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To prepare the soil, to sow the seed, to watch it grow,

and later to reap the harvest, tells the full story of life.

         ~ Jens Jensen
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Watch
Get Low - A film that focuses on an old Tennessee 
hermit with a troubled past who decides he wants a 
big public funeral.  Bill Murray is the small town morti-
cian who is tasked with planning the affair.

Nobody’s Fool - A late Paul Newman film in which 
he tries to negotiate his respective roles as a caregiver 
to a frail landlord (Jessica Tandy) and helpmeet for his 
recently unemployed son and his family.

The Big Chill - This film finds an assortment of 
40-something college classmates reuniting for the 
funeral of a friend who has committed suicide.  Their 
conversations reveal a host of insecurities and unac-
knowledged rivalries.  

A Love Song for Bobby Long -  This film features a 
down-and-out former college professor and his gradu-
ate student living a dissolute life in New Orleans until 
a young outspoken woman appears who challenges 
their behavior and their outlook.

Read
Crossing To Safety by Wallace Stegner - This novel 
by a Pulitzer Prize winning author traces the personal 
lives and careers of two families, from their early days 
in Madison, Wisconsin into old age.

We by Robert A. Johnson - The author is a Jungian 
psychologist who uses mythology (in this case, the 
story of Tristan and Iseult) to explore the mystery of 
romantic love – a state of being most of us experience 
at one stage of our lives.

The Shelter of Each Other by Mary Pipher -  
Another psychologist analyzes the contemporary 
American family and the role members of each gen-
eration have learned to play in it – some positive and 
some problematic.

The Third Chapter by Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot - The 
author addresses the challenges and opportunities 
facing Americans after age fifty and suggests ways in 
which the middle-aged and “young old” can open a 
new chapter in their lives.

Resources for Blessing
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R e v . E l a t i o n s
b y  M i c h a e l  A . S c h u l e r , S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r 

Michael

One of the truly meaningful aspects of ministry 
is the opportunity it affords to participate in the 
important “rites of passage” in people’s lives.  At our 
dedication celebrations we join with joyous families 
in welcoming their new, or newer, arrivals.  I love it 
that in our tradition rather using that occasion to 
expunge a child’s innate depravity we lift up their 
awesome potential for goodness.  

Then, at the cusp of adolescence, girls and boys 
work toward “Coming of Age” with the additional 
responsibilities and freedoms that entails.  It’s 
always a delight to help “launch” these young and 
eager souls, and more than a few members of FUS 
say the COA service in May is their favorite.  

For many, the next big step is marriage.  I’ve presided 
at approximately seven hundred weddings during 
my career, and while the ceremonies themselves 
were always moving, the extended preliminary 
conversations with these expectant couples have 
meant the most to me.   If my feedback and insights 
have helped them on their way, their eagerness and 
hope was always a boost to me.

Retirement, stepping away from the workplace, is 
another “passage” but not one that involves much 
in the way of religious ritual (ministers may be 
the exception in this regard).  Still, during my long 

tenure I’ve had occasion to chat with many 
recent and longer-term retirees and been 
encouraged by their reports.  As I begin my own 
process of winding down, it’s good to know that 
so many of these folks have found fulfillment 
and meaning outside of the workplace.   

Marking the end of someone’s life in a way that 
does them credit while also acknowledging the 
heart-break of bereavement is always a tricky 
task.  People often remark that this must be the 
hardest part of a minister’s job; and it is, in the 
sense that we must often deal with some pretty 
raw, and sometimes mixed feelings among the 
survivors.  But to create an open space where 
those sentiments can be expressed, and then 
assist in the preparation of a healing memorial 
service can be immensely satisfying.   

 What has been true for me as a professional 
minister may also be true for the lay people 
who have made First Unitarian Society their 
spiritual home and “stayed put” for a quarter 
of a century or more.   Apart from our families, 
there simply isn’t another place in this genera-
tionally splintered world where one can enjoy 
sustained contact with those at every stage of 
the bumpy journey from cradle to grave.   It’s a 
rich way to live, helping prepare us to meet our 
own “passages” with understanding and grace.

