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For Retirement
by John O’Donohue

Michael,
Thank you for 30 years
of ministry and service to FUS!

This is where your life has arrived,
After all the years of effort and toil;
Look back with graciousness and thanks
On all your great and quiet achievements.
You stand on the shore of new invitation
To open your life to what is left undone;
Let your heart enjoy a different rhythm
When drawn to the wonder of other horizons.
Have the courage for a new approach to time;
Allow it to slow until you find freedom
To draw alongside the mystery you hold
And befriend your own beauty of soul.
Now is the time to enjoy your heart’s desire,
To live the dreams you’ve waited for,
To awaken the depths beyond your work
And enter into your infinite source.

Dan,
Thank you for sharing your talents
with us for 16 years!
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Re v . E l a t i o n s

by Mic hael A. Sc huler, Senior Minister

Do most people develop definitive plans for their
retirement? Over the past year a whole lot of
people have asked me, “What’s next?” usually
followed by the query, “Are you planning to stay
in Madison?”
My reply to those questions has been, I’m afraid,
vague at best. Colloquially speaking,Trina and I are
just going to chill for a while. The last three decades
have been intense on a number of levels, and as
the congregation has grown and the complexities
of management increased I haven’t had much
opportunity to think past the most immediate
problem, “What the heck am I going to do with all
these books?”
Trina and I are very much looking forward to a
change of pace, a relaxed and flexible daily schedule,
more frequent trips to the Twin Cities to visit our
son, Kyle and (for me at least) a chance to read
material and watch movies purely for pleasure
rather than for what they might contribute to
an upcoming sermon. Will I ever write another
book? Probably, because for me writing is a fulfilling
practice.What form it will take, I have at this point
no idea.
In keeping with the way Hinduism treats the stages
of human life, I’ll also use retirement to develop a
more deliberate and consistent spiritual practice,
incorporating more sitting meditation into the T’ai
Chi and Chi Gong routines I’ve followed for better
than two decades. Our house is in good shape but
our yard is a mess, so Trina and I will be getting
our hands dirty for a while (potentially another
spiritual practice).

Michael

The two of us will also be exploring ways to
be involved as a couple in volunteer work.
Again, we’re not sure what that will look like,
but it will need to feel satisfying on both our
accounts. And, as you know, we are still sharing
our lives with a cherished, geriatric Papillion,
Sasha, whom we will prioritize as long as she’s
with us.
We are very comfortable in Madison, enjoy
its many amenities and value the relationships
we’ve established. In traveling the length and
breadth of the United States we’ve experienced
many other delightful communities, but
none that quite measures up to this one.
Nevertheless, changing circumstances (a
grandchild, for instance) might cause us to
reevaluate our situation and relocate. For the
time being, though, the advice proffered in my
book “Making the Good Life Last” still applies:
Stay Put.
With heartfelt appreciation and every good
wish…Michael

“Let me not live as if time was short. Catch the pace of the seasons.
Have leisure to attend to every phenomenon of nature and to entertain
every thought that comes to you. Let your life be a leisurely progress
through the realms of nature.” ~ Henry David Thoreau
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From the President

b y J o e K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

It is never easy saying goodbye. Yet we know the
harder it is to say goodbye, the more meaningful the
relationship has been. At the end of this month, we
are saying goodbye to the Reverend Michael Schuler.
It is a time for grateful reflection on all that he has
brought to this community.
Much happens over the course of 30 years. Many of
us, including my family, joined during Michael’s tenure.
In fact, many of you have had the same personal
experience that I had—a friend invited me (strongly
“urged” is probably more accurate) to attend a
worship service. While I went because of the strong
recommendation, I kept coming back because of
Michael.
Over the three decades that Michael has led our
congregation we have grown in numbers, 565
members to more than 1,500 now. This incredible
growth necessitated a major building project to
expand capacity, one that not only required substantial
effort to secure the needed funding but also required
effort to hold the congregation together during a
challenging time.
Our annual operating budget has moved from a low
six-figure number to nearly $2 million and the staff
has grown with it, up to more than twenty people
who help us achieve our visions and goals. The FUS
Foundation has grown significantly as well, managing
close to $3 million.
With all of this growth, a significant transformation
was needed. About 10 years ago Michael led FUS
through a change in our governance model. While it
may seem like a small modification to put together
new policies and procedures, the change was
significant. Under Michael’s leadership, FUS made a
pivot to the more sustainable and growth-friendly
model of policy governance. This required Michael
to effectively hand over more control and decision-

