stone
Sponsored by the Unitarian Dance Fellowship & Open and welcoming to all ages and abilities
Monday afternoons starting on January 22 through May 21 from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
$5 (per session) or $50 for the complete series
This afternoon drop-in class offers the time and space to engage the wisdom of body and mind. With open
hearts and open minds, we explore movement and music in a nurturing and supportive environment. By gently
and organically moving our bodies in floor (chair) warmups, improvisational movements and dance phrases,
participants move in gentle and nourishing ways, allowing mind, body and spirit to connect in healthy and lifegiving ways. We invite you to join in the joy of community.
FUS Annual Spiritual Retreat: Facing the World with Hope
with Rev. Kelly Crocker, Rev. Scott Gerard Prinster, & Janet Swanson
Friday, April 20 (6:30 pm - 9 pm) & Saturday, April 21 (9 am - 4 pm) at Holy Wisdom Monastery
$50 (pledged) or $75 (non-pledged)
We are living in difficult times and many of us are experiencing daily frustration and even despair. How might we
respond to today’s challenges and continue our work in the world without burning out, numbing out, or losing
heart? How do we hang on to hope and find a way of living with purpose, helping to bring about the kind of
world of which we dream?
This interactive retreat at Holy Wisdom Monastery will help you transform fear and despair into inspiration and
empowerment. Learning from the work of Joanna Macy, eco-philosopher, author, and activist, we will experience
the healing power of gratitude, find compassion in honoring our pain for the world, embrace our connections
with each other and all life on this planet, and realize our potential to make a difference.
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This retreat will include experiential practices, time outdoors, movement, song, inspirational readings, and
simple rituals.You will be engaged, invigorated for the work ahead, and given tools for dealing with the challenges of living in difficult times.
The Awakening Joy Experience with Rev. Kelly Crocker and Suzanne Buchko
Wednesdays, once a month, February 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, and June 6 from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
$30 (pledged) or $40 (non-pledged)
“Awakening Joy can lead each of us to live with dignity, compassion and gracious freedom. Savor and practice
the exercises...use them to open your heart and transform your life. Your days on Earth will be full of blessings.” —Jack Kornfield, author of A Path with Heart
The Awakening Joy Experience is 5-session workshop based on topics from James Baraz’s online course and
book, Awakening Joy: 10 Steps to Happiness. The practices and principles taught in this course aim to help us
develop our natural capacity for well-being as well as gain deeper insight that will promote authentic joy.
Is this a time to focus on joy? With so much difficulty, uncertainty, and challenge in our world and in our lives,
we say, definitely, yes! Bring out all the goodness inside, as well as the kindness, wisdom and joy. You affect
everyone around you when that happens. The more you can get in touch with everything that is good and
beautiful inside, the more you feel alive, and want to work for a better world and bring more joy into the world.
During our five monthly meetings, Rev. Kelly Crocker and Suzanne Buchko will explore material from the
online course, facilitate discussions and share experiences around the themes and practices presented in the
course. Workshop topics will include gratitude, loving ourselves, opening to the difficult, caring and compassion, as well as others.
It is recommended, not required, that you read Awakening Joy: 10 Steps to Happiness, by James Baraz and
Shoshana Alexander.
Mindfulness and the Dharma with Dave and Lori Creswell
Tuesdays, April 3, 10, 17, 24 from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
$30 (pledged) or $40 (non-pledged)
Are you interested in beginning a meditation practice? Could your current practice use a tune-up? In this
class, we will explore the powerful technique of meditation that emphasizes mindfulness immersed in the body
and breath. This ancient practice can serve as the foundation for a less distracted mind and facilitate clear
seeing into present moment awareness of our experience. We will also explore and practice other aspects
of the dharma (the Buddha’s teachings) and how they can impact our meditation practice and our daily lives.
Participants will be encouraged to practice meditation on a regular basis throughout the course in order to
gain the most benefit.
Thursday Morning Book Group with various facilitators
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving
Thursday mornings, February 8, 15, 22 and March 1 from 10 am - 11:30 am
$10 fee
In Waking Up White, author Debby Irving shares her struggle to understand racism and racial tensions. She
offers a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, manners, and tolerance. She reveals how well-intentioned
mindsets perpetuate ill-conceived ideas about race. She has changed the way she talks about racism, works
in racially mixed groups, and understands the antiracism movement as a whole. Exercises at the end of each
chapter prompt readers to explore their own racialized ideas. Join us as we read and discuss her writing and
how it may impact our own lives.
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Children’s Religious Education
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