I would love to live

Like a river flows,

Carried by the surprise

Of its own unfolding.

~ John O’Donohue, Fluent
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From the President
b y  J o e  K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S  B o a r d  o f  Tr u s t e e s

As a new year begins, I and the other members of the Board of Trustees are looking back at the fiscal 
year’s first six months while also looking ahead at the next six.  Since July we successfully planned and 
implemented the latest steps towards managing a smooth transition as Reverend Michael Schuler and 
music director Dan Broner both leave their posts after many years of dedicated service.  

Prior to launching the search for Michael’s replacement, we will be hiring an interim minister who 
will help us with the transition and the hiring of a new minister.  The Interim Minister Search task 
force has spent the fall planning out the process and starting to put together a significant information 
packet for interim candidates.  Overall the group is on task and on time.  

Similarly, the Music Director Search task force has been hard at work soliciting and combing through 
applications.  A good variety of candidates have put their hats in the ring and the task force will be 
conducting initial interviews throughout January with formal interviews in February and March.  
Despite a hectic schedule and workload, the task force has been sticking with the plan and continu-
ing to meet their milestones and timeline.

In response to FUS members’ interest, the Sustainability task force was established to review our 
progress at maintaining and improving the FUS campus’ commitment to sustainability. This group is 
comprised of members who are environmental experts and enthusiasts.  Their goal is to help staff 
evaluate and implement changes that will improve our carbon footprint and, most likely, save us money.  
Implementing a workplan established at its onset, the group is making considerable progress and is 
looking forward to reporting out their findings to the congregation.

We also are wrapping up our $3 million capital campaign which is moving into a phase of more proac-
tive outreach to grant opportunities and other external sources.  Having secured more than $2 million 
from members we still have some fundraising to do, but we should be proud of the amount brought 
in thus far.  If you haven’t yet, it is not too late to contribute: www.fusmadison.org/capitalcampaign/

Our established committees of finance, governance and nominations have been hard at work as well.  
Given what seems to be a continual roller coaster ride of pledge revenue, the finance committee is 
working to establish policy around the budget creation process that adds in the current dynamics 
of pledging.  Our hope is to better estimate pledging, which drives the annual budget. Governance is 
currently focused on tracking down the various ministry teams, documenting our overall governance 
process and creating educational materials to summarize it all for staff and members.  And finally, 
this past fall the nominations committee has begun to ramp up its efforts at identifying members 
interested in becoming involved in the governance of FUS.  

We are incredibly lucky to have so many members who volunteer their time and efforts to making 
FUS a vibrant community and a positive force.  We welcome anyone who would like to become 
involved. Please feel free to reach out to a board, committee, task force or team member.  If you are 
having trouble tracking us down, we will have an information table after each service on the first 
weekend of each month.   

Have an enjoyable start to the new year!

Please mark your calendars for the parish meeting set for February 11, 12:30 – 2:00 pm.
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Capital Campaign: Building a Legacy
b y  M a t t h e w  D o y l e  O l s o n , C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  C h a i r p e r s o n

Recently I arrived early to a Capital Campaign meeting and the room was quiet until I heard 
bantering voices approaching. Who was having such an interesting conversation and what 
were they talking about? Molly Kelly, Alison Long, Monica Nolan, and Kelly Crocker filed into 
the room for our meeting, and I was so happy that I was going to get to join in! Reflecting on 
these individuals and their varied contributions to the campaign, I realized how fortunate we 
are to have incredible female leadership at the First Unitarian Society.  Examples from just 
this fall range from exceptional event planning to multimedia innovation, from fiscal insights 
to congregational charisma, to name only a few. I am proud we have such prevalent and 
diverse female leadership throughout our membership, board, and staff. Thank you to all of the 
individuals that have helped our campaign so far and a special thank you to the women of FUS 
who are building our legacy.
 