Joe

making power to members and staff.This new
governance model has had a large, positive
impact on our congregation. It has paved the
way for a more democratic and dynamic FUS
community, which will help us greatly during
this time of transition.
All of this change highlights the thing that I
have come to most appreciate about Michael
and that I will greatly miss—his experience
and knowledge. For the past year when there
have been difficult problems and decisions, I
have known that I can always reach out to
Michael for advice. Problems that are new to
me are often repeats to an individual with 30
years of experience. Three decades is a long
time and it will be difficult to replace.
It is hard for me to grasp the enormous
change we are about to encounter. Michael
is going to be extremely missed, but only
because of the legacy he has created and of
how he has touched us all. As we make this
important transition, FUS will continue to
grow and build upon his legacy.
Please feel free to email me with any questions,
comments or concerns at fuspres@gmail.
com.

“To exist i s to c hange , to c h a n g e i s t o m a t u re , t o m a t u re is to
go o n c re a t i n g on e s e l f e n d l e s s l y .”
~ H e n r i B e rg s on
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Interim Search - Hire Announcement
by Rob Savage, Interim Search Committee Chair

The Board of Trustees and the Interim Minister
Search Task Force are pleased to announce that
the Rev. Dr. Doug Wadkins has accepted our
offer to serve as Interim Minister. Doug holds
a Doctorate of Ministry from the Chicago
Theological Seminary and will finish his time
as Interim Minister at First UU Congregation
of Ann Arbor in July. Previously, Doug served
as Interim Minister for the UU Church of
Bloomington, Indiana, where he worked with
Mary Ann Macklin.
Several characteristics and references convinced
the Task Force and Board that Doug would be
an ideal fit for our unique congregation. Doug
has worked in large congregations with another
minister and has shown a deep commitment to
collaboration. In reviewing past sermons, we
were impressed with Doug’s strong, engaging,
and inclusive preaching style. His references
describe his eclectic approach to shaping
services, and we look forward to experiencing a
variety of service styles during his time with us.
In addition to his work with large congregations,
Doug brings with him a significant amount of
experience facilitating policy-based governance.
Doug’s strong references were glowing in
praise of his work with their congregations.
One reference indicated he was skilled and
effective in dealing with conflict—whether he
was working with groups or individuals. Other
references highlighted his work in helping their
congregation work through the process of
clarifying their vision and understanding how to

measure progress towards achieving that vision.
Another reference described him as:
• Grounded
• Humble
• Excellent listener—able to hear the needs of
both staff and members
• Helpful in preparing to welcome a newly
called minister
Thank you to the Task Force and Board for
their diligence throughout this process, and
thanks to fellow members for your feedback and
support. We look forward to welcoming Doug
as our Interim Minister in July. Please look for an
introduction from Doug in the July edition of The
Madison Unitarian.

“Recollect always, everything takes place through change and this
Universe loves nothing so much as to change ‘what is’ and to create new
things. All that exists is the seed of what shall be.”
~ Marcus Aurelius
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Children’s Religious Education
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

In May we watched 29 of our teens culminate
their years in the Children’s RE program at
their Coming of Age worship service. Many of
those teens have been learning and growing here
since pre-school. Their belief statements were
insightful, provocative, and encouraging.While FUS
certainly can’t take full credit for the awesome
young people they have become, I do think we
should applaud ourselves for creating a safe and
stimulating place where they can explore their
ideas, learn about the world, and express their
individuality. At the Bridging Ceremony marking
the transition out of the high school years, Henry
Hill-Gorman described the Children’s RE program
as “an incredible environment for learning and
exploration for every child and young adult in
this congregation.” He went on to say “To every
RE teacher and facilitator I have had, thank you,
thank you, thank you for working tirelessly to
provide the most enriching experience I have had
EVER. Period!”

Meet Sara

FUS transforms lives in many ways, and Children’s
RE is no exception to the forces that transform.
But at the end of the day, our ability to do so is
dependent on the willingness of volunteers to
make it possible.We are ending this year with 419
child participants, and that’s not including youth
group.That is a lot of kids to nurture and inspire!