Teen Service Week at Camp Friendship
FUS teens ages 15-18 are invited to participate in
our annual Teen Service Week at Camp Friendship
July 28-Aug 3, 2018. Camp Friendship is located in
Annandale, MN, and is a camp for children ages 5+
and adults with physical, developmental and learning disabilities. It has been enriching the lives of the
disabled since 1964. They are part of the family of
camps offered by True Friends, an accredited, nonprofit organization with no religious affiliation.
Teen volunteers are assigned to a specific cabin, giving
them the opportunity to get to know a small group
of campers very well.They help with meals and with
campers’ participation in many activities. Activities
may include swimming, arts and crafts, nature study,
rock climbing and more.The week ends with a dance
that is much-loved by all!
In addition to the life-transforming work with campers, our teen volunteers spend about 3 hours each
day in youth development and leadership training.
During this time they are engaged in activities that

Leslie

lead to personal growth, self-discovery,
and leadership development.
Interested? Applications are available at
the Religious Education table in the Commons or can be requested by contacting
Leslie Ross at leslier@fusmadison.org.
You can also learn more about Camp
Friendship by checking out their website:
www.truefriends.org/. The deadline for
applications is March 1.

WHO ARE YOUR HEROES?
Join the conversation online!
As we recognize the heroes that inspire us, we want
to hear from you!
Post an image or photo of your hero and tag us

@FUSMadison
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Volunteer Spotlight

by Jeanne Sears , Membership Engagement Coordinator

As we recognize everyday heroes, what better place to look than with our volunteers at FUS!
Throughout the year, we’ll be shining the light on some of the many volunteers who dedicate their
time and talents at FUS. We are grateful for the myriad of ways these heroes contribute to the life
of our community.
Meet Jeanne Hills!
If you attend our Sunday 11 am services you
have met or seen our first spotlight volunteer
– Jeanne Hills as a Hospitality Volunteer serving
coffee, tea, cocoa and conversation!
Jeanne found out about First Unitarian Society
from our member, Ann Smiley after touring
the Monona Terrace where Ann was a docent.
Jeanne loved the “vibe” and started attending
services.
She attended New UU Orientation class and
became a member in 2012. She feels she gets
so much love and support from the members
and staff that attending became a habit.
In her own words,“It is so important to me to
be of service here. It warms my heart the way
so many members stay for coffee/tea/cocoa and
interact with each other. I can just feel the love
and warmth as everyone talks loud enough to
be heard over one another. They all say that
they love our coffee.What a joy they are having
with their hot cocoa!”

“I can’t express how strongly I feel that volunteering here, even if only in a small way, makes
me feel that I am truly part of this community.
There are so many opportunities to help out
here. Come join the fun! Anything you can do
is so appreciated and rewarding!”

If you would like to offer your time and talents at FUS, please contact Jeanne Sears at jeannes@fusmadison.org
or call her at 608-233-9774 ext. 116

“Life, misfortunes, isolation, abandonment, poverty, are battlefields which have
their heroes; obscure heroes, sometimes greater than the illustrious heroes.”
~ Victor Hugo
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4 t h A n n u a l M a r k Ro s a H a r p s i c h o r d Re c i t a l
featuring Joseph Gascho
On Saturday, February 24 at 7:30 pm in the
Landmark Auditorium, fans of early music and of our
beautiful French double harpsichord, built by Mark
Rosa, will have the opportunity to hear one of the
world’s finest interpreters. Joseph Gascho joined the
faculty of the University of Michigan’s School of Music
in 2014. He won first prize in the Jurow International
Harpsichord Competition in 2002, and his recent debut
recording of his own transcriptions of Bach, Handel, and
Charpentier has been praised by the American Record
Guide for “bristling with sparkling articulation, subtle but
highly effective rubato…and an enviable understanding
of national styles of 17th and 18th century harpsichord
music.”

Joseph Gascho will be playing works by J. S. and C.P.E. Bach, Domenico Scarlatti, and JeanPhilippe Rameau. Admission, at the door is $20, $10 for seniors and students.

February Red Letter Days
February 9-11 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Trees For Tomorrow Winter Retreat
February 10 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 2nd Saturday Potluck
February 11 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Winter Parish Meeting

Wheel of Life
We extend condolences to Dawn Springer on the loss of her husband, Frank, who died peacefully
on December 22 at age 94. A celebration of life was held at the Meeting House on January 21. Frank
was a dedicated physician who continued serving patients into his nineties.
We send warm thoughts, too, to Pat Anderson, whose husband, Edwin Vedejs, died unexpectedly
on December 2. A celebrated member of the UW-Madison chemistry faculty, Ed was also significantly
involved in promoting science education in his native Latvia.
Congratulations to Kate and Gabriel Miller, whose daughter Camille Gabrielle was dedicated
at FUS on January 6.
Nancy Dott, a beloved member of our community and well-known local naturalist, passed away in
mid-January. A celebration of her life will be held on March 3 at 1:00 p.m. We offer our condolences
to her husband Bob, their children and grandchildren.
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 113.