The campaign’s goal is to raise $3 million dollars for

1) structural repair and shingle copper replacement of the roof of our Frank Lloyd Wright 
meeting house,

2) to make a significant lump sum payment on our mortgage to improve our financial 
position, and

3) a variety of other projects in each of the buildings.
Given the delay between when this is written to when it will be read, we will not attempt to 
communicate up-to-date numbers here.  Even so, we have passed some meaningful milestones.

Between pledges and grants we have raised over $2 millions dollars. Add to that money owed 
from an insurance claim and we can already 1) cover the projected expenses for the roof 
repair and 2) meet half of our mortgage payoff goal. The halfway mark is relevant because it 
allows us to fill a regular gap in our operating budget that we’ve faced most of the past five 
years. The restoration of the meeting house is absolutely critical and resolving these underlying 
structural issues will put us in a considerably improved position for years to come. And 
addressing the lingering gap in our operating budget lowers our financial risk as we approach 
this exciting and bittersweet time of leadership transition. Remarkably, we’ve covered this 
much ground with support from approximately 25% of the families that contribute to FUS in 
an average year via our annual campaigns. For those of you considering pledging and have not 
already, it is not too late. Every amount helps and your contribution might be the one that puts 
us across the finish line.
 
Many of our campaign activities have already been completed. Our grants team has some 
active leads that they will pursue into the new year. Once we see where the numbers stand in 
early January, our team will make a recommendation on whether to continue or conclude the 
campaign. Thanks to everyone who has participated in the phone banks, our member-hosted 
events, stopped by a table, attended the Gala, and thanks to all of those who have pledged!

Land is not merely soil, it is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit 

of soils, plants, and animals. ~ Aldo Leopold
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Bringing It Home
b y  Ke l l y  J .  C r o c k e r , M i n i s t e r  o f  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e

The Start of Something New

It is time to welcome in another year. Our month of 
January is named after the Roman God Janus who 
is portrayed with two faces. One face looks back 
toward the old year, and the other looks forward 
to the new. In his right hand, Janus holds a key that 
can close the door of the old year and open the 
door of the new year. In January, many of us feel 
the need to close the door on what has been and 
open ourselves to what may come. New Year’s Eve 
parties can be an exciting time to stay up late, be 
grateful that we get to watch the NYC ball drop 
at 11:00 pm instead of midnight, and drink fizzy 
fruit juices. These celebrations are fun yet often 
lack any kind of reflection on the past and future 
years. This month we take a moment to pause and 
engage in activities as a family that cause us to do 
that reflection – what happened in 2017 and what 
do we hope for 2018? How does your family want 
to begin this new year?

Chalice Lighting
We light this chalice on the brink of a 

new year
Letting go of what has been

Open and hopeful for what may come
Renewed, restored, ready

To live Life fully anew
May we move forward with intention 

and care.

-Lois Van Leer

Family Time Capsule

On New Year’s Day, each person writes down or 
draws pictures for the following questions that 
apply to them (some of these are obviously just 
for the kids!):

• How old are you now?

• How tall are you now?

• What grade are you in? 

• Who are your friends?

• What is your favorite song?

• Who do you most admire?

• What is your favorite color?

• What fun things do you like to do?

• What was your best moment? Worst moment?

• What was your biggest surprise?

• What are your hopes for the coming year?

All the answers and pictures are kept in a large 
container and read the next year on New Year’s 
Eve. This can become a treasured tradition and a 
wonderful way to see how much we all change 
over the years and what stays the same within us.

Family Activities for 2018

Decide together on family activities for 2018. Ask 
each family member to contribute ideas to the 
following topics:

• Places we would like to eat in 2018.

• Places we would like to visit in 2018.

• Fun activities we would like to do as a family 
in 2018.

• People we want to visit in 2018.

• City or state parks we want to enjoy in 2018.

• Places in our community where we can serve 
others as a family in 2018.

Using a 2018 calendar, decide on a date each month 
where, as a family, you can list what you have done 
in that month, talk together about what you have 
learned, and be grateful for shared experiences.
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Message for All Ages:  The Little New Year, a story by Ellen Robena Field

One cold morning Maurice awoke from his dreams and sat up in bed and listened. He thought he 
heard a knock at his window; but though the moon was shining brightly, Jack Frost had been so busily 
at work that Maurice could not see through the thickly painted panes. So he crept sleepily out of bed, 
and opened the window, and whispered:  “Who is there?”