Leslie

We need volunteers who are compelled to
make a difference in children’s lives by helping
them to look out into the world and deep
within themselves, and to live out our UU
principles.
We will need at least 100 volunteer teachers for
the upcoming year. At the time of this writing,
we have only 44, a surprisingly low number for
this time of the year. Please consider joining
this “incredible environment for learning and
exploration” by becoming a Children’s RE
teacher. I’m happy to explore the best fit for you,
to describe what the commitment entails, and/
or to connect you with any number of former
teachers who can sing the praises of teaching
here at FUS! You can email me at leslier@
fusmadison.org.

Hello everyone! My name is Sara Shaten and I will be the Summer
Fun Coordinator for the summer of 2018.We have many fun activities
planned for the summer with a theme of art and science! Here are
a few things about me! I attended FUS as a child and sang in the
choir with Heather through high school. I attended Beloit College,
eventually earning a degree in environmental geology with a minor in
women and gender studies. Currently, I am a Master’s student at the
University of Wisconsin–Madison finishing a degree in curriculum and
instruction. I am also finishing a year of student teaching, which sent
me to Sennett Middle School’s Spanish DLI Program, and eventually
back to my high school,West High, to teach earth and space science.
I am excited to be back at FUS, and cannot wait to learn, explore,
draw, paint, and create with the kids this summer!
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At the Threshold of a Story - Finding Each Other
and Building Unity - Together!
by Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

At the threshold of a story
Farther and higher, than ever before
Wondering why and looking to glory
To have our will guide what’s in store.
With broken hearts we pause and squeeze,
Courageous hands help find our way.
We step and stumble to our knees
and rise again, our course to stay.
Finding wholeness with each other
Caring, daring to be bold,
We bring our stories into union
With all life’s magic, young and old.
Dearest siblings, hear the calling
Enter fully, all are one.
Love is greater than our fear was
Our sweetest story has begun.
We are being called to craft a most miraculous story.
All of us–no matter how scared, or broken, or underqualified we might feel. We must find our courage
and inscribe ourselves onto the pages that will tell
the tale of our collective liberation. The writing is
on the wall–there is no time to waste.
We must simplify, slow down, and strengthen our
relationships that are rooted in who we really are,
and our shared need to survive. We must look
realistically at what is at stake, and then, as efficiently
and quickly as possible, we must reinvent ourselves–
completely rebuilding our “Blue Boat Home”–even
as we are sailing in high winds (and taking in water).
Persistent and unwavering unity is our only hope.
Uniting our creative hearts and minds, we must
find the synergy and solutions that leave nobody
out. We must build a movement guided by the
love, goodness, and intelligence of our Unitarian
Universalist principles.
We must show up, and side with love.

One emerging project that aims to do just
that is Building Unity. It is a joint project
of a variety of Wisconsin organizations and
networks that are working to strengthen our
“people-power” to promote peace, justice,
sustainability, democracy, and freedom. Building
Unity is working to create what they’re calling
the Building Unity Tour.
Their goal is to get around the state – listening,
sharing, seeking common ground, and moving us
all to reject the politics and policies of “powerover” and “big money.” Building Unity is siding
with the Poor People’s Campaign, indigenous
people and people of color, LGBTQ+ people,
youth, women, immigrants, and the differently
abled. This movement joins all who are fighting
for a healthy environment, a government by and
for the people, the meeting of all human rights
and needs, and the end of war and violence
everywhere.
The best way to support the Building Unity
Tour as they make their way around the state
is to join them. You can come for a day or for
every stop. I’ll be with them, and I’m hoping
you will join me. You can follow the Building
Unity Tour on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/buildingunitywi/. One People, One Planet,
One Shared Future!

“As you press on for justice, be sure to move with dignity and
discipline, using only the weapons of love.” ~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
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FUS Bridging Youth

b y L y n d a M c A f e e - L e o n a r d i , Yo u t h P r o g r a m C o o r d i n a t o r

Each spring, our graduating high school seniors are provided an opportunity to participate in a
“Bridging Service” at FUS. This service celebrates the transition of our youth into young adulthood
and welcomes them into the wider UU community. This year, five seniors chose to take part in the
service.They are Davis Burden, Alison Cotter, Henry Hill-Gorman, Eve Levi, and Ruby Wilson. As we
celebrate this milestone in their lives, we invited them to reflect on their time with us and to tell us
more about their upcoming adventures.