“A hero is someone who understands the responsibility that comes with his freedom.”
~ Bob Dylan
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M a r k Yo u r C a l e n d a r s
for Thandeka at FUS
FUS is proud to offer two events–a public lecture and
a weekend workshop–with renowned theologian,
Rev. Dr. Thandeka.
Look for registration information forthcoming in the Red Floors.
Childcare will be available for these events.

Rev. Dr.Thandeka’s Public Lecture

Got Race?

America’s Most Successful Ad Campaign
Tuesday, March 20 • 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Photo by Merrel D. Booker, Jr.

About Thandeka
“Rev. Dr. Thandeka received her
Ph.D. in philosophy of religion
and theology from Claremont
Graduate University. She was
given the !Xhosa name Thandeka,
which means “beloved,” by
Arc hbishop Desmond Tutu
in 1984. She is an ordained
Unitarian Universalist minister
and congregational consultant, an
Emmy award-winning television
producer, and founder of affect
theology, which studies religious
experience from the standpoint
of emotions.”
(http://revthandeka.org/about-revthandeka.html)

Thandeka’s talk will track the hidden history of racial
identify-formation and how whites and blacks were
made in America.
This event is free and open to the public.

Rev. Dr.Thandeka’s Weekend Workshop

Love Beyond Belief:
Practicing the Heart of Our Unitarian Universalist Faith

Friday, March 23 • 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Saturday, March 24 • 9 am - 4 pm
This workshop is designed to develop a deeper sense
of who we are as Unitarian Universalists and gain an
expanded sense of what we can do together.
Advanced registration is required for this workshop.

A M o n t h o f Se r v i c e s

Februar y 2018 • 15

Saturday services are at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

February 3 & 4

“The Trouble with Heroes”
Rev. Karen Gustafson
Here they come to save the day, those beings
believed to be of extraordinary talent and skill,
wisdom and insight who do (or do not) show
up to tip the scales of fate in favor of justice
and right. In their wake, happy endings are born,
disasters averted, justice is served and ordinary
folk are free to return to a state of security and
well being believing that rescue is the rightful
job of the hero. At what cost is such a myth
as this?
On Saturday, the Teen Choir will sing, and on
Sunday the Cherub and Chorister Choirs will
perform.

February 17 & 18

“Leading & Learning in Times
of Change”
Rev. Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
A few months ago I was talking with a friend about
my 6 year old’s fascination with the military. My
father was career Army and I have definite reservations and concerns about any of my children
choosing that life. She kindly referred me to a book
called Team of Teams which shows how the learnings
of the military can be applied to all organizations
in times of change. What can we learn from the
massive organization for our own community in
transition here at home?
On Saturday and Sunday, guitarists and vocalists
Helen Avakian and Dave Irwin will perform for the
weekend services.

February 10 & 11

“Transition: Challenge to Our
Better Angels”

February 24 & 25

Rev. Karen Gustafson

Rev. Andrew C. Kennedy

When we take the long view, it is easy to see
that much of life and meaning comes from the
experience of change. Some change is chosen;
some is forced upon us; some change comes
from changes in the lives of the people who
touch our own. We are shaped by our emotional response to change, which author William
Bridges refers to as “transition.” As FUS faces
the departure of your Senior Minister, let us be
reminded of the emotional trajectory of such
a change as this.

The Rev. Drew Kennedy will invite us to reflect on
how we ought to live in light of the fact that life is
precious and all of us, one day, must die. Centering
on a startling and poignant story of a woman at
a crossroads in her life, we’ll explore two of life’s
interrelated basic existential questions: How do
we want to die – and how do we need to live?

On Saturday, soprano Amber Nicole Dilger
will sing, and on Sunday, The Society Choir will
perform Choose Something Like a Star by Randall
Thompson.

“How Do We Need to Live?”

On Saturday, guest pianist Kallan Engleson will play
the musical offerings, and on Sunday, the Meeting
House Chorus will sing an arrangement of Paul
Simon’s Bridge Over Troubled Water.
The Rev. Drew Kennedy has served in the UU ministry
for more than 40 years. Drew is now retired and serves
as the Minister Emeritus at the First Unitarian Society
of Milwaukee,Wisconsin.

“Who is a hero? He who turns his enemy into a friend.” ~ The Talmud
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from Tao Te Ching by Lao-tzu
translated by Stephen Mitchell

The ancient masters were profound and subtle.
Their wisdom was unfathomable.
There is no way to describe it;
all we can describe is their appearance.
They were careful
as someone crossing an iced-over stream.
Alert as a warrior in enemy territory.
Courteous as a guest.
Fluid as melting ice.
Shapable as a block of wood.
Receptive as a valley.
Clear as a glass of water.
Do you have the patience to wait
till your mud settles and the water is clear?
Can you remain unmoving
till the right action arises by itself?
The Master doesn’t seek fulfillment.
Not seeking, not expecting,
she is present, and can welcome all things.