“I am,” replied a tinkling voice. “I am the little New Year, ho! ho! And I’ve promised to bring a blessing 
to everyone. But I am such a little fellow I need somebody to help me distribute them. Won’t you 
please come out and help?”

“Oh, it’s so cold!” said Maurice; “I’d rather go back to my warm bed.” “Never mind the cold,” urged 
the New Year; “please help me.”

So Maurice hurried into his clothes, and was soon out in the yard. There he found a rosy-cheeked 
boy a little smaller than himself, pulling a large cart which seemed to be loaded with good things. On 
one side of this cart was painted the word “Love,” and on the other “Kindness.” As soon as the New 
Year saw Maurice he said, “Now please take hold and help me pull;” and down the driveway and up 
the hill they travelled until they came to an old shanty.

“Here is where I make my first call,” said the New Year. Maurice looked wonderingly at him. “Why, 
nobody lives here but Old Joe!” “He needs my help,” said the New Year; “for grown people like to be 
thought of just as much as children do. You shovel out a path to his door, while I unload some of my 
blessings; and the little hands went busily at work, piling up warm clothing, wood, and a new year’s 
dinner. When Old Joe heard a noise and opened the door his eyes filled with tears and gladness when 
he saw the goodness left mysteriously for him.

“Where are we going now?” asked Maurice, as they ran down the hill. “To take some flowers to a 
poor sick girl,” answered the New Year. Soon they came to a small white house, where the New Year 
stopped. “Why, Bessie lives here,” said Maurice. “I didn’t know she was sick.” “See,” said the New Year, 
“this window is open a little; let us throw this bunch of flowers into the room. They will please her 
when she wakes, and will make her happy for several days.”

Then they hurried to other places, leaving some blessing behind them.

“What a wonderful cart you have,” said Maurice; “though you have taken so much out, it never seems 
to get empty.” “You are right, Maurice, there is never any end to love and kindness. As long as I find 
people to love and be kind to, my cart is full of blessings for them; and it will never grow empty until 
I can no longer find people to help. If you will carry me with you every day in your heart and help 
scatter blessings, you will see how happy you will be all the long year.”

“Happy New Year!” called someone; and Maurice found himself in bed. He wondered if it was all a 
dream. Throughout that year Maurice kept New Year in his heart, spreading the message of love and 
kindness to one and all. It was a happy year indeed. 

Hopes & Dreams

Ask each family member to pick aspects of their life that are important to them and that they would 
like to weave into the year to come. Pick a color for each hope or wish (for example, red for strength 
to do their best in school or work, green for courage to make new friends). Wrap each ribbon 
around part of a dowel or stick, weaving them together as much as you can. Hang this multicolored 
representative of your wishes, hopes, and desires for 2018 where you can see it and remember what 
you long for in the year to come.
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The Intern’s Bookshelf  
b y  T. K a y  B r o w n i n g , M i n i s t e r i a l  I n t e r n

T. Kay

For better or worse, when I take a broad view of my 
life, I often begin to see myself as the protagonist in a 
grand 700-page novel. I’ve read enough of them now 
to know that this narrative format of self-reflection is 
a natural fit for my sense of being in the world.

If there is someone that I could choose to write that 
novel for me, Jhumpa Lahiri would certainly be near 
the top of that list. Although her protagonists are 
most often Indian immigrants to America who live in 
the New England area, or like herself, the children of 
those immigrants.

Two of her works that I have read, The Namesake 
and her Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of short 
stories, The Interpreter of All Maladies, are among 
my favorites of the past few years. 

Lahiri has an astounding ability to empathize with her 
characters, through their ups and downs, to give great 
space to their emotions, and to gently stay with their 
reactions to the large and small moments of life. Her 
writing reminds me why I love and yearn to read great 
novels like The Namesake.