Davis Burden
James Madison Memorial High School

Ruby Wilson
Middleton High School

I am going to the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities, to most likely study economics.

I plan to go to UW Milwaukee for college to
study art!

Where do you imagine yourself 10 years from now?
In 10 years, I can see myself being in a teaching role
of some sort or working with lighting at a theatre.
I would also hope that I have my own personal cat.

Where do you imagine yourself 10 years from now?
I don’t really know where I will be in 10 years, hopefully
working for a design company as an illustrator. Or I
will find a whole other interest in college and will
end up doing something else. All I know is that I will
hopefully be doing something I enjoy and love.

What have you done that you’re most proud of?
I am most proud of achieving a black belt in tae
kwon do, a process that took me about 7 years from
elementary all the way up to high school.
What is a favorite FUS memory?
My favorite FUS memory would have to be the
Coming of Age retreats. I can’t pick a favorite out of
the two, but they were a bunch of fun and I was glad
that the opportunity was given to me.
I am most grateful...
to my parents for being very knowledgeable and
helpful all the time, and for my friends who laugh at
my bad jokes.
What is your favorite summer activity?
I enjoy playing ultimate frisbee in the summer with
MUFA. I am pretty bad because I don’t really know
what I am doing, but I’ll get better, maybe.

What have you done that you’re most proud of?
I think I am most proud of getting through high school.
There have been many big obstacles in the past four
years that I have had to overcome and deal with.
What is a favorite FUS memory?
My favorite FUS memory is probably Coming of Age in
general. I learned so much from that class.Along with
making lifelong friendships and connections. I know
I will never forget sitting in the woods for 6 hours!
I am most grateful...
for my opportunities and how I am able to go to
college next year to pursue a career in the creative
field. I am also grateful for my loving family and friends
who are so supportive.
Anything you’d like to add?
I would just like to thank everyone in the FUS
community. I have grown up in this community and
am so thankful for it.
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Henry Hill-Gorman
Homeschooled
I will be going to college this fall and I plan
to study political philosophy, economics, and
public policy.
Where do you imagine yourself 10 years from now?
Wisconsin has given so much to me, and I want to
work to give back.Ten years from now I imagine myself
back in Wisconsin working to promote workers’
rights, environmental issues, and access to affordable
healthcare for all Wisconsinites.
What have you done that you’re most proud of?
At FUS, my involvement in social justice initiatives has
been deeply meaningful to me, but I am most proud
of my work helping to organize my congregation
to vote unanimously to offer physical sanctuary to
immigrants facing imminent deportation.Through this
experience, I have been able to act on my values and
convictions to help my larger community at a pivotal
time. I now feel called to social justice work because
of this life-changing experience.
What is a favorite FUS memory?
I have so many fantastic memories of my time at FUS,
but one of my favorites is The Middle School Great
Escape and Lock-In. So fun!
I am most grateful...
for my parents, siblings, dog, friends, mentors, and my
entire FUS community.
What is one piece of advice you’d give to a younger youth
member of FUS?
I would suggest that youth really take advantage of all
the fantastic programs and opportunities that there
are both within FUS and through the larger UUA
network. I have had an amazing experience serving as
a youth advisor to FUS’s Board of Trustees; I have also
been fortunate to attend Youth Midwest Leadership
School, UU chaplaincy training, Summer Seminary,
and I cannot wait to be a part of Youth Caucus at
GA. These are all unique experiences that are truly
incredible (and there are many other programs as
well), and don’t hurt to have on college applications,
either.

Alison Cotter
La Follette High School
I will be going to the University of Denver to
study engineering.
Where do you imagine yourself 10 years from now?
Oh gosh, I have no idea. I like to take it one day at a
time.
What have you done that you’re most proud of?
In terms of FUS, I am most proud of my bridging
speech and the whole ceremony my peers and I
created.
What is a favorite FUS memory?
The Coming of Age retreats with all my favorite fellow
youth. Also, youth group and volunteering at Partner
Church Dinners.
I am most grateful...
for being raised in such a loving, accepting community
that has shaped who I am and what I believe in.
Any final words?
I guess I just wanna give a shout-out to Deb and Lynda
and all the other adults in youth group.They really care
about the youth voice and our growth and I wouldn’t
be who I am today without them.