When I immerse myself in a work such as this, I begin 
to see my life in the way that Jhumpa Lahiri sees the 
lives of her characters giving space for their victories 
and their vulnerabilities. It would be hard to articulate 
moment to moment what this perspective might look 
like, but it certainly looks better than  measuring my 
life by the standards of success of much of modern 
culture. It would also, I would argue, look much dif-
ferent than seeing my life through the lens of a Tom 
Clancy or Clive Cussler novel–two fine writers whose 
books I have enjoyed, but also two of the great gate-
keepers of masculinity of our time. Although, to be 
fair, my life would definitely make for the dullest Tom 
Clancy novel yet produced.

As I’ve tried to listen deeply to the voices that 
Time has now called the “Persons of the Year,” 
the women of the #metoo movement, I have 
realized that one of the ways that I must end my 
complicity in the culture of toxic masculinity that 
is one of the great scourges of our day, is to be 
very deliberate about the narratives I listen to, of 
who I am and who I should be. I must resist the 
narratives that say that to be a man is to be the 
master of all, entitled to whatever we want.

Instead, I have come to realize, as do the charac-
ter’s living through the pages of The Namesake, 
that it is much more often a profound lack of 
control over our circumstances, our heritage, 
our privileges and our tragedies that define who 
we are. Gogol, the son of the central family in the 
novel has a key moment when he realizes that the 
tragic, uncontrollable moments of his life and the 
life of his family, much more than its triumphs and 
victories “were things for which it was impossible 
to prepare but which one spent a lifetime looking 
back at, trying to accept, interpret, comprehend. 
Things that should never have happened, that 
seemed out of place and wrong, these were what 
prevailed, what endured, in the end.”

My hope is that FUS can be a place where the 
work of processing the difficult can be done in a 
caring environment, a place where you can come 
and have your narrative reset and realigned. After 
all, we are all in this story together.

Overwhelmed by the miraculous potentialities of the machine, our human greed has interfered with 

the biological cycle of human companionship, which keeps the life of a community healthy.

~ Walter Gropius
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Imagine Your New Year’s Revolution!
b y  T i m  C o r d o n , S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o o r d i n a t o r

In the prior two issues of this publication, I laid out 
parts 1 and 2 of a platform from which we might 
build a “unity movement.” In this issue, I raise some 
questions and encourage you to join me in imagining 
what such movement building might look like. I invite 
you to read on, giving yourself time to fully imagine.

Imagine that it isn’t too late to create the world of 
our dreams – that we really can come together, find 
our power, strengthen our democracy, and build a 
loving and sustainable world. Imagine that we Unitar-
ian Universalists will play an important role in this 
transformation. What part in fulfilling that dream will 
the Madison UUs play? What part will you play? 

Imagine that with the help of the other 30+ UU 
congregations around Wisconsin, as well as many 
other progressive networks and organizations active 
around the state, we’re able to build a united move-
ment, grounded in our shared principles of democracy, 
peace, justice, and sustainability.

Imagine that now is the time – that we are the ones 
who will push our population forward into an era of 
justice and peace. Imagine using the excitement and 
angst of this election year to build a winning move-
ment of unity? 

Imagine this movement grounded in love and full inclu-
sion, made up of volunteers from all over the state. 
Each month it would move into a new area and stay 
for three or four weekends. Volunteers would plug 
in as they were able. They would listen, staff tables, 
knock on doors, help with local service projects, leaf-
let, poster, and more. They would promote and help 
host the town hall suppers or teach-ins that would 
happen on some of the weekend evenings. For the last 
weekend in each area, candidates would join service 
projects, attend the town hall suppers and speak to 
our issues (racial and gender equality, climate justice, 
peace, immigration, healthcare, economic justice, etc.) 
at the culminating candidate forum.
Imagine this ultra-inclusive, family-friendly, movement 
working its way around the state, growing and sowing 

the seeds of democratic transformation – culti-
vating hope in the power of united and focused 
participation.  