10 • The Madison Unitarian

Davi s
Burde n

Eve Levi
James Madison Memorial High School
I am planning on attending Arizona State
University where I hope to double major in
dance and journalism.
Where do you imagine yourself 10 years from now?
Hopefully owning multiple dogs. But to more seriously
answer this question, I would say living in New York
City, working as a writer who helps people make sense
of the world around them, and I would be pursuing
dance as well. Ideally by this time in my life I would
have also done some traveling, better yet traveling
related to my job as a writer.

Ru b y
W ils o n

What have you done that you’re most proud of?
I dedicate much of my time to dance and always
feel proud after my performances. The feeling that
you helped work to create something that people
enjoyed, or made them think, will probably never get
old for me.
What is a favorite FUS memory?
So many to choose from! One that comes to mind is
when youth group was running a children’s service and
we were telling the story “The Emperor’s Seed”—of
which I was so fortunately given the lead (forced into
may be a better way to put it). In the story, the main
character kept carrying around his “pot.” Whenever
I would say the word “pot” my fellow and ever-somature youth would burst out laughing. It’s a wonder
we managed to keep it together when the actual
children were there.

He nry
Hi ll- Gorman

A lis o n
Co t t er

I am most grateful...
for anybody I know in my life who makes me laugh
and/or cry. If you can make me do one of those things
it means you understand and/or support me, and I
absolutely need those people in my life.
One random fact about me:
I like to be in the middle of everything or the middle
of nowhere, if you plop me down somewhere
in-between, say a medium-sized city in Idaho, I will
simply be confused and try to find the next ticket to
either a national park or NYC.

Eve
Le vi
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Annual Giving Options: RMD
b y M o l l y Ke l l y, P ro j e c t C o o rd i n a t o r

FUS is a member-funded organization, sustained
through the generous contributions of its community.
Our annual campaigns are a time when everyone
is invited to pledge their support to maintain our
thriving community. As you know, we offer various
payment options to help fulfill your pledge.The options
available include: paying by check, having payments
automatically withdrawn from a bank account or credit
card, and paying through stock or a retirement plan.
An increasing number of our members are deciding
to give through their retirement accounts under the
constraint of the Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD).
Your RMD is the minimum amount that you must
withdraw from your retirement account each year.
You generally have to start taking withdrawals from
your IRA, SEP IRA, SIMPLE IRA, 401(k), 403(b), 457(b),
profit sharing plans, when you reach age 70½ or retire.
(Roth IRAs do not require withdrawals until after
the death of the owner). You can withdraw more
than the minimum required amount, but you cannot
keep retirement funds in your account indefinitely.
Your withdrawals will be included in your taxable

Cabaret:
Cruised the Caribbean!
On Friday, May 4, guests of Cabaret were treated to
the sights and sounds of the Caribbean with steelpan
drums, palm trees, and reggae music. Members came
dressed in their deck or beach attire. Many joined
in the conga line that wound around the Commons,
and everyone enjoyed a dinner served by Bunky’s. It
was a great time to enjoy music, mingle with friends
and celebrate the spirit of the Caribbean. Thank you
to everyone who joined in the festivities. Because
you came on board, this voyage raised over $21,000!
Tremendous thanks to everyone who contributed
items to the auction and to those who bid. And finally,
a most heartfelt thank you to the many volunteers who
gave their time, talent and energy to make this a most
memorable and enjoyable event. Thank you!