Can you imagine this being more than a dream?  
What would you give to wake up and find that 
you weren’t dreaming? Can you imagine how fun 
it could be? Can you imagine spending a weekend 
away from home, or supporting someone else 
who could? Imagine that you will. Imagine that 
it might just work. And then, please, do it again.  

Lastly, imagine attending a free meal and panel 
discussion called: Our New Year’s Revolution: WI 
Progressive Leaders Share Strategies, Solutions 
and Plans for a New Year!  Saturday, January 27th 
at 6:00 pm at James Reeb Unitarian Universal-
ist Congregation located at 2146 E. Johnson St.  
Join us!

For more information, please contact Tim 
Cordon at timc@fusmadison.org. 

Local Outreach Offering Recipients
September through December

Wisconsin Wetlands Association  $397.38
Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice   $1,321.00
GSAFE                                       $1,417.15
Playing Field                                      $1,355.91
Justified Anger        $1,047.50
UW First Wave Performers                $1,445.00
Madison-Area Urban Ministry Healing House 
         $1,588.49
Madison Veterans for Peace      $1,660.99
River Food Pantry        $1,992.49
NAMI Dane County    $900.00
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Adult Religious Education
b y  J a n e t  S w a n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d u l t  S p i r i t u a l  P r o g r a m s

Winter/Spring 2018 Adult RE

Our collection of programs for Winter/Spring 2018 will begin in February.  Watch the Red Floors 
and the FUS website for more information.

Spiritual Practice Groups at FUS

This year, consider joining one of our FUS Spiritual Practice Groups. Free and drop-in. Open and 
welcoming to all. Check the daily schedule posted at the entrances for room locations.

Insight Buddhist Meditation – Meets every Sunday evening from 6:00-8:00 pm throughout the year. 
An introductory session is offered the second Sunday of each month. Contact Lori Creswell for more 
information at loricres@charter.net 

Centering Prayer – Meets every Tuesday from 4:45-5:30 pm. Join us if you are looking for a way to 
begin your practice or to companion with others in the practice. Contact Kim Stege at kimstege@
gmail.com or 244-5875.

Japanese Crane Meditation – Japanese Crane Meditation is a gentle standing set of movements 
with a quiet musical background. It is appropriate for a wide range of ages and abilities. There are two 
weekly sessions held at FUS, September through May. Bobbi Zehner and Joan Heitman lead sessions 
on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. in the Atrium Auditorium Ann Schaffer leads sessions on Thursdays at 
5:00 pm. For more information, contact Ann at schafferann00@gmail.com 

Open Meditation Group – Meets Thursdays, 6:00-6:30 p.m. Contact Rev Kelly for information. 
kellyc@fusmadison.org 

Happy January to all! 

We had a small gathering on December 21 to celebrate the 
Solstice, and I was reminded of the peace found in community, 
the strength we receive from one another, and the hope that is 
shared among us. As the winter season welcomes us to a time 
of renewal and reflection, may we be mindful of the intangible 
gifts we give to and receive from one another. And may we be 
intentional in using those gifts to create the world in which all 
are valued, all are cared for, and all are treated justly.

Yours in promise and faith. Janet

Other relaxations are peculiar to certain times, places, and stages of life, but the 

study of letters is the nourishment of our youth, and the joy of our old age.

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero
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In 1995, William Wartmann envisioned a lecture series designed to provide education and dia-
logue regarding human sexuality in the context of the liberal religious tradition for our community. 
Wartmann also hoped these lectures would provide a space for LGBTQ youth to engage in con-
versation in the context of a supportive and welcoming environment.

This year Dr. Araceli Alonso, Director of the University of Wisconsin-Madison UNESCO Chair on 
Gender, Wellbeing and Culture of Peace, will give the Wartmann Lecture titled, Sexual Exploitation 
and Trafficking of Women in European Frontera Sur:  A Major Health and Human Rights Issue. Please 
join us on Sunday, January 28 from 2 pm to 4 pm in the Landmark Auditorium with a reception to 
follow. This event is free and open to the public.

2018 William & Joyce Wartmann Lecture
On Human Sexua l i ty  &  the  L ibera l  Re l ig ious  Trad i t ion

As a child looks forward to the coming of the summer so could we contemplate 

with quiet joy the circle of the seasons returning without fail eternally.

~ Henry David Thoreau

A part of the University of Wisconsin-Madison 4W Initiative, Women and Well-Being in Wiscon-
sin and the World, the STREETS Project (Social Transformations to End Exploitation and Trafficking 
for Sex) has been working for three years to study and work at the Southern European border 
(Spain/Africa) regarding issues of trafficking of women and girls. One of the reasons for this study 
is to compare that European border with the southern USA/Mexico border. Women are trafficked 
from Central Africa to Europe going through Spain, in similar manners as women are trafficked 
from Central America coming to the US going through Mexico.

Araceli Alonso is Co-Director of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison UNESCO Chair on Gender, Wellbe-
ing and a Culture of Peace. She is a faculty member in the 
Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, the School 
of Medicine and Public Health, and the School of Human 
Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison where she 
teaches classes on women’s health and women’s rights. Dr. 
Alonso is the Founder and Director of the United Nations 
Award Winning Nikumbuke-Health by Motorbike (N-HbM), 
a comprehensive health program for women and girls that 
provides medical services and health literacy to women and 
girls from remote and isolated villages in Africa. Alonso is also 
the Director for Gender, Health and Clinical Practice of the 
University of Wisconsin’s research-to-action and local-to-
global 4W-STREETS Initiative (Social Transformation to End 
the Exploitation and Trafficking for Sex). Alonso’s research 
expertise is on women’s global health and human rights.

Dr. Alonso
photo courtesy of UW Madison



12 •  The Madison Unitar ian    

Our thoughts are with Karen Matteoni and family on the sudden loss of her husband, Paul, after 
a bicycle accident. We wish Karen strength and healing in the days to come. 

We send our love to Juli Loker on the peaceful passing of her mother after a two year struggle 
with dementia. 

Ann Smiley’s mother passed away on December 15 after living for many years with dementia.  Our 
thoughts are with Ann and her family as they remember her mother’s long life. 

Our thoughts are with Charles (CJ) Gervasi and Melinda Gustafson Gervasi, and their children 
Ian and Maeve Gervasi, on the passing of CJ’s mother, Charlene Gervasi of Tampa, Florida on 
Christmas day.

We also hold John and Maureen Friend in our hearts as they grieve the loss of John’s mother,  
Joan Brunner Friend. We are grateful that she was able to attend our recent Winter Choral Festival, 
enjoying one of the great loves of her life, music. We send John and Maureen love as they celebrate 
and remember her remarkable 91 years.

Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 113.

Wheel of Life

January 5.................................................................................................................................................................. Film Night
January 13 ............................................................................................................................................2nd Saturday Potluck
January 14 ....................................................................................................................... Generations For Justice Meeting
January 15 ...................................................................................................................................Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 17 .................................................................................................................................. Board of Trustees Meeting
January 28 ......................................................................................................................................2018 Wartmann Lecture

January Red Letter Days

The Winter Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 11 from 12:30 pm to 2 pm. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Healing Journeys:  Working with grief and loss will be held on Saturday, March 3 from 10 am 
to 11:30 am in Courtyard Room D. Please contact Rev. Kelly Crocker at kellyc@fusmadison.org for 
more information.

Coming Up in February & March

among white plum blossoms

what remains is the night

about to break into dawn

~ Buson (1784, Japan)
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A  M o n t h  o f  Se r v i c e s 
Saturday services are at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium  
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium 

January 6 & 7

“The Perils of Success”
Michael A. Schuler,  Senior Minister

While striving to be successful in our endeavors, we seldom 
anticipate some of the less-than-desirable side effects of 
that success.  Success can, at times, come back to bite us 
in unexpected and unhealthy ways, witness the rash of high 
profile men now being pilloried for sexual abuse.  So, should 
we wish for success in the coming year?  If so, how much 
and of what kind.  

Guest UU Singer-Songwriter Joe Jencks will sing the musical 
offerings for the weekend’s services.