Molly

income, except for any part that was taxed
before (your basis) or that can be received
tax-free (such as qualified distributions from
designated Roth accounts). More information
is available on www.irs.gov/.
If you are a member who has these types of
accounts and are reaching 70½ or retirement,
you may want to consider using your RMD
to honor your pledge to FUS. Please consult
your financial advisor to investigate whether
this option is right for you.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Cabaret Team!
b y M o l l y Ke l l y, P ro j e c t C o o rd i n a t o r

Cabaret, our leading fundraising event, has taken on many
themes including Italy, Ireland, a beach party, and a circus. As
you know, every year the event is transformed into another
entity, and every year a new team of volunteers gathers to
plan, organize and implement this latest incarnation. These
volunteer teams make Cabaret happen! It is an honor to
highlight this year’s team, with a nod to all the teams that
have formed in the past, in this month’s volunteer spotlight
segment.
Cabaret begins many months prior to the event with a group
that selects a theme and plans every aspect of the event from
start to finish. They meet weekly, making numerous visits to
FUS, placing calls, creating and completing to-do lists. They
are here the day of the event from morning to night. Each
year this committed and dedicated group is invaluable to
the success of Cabaret.
Here are the members of this year’s Cabaret team:
The festive and clever decorations were spearheaded by
Alice Delaquess; the auction with its copious elements
was led by Paula Alt and Kathy Luker; Kathy Bergee
was the Auction Data Manager and responsible for creating
the catalog; Prudy Stewart orchestrated all the kitchen
operations; Cindy Joski was director of games and activities;
the cleanup operation was led by Reenie Euhardy; Dana
Connelly managed communications; Dorit Bergen and
Alice Delaquess were the volunteer coordinators; Diana
Rodum and Michael Hoon handled set-up; Nancy
Moskal arranged the music; and Steve Goldberg was
our emcee and auctioneer. He hosted the event with skill
and a great deal of humor. And of course, a heartfelt thank
you to all the volunteers who worked the day of the event.
Because of this incredible crew, we had smooth sailing the
whole cruise!
I am grateful for and feel fortunate to have worked with
each one of them. The experience was inspiring and a real
pleasure. If you see any of these volunteers in the next couple
of weeks, be sure to say thanks to them for their efforts.
Thank you, Cabaret Team!
*Thank you to Dan Carnes for capturing photos during the event!
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Leaders Wanted

Wright the Roof

The Nominations Committee is looking for a
few interested and committed FUS members
to fill some important slots in our organization.
One opportunity is to be a member of the
Finance Committee. This committee is one
of 4 standing committees that report to the
Board. They work closely with Monica Nolan
and the Board to develop a budget for the year
and monitor its progress. While Monica and
the staff create the initial draft of the budget,
the committee works to assure the budget
is realistic and that it supports our efforts to
accomplish our strategic plan. The committee
also keeps track of progress during the year. The
Chair of the committee reports to the Board.

Most people see the Landmark as a marker of
Frank Lloyd Wright’s genius, but we know the
story goes beyond Wright. It took a community,
both members of FUS and skilled craftspeople,
to build this artistic endeavor.

by Rob Savage, Nominations Committee

With the arrival of our new interim minister,
the Board intends to call a Transitions Task
Force to work with the Interim throughout
the interim process. We are interested in folks
who can commit to supporting the Interim as
we reflect on who we are and who we would
like to be. However, this task force will not be
involved in the search for our next minister.
We have several long-term members who have
already expressed interest in this task force,
and we want to expand this team to include
newer members, members with kids in RE, choir
members and others.We anticipate conducting
monthly meetings, and there may be occasions
where task force members support community
discernment efforts.
If you are interested, in participating in the
Finance Committee or the Transitions Task
Force, please contact Rob Savage, Chair of
Nominations Committee at rob.savage50@
gmail.com.

by Br i t t any C raw fo rd, C o m muni cat io n s Co o rd in a to r

This same spirit of community has called us once
again, but this time it’s to repair this National
Historic Landmark. As stewards, we have asked
you to join us in raising the necessary funds to
restore the roof and prow through our capital
campaign. Thank you to all who heard the call
and made a gift–either through a monetary
donation or the gift of time.
Just as the early members struggled with the
hefty price of building a Frank Lloyd Wright
design, we too are just short of reaching our goal
to restore it. In the spirit of determination, we’re
asking the larger local and national community
to join us in this project.
We’re launching a crowdfunding campaign
on June 1 to raise awareness and funds from
Wright-enthusiasts and community leaders.The
campaign will last 60 days, and hopes to raise
$7,000.We need your help to spread the word
about this campaign through social media and
by word of mouth. You can learn more about
this phase of the capital campaign by visiting
fusmadison.org/wrighttheroof. For questions,
please email Brittany at brittanyc@fusmadison.
org.
*Editor’s note: The Indiegogo campaign goal
was increased to $25,000 after this article was
printed.