January 13 & 14

“For Those Whose Whiteness is Fragile”
T. Kay Browning, Ministerial Intern

White fragility has emerged as a key concept in understand-
ing what it means to be white in a culture where white 
supremacy flourishes. How do those of us who are white 
take seriously that our place at the top of an artificial racial 
“food chain” is rightly precarious, without becoming defen-
sive or disillusioned with the possibility of realizing Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s “beloved community?”

On Saturday, soprano Jennifer Yancey will sing with pianist 
Linda Warren. Marilyn Chohaney, flute; Philip Delaquess, cello, 
and Linda Warren, harp will perform the musical offerings 
on Sunday.

January 20 & 21

“Faith is the Gift of God”
Kel ly  J .  Crocker ,  M in i s ter  of 
Congregational Life

Our title comes from the Edict of 
Torda, known in 1568 as the Edict of 
Tolerance. 450 years ago, our religious 
forebears declared the first known 
edict of religious freedom.  We join 
congregations around the globe who 
are marking this significant anniversary.  
As religious freedom continues to 
be attacked in too many countries—
including by people who claim to be 
defending religious freedom—the 
time is right for honoring our Unitar-
ian ancestors and dedicating ourselves 
anew to preserving and extending 
religious freedom.

Soprano Catherine Killam, with pianist 
Dan Broner will perform on Saturday. 
On Sunday, the Meeting House Chorus 
will sing Hungarian-inspired music by 
Zoltan Kodaly and Elizabeth Norton, 
and the FUS Chime Choir will perform.

January 26 & 27

“True Contrition”
Michael A. Schuler,  Senior Minister

Everyone makes mistakes.  Some, like 
our current President, habitually and 
stubbornly refuse to own up to them.  
For Mr. Trump, contrition is a foreign 
concept, but in this respect he’s an 
outlier.  Most of us understand that 
when we step out of line it’s best for 
all concerned to make a clean breast of 
it.  But that probably means more than 
simply saying “I’m sorry.”

On Saturday, soprano Tamara Brognano 
will sing, and on Sunday, guest musicians 
from the Mosaic Chamber Ensemble 
will perform.

And did you get what

you wanted from this life, even so?

I did.

And what did you want?

To call myself beloved, to feel myself

beloved on the earth.

~ Raymond Carver, Late Fragment



First Unitarian Society 
900 University Bay Dr
Madison WI 53705

Permit 426  
Nonprofit  

Postage Paid  
Madison, WI 

A t  t h e  f i r s t  s t r o k e s  o f  t h e  f i d d l e  b o w

t h e  d a n c e r s  r i s e  f r o m  t h e i r  s e a t s .

T h e  d a n c e  b e g i n s  t o  s h a p e  i t s e l f

i n  t h e  c r o w d ,  a s  c o u p l e s  j o i n , 

a n d  c o u p l e s  j o i n  c o u p l e s ,  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t

t o g e t h e r  l i g h t e n i n g  t h e i r  f e e t .

T h e y  m o v e  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  c i r c l e

o f  t h e  d a n c e .   T h e  d a n c e  a n d  t h e  s o n g

c a l l  e a c h  o t h e r  i n t o  b e i n g .   S o o n

t h e y  a r e  o n e  –  r a p t  i n  a  s i n g l e

r a p t u r e ,  s o  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  n i g h t

h a s  i t s  c l a r i t y ,  a n d  t i m e

i s  t h e  w h e e l  t h a t  b r i n g s  i t  r o u n d .

I n  t h i s  r a p t u r e  t h e  d e a d  r e t u r n .

S o r r o w  i s  g o n e  f r o m  t h e m .

T h e y  a r e  l i g h t ,  t h e y  s t e p

i n t o  t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  l i v i n g

a n d  t u r n  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  d a n c e

i n  t h e  s w e e t  e n c l o s u r e

o f  t h e  s o n g ,  a n d  t i m e l e s s

i s  t h e  w h e e l  t h a t  b r i n g s  i t  r o u n d .

 

         

The Wheel
by Wendell Berry