“No ray of sunlight is ever lost, but the green it wakes into existence
needs time to sprout, and it is not always granted to the sower to live
to see the harvest. All work that is worth anything is done in faith.”
~ Albert Schweitzer
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M i c h a e l Sc h u l e r ’ s F i n a l Se r m o n s
Sunday, June 3

Sunday, June 10

“The Past As Prologue”

“Goodbye and Good Luck”

Michael A. Schuler, Senior Minister

Michael A. Schuler, Senior Minister

Before a community creates an agenda for the
future, it’s always a good idea to review the
ground already covered. A couple of years ago
I reflected on the history of First Unitarian
Society up to the end of Max Gaebler’s lengthy
ministry (it’s still available under the “Welcome/
Who We Are” tab on our website). Today I’ll
look back on my own thirty years among you
to see what lessons are there to be harvested.

Apologies to the late Edward R. Murrow for
borrowing (and slightly adapting) the signature
phrase he used to close his popular “See It
Now” show on CBS. I do in all sincerity wish
FUS and its members “good luck” as you enter
a new era. Although it’s been difficult to decide
what sort of message to part with, I do intend
these final reflections to be more about you
than about me.

June Red Letter Days
June 10 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Michael’s Retirement Celebration
June 13 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ The Rev. Billy & the Stop Shopping Choir
June 13 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Board of Trustees Meeting (all are invited to attend)

Wheel of Life
A memorial service for former FUS member Mary Michie Udall will be held on Sunday, June 17 at
2 pm in the Atrium Auditorium. A prominent local sculptor and instructor, Mary was 95 when she
passed away
Two other former members of FUS passed away in recent months. Karen Richardson, long a faithful
and talented member of the Society Choir, died after years of coping with the disabling symptoms of
a stroke. A memorial service was held at FUS on May 27. Barbara Nodine passed away on April
13 a few weeks after falling and breaking her hip. She had been living near her son,Tom, in Wilmette,
IL. Sincere condolences and warm wishes to the families of both.
Congratulations to Kelda Roys and Dan Reed on the dedication of their youngest daughter,
Avalon, on May 5.

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past
o r p r e s e n t a r e c e r t a i n t o m i s s t h e f u t u r e .” ~ J o h n F. K e n n e d y
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A Su m m e r o f Se r v i c e s
Saturday services will resume in September
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

JU NE SE RV I C E S
Sunday, July 22

Sunday, June 3

“The Past As Prologue”
Michael A. Schuler, Senior Minister
Sunday, June 10

“Goodbye and Good Luck”

“Who Put the Fun in Fundamentalism”
with Jim O’Brien
Sunday, July 29

“Grace, UU Style”
with Victoria Jones

Michael A. Schuler, Senior Minister
Sunday, June 17*

A U G U S T S E R VI C E S

Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life

Sunday, August 5

Sunday, June 24

“Spandrels: Exploring a Spirituality
of Unintended Consequences”

“Bless the Animals”

“Judge Not, Lest Ye Be Judged:
Judgment and the Healing Path”
with Beth Binhammer

with the Rev. Scott Gerard Prinster
Sunday, August 12

“The Poets Speak on ‘Change’”
JU L Y SE RV I C E S
Sunday, July 1

“Whither the Press”
with Paul Fanlund
Sunday, July 8

“The Beauty in Being Small”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
Sunday, July 15

“Love and Justice”
with John Mix

with Pat Freres Stinger & FUS poets
Sunday, August 19

“Leaving a Legacy”
with Karen-Rose Gredler
Sunday, August 26

“Water Communion”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
*Please send photos of your furry friends to Kelly
at kellyc@fusmadison.org for a special slideshow of
these friends we hold so dear for the services on
June 17.
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Inspirations

edited by Patricia Freres

Hymn to Time by Ursula K. Le Guin
Time says “Let there be”
Time makes room
every moment and instantly
for going and coming home
there is space and the radiance
and in time’s womb
of each bright galaxy.
begins all ending.
And eyes beholding radiance.
And the gnats’ flickering dance.
And the seas’ expanse.
And death, and chance.

Time is being and being
time, it is all one thing,
the shining, the seeing,
the dark abounding.

