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Su m m e r  R e s o u r c e s
b y  F U S  S t a f f  M e m b e r s

This month, we asked FUS staff members to share some of their favorite books, movies, and Madison 
activities that you can enjoy this summer.

Grab a copy of Bucky Book #26, pull the coupon for University Ridge Golf 
Course to save $60 and play a round of golf at one of Madison’s finest 
courses. The course has hosted the AmFam Championship for the last 
3 years and you should find it in great shape. I especially enjoy how the 
natural glacial features are incorporated into the course design.  Enjoy!

I particularly love Madison in the summer because of all the 
wonderful outdoor music venues. If it’s a place where you 
can bring along your dog, all the better! Some of my favorite 
summer music venues that are dog-friendly are Wisconsin 
Brewing Company, concerts at McKee Farms, and Tyranena 
Brewing Company (Lake Mills is really close to Madison!). If 
I have to part with my dog, I’ll enjoy doing so at the Sunset 
Music Series at the Eastside Club. Best view of the capitol 
and truly awesome sunsets.  It’s only accidental that all these 
venues also serve great beer!

Here If You Need Me is a book about the complexity of 
grief and the unexpected hopefulness found in difficult 
circumstances. Beautifully written by UU game warden 
chaplain, Kate Braestrup, this book is an easy, hammock-
approved read.

An ideal summer activity would be to pedal my bike to the big 
stone circles on the lake-side verge of Helen C White. Perched 
above the Hoofers and Lake Mendota, I would enjoy a great 
short read like The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin. 
Then I would coast downhill to the Allen Centennial Garden 
on Babcock and taste one of their decorative edibles.

Tom Miskelly,
Facilities Manager

Leslie Ross,
Director of Children’s Religious Education

Brittany Crawford,
Communications Coordinator

Karen Anderson,
Religious Education Assistant

“ Re a d i n g  i s  a t  t h e  t h re s h o l d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ;
i t  c a n  i n t ro d u c e  u s  t o  i t .  I t  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  i t .”

~  Marcel Proust

Take in a game at the Duck Pond with the Madison Mallards. 
There’s food, games, entertainment between innings, and 
baseball, too! An undiscovered gem is the UW Geology Museum. 
They have hours Monday – Saturday, admission is free, and you 
can see a wooly mammoth!

Kelly Crocker,
Minister of Congregational Life
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L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r
b y  B r i t t a n y  C r a w f o r d , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o o r d i n a t o r

“All beginnings are delightful; the threshold is 
the place to pause,” are wise words attributed 
to Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. It’s debatable 
whether all beginnings are delightful, but the 
call to pause in the threshold holds true for our 
community as we rest between the departure 
of both Michael Schuler and Dan Broner, and 
await the arrival of our Interim Minister, Doug 
Wadkins and Music Director, Drew Collins. 
 
A threshold is both defined as “a point of entry 
or beginning,” and “the level at which one starts 
to feel or react to something.” For many of us, 
members and staff alike, this significant change in 
leadership is new to us. Beginnings often trigger 
an array of responses from anxiety and grief to 
excitement and hope. The uncertainty of what lies 
ahead can feel unsettling and, at times, unwelcome. 
We might feel deeply the inability to control the 
outcomes, and we might find ourselves facing 
feelings of loss for the way things have always been. 
 
And yet, beginnings are not new to FUS. This 
community has withstood the test of time, the trials 
of changes, both anticipated and unexpected, and 
still, we remain strong. Communities are formed 
by individuals who covenant together, and the 
beauty of this covenant, or our Continuing Bond 
of Union, is that it was formed before us and will 
continue long after we’re gone. We are merely 
stewards at a threshold of something larger than us. 

 
This threshold, this in-between, is a brief 
and beautiful moment. Yes, we might 
still be grieving for what was and what 
can never be again; and there in the 
threshold, we also find hope for what is 
yet to be and what we’ve yet to become 
together. We will continue to build on 
the legacies of Michael, Dan, and all those 
who have gone before us.  We will also 
create new traditions, new stories, and 
we will keep FUS as a place of welcome 
for those new to our community. 
 
In this edition of The Madison Unitarian, 
I hope you’ll take a moment to pause in 
this threshold.  After all, this pause offers 
a rare gift to remember that our journey 
together transcends the changes ahead. 

In peace and grace, Brittany

“A l l  b e g i n n i n g s  a re  d e l i g h t f u l ;
t h e  t h r e s h o l d  i s  t h e  p l a c e  t o  p a u s e .”

 ~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Brittany
Leslie Ross,

Director of Children’s Religious Education

Karen Anderson,
Religious Education Assistant
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Please reach out with questions or comments: fuspres@gmail.com

“The teacher  who i s  i ndeed w i se  doe s  not  b id  you to enter  the  house 
of  h i s  w i sdom but  ra ther  leads  you to the  th re sho ld  of  your  m ind .”

~  Khalil Gibran

Meet the Rev. Dr. Doug Wadkins
b y  D o u g  Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m  M i n i s t e r

Greetings Good People of the First Unitarian 
Society of Madison,

I am very excited to begin my work with you 
soon!  As I was thinking about how to introduce 
myself, I realized how much of my adult life has 
been focused on the Unitarian Universalist 
ministry. I have been a school teacher and a 
therapist.  In my minister work, I have served as 
a campus minister, a hospice chaplain and twenty 
years in long-term settled parish ministry.  There 
is a lot to know about me, but what will best 
tell you about me as your interim minister for 
the next two years?  

A lot of what makes me tick actually goes back 
to something one returns to a lot as a minister,  
the story of your calling. Some callings involve 
angelic visitations, mine involved a vacuum 
cleaner.  I was in seventh grade, helping out by 
vacuuming in the sanctuary of my childhood 
congregation in Florida. I glanced up from my 
endeavor to see my Sunday School teacher, 
whom I respected deeply, looking at me 
quizzically. “Doug, have you ever thought about 
being a minister?,” she asked with a particular 
intensity. The most accurate answer at that 
point was a simple no.

Whatever prompted her question, it opened 
a window onto possibilities that truly changed 
my life. Pondering it, I felt as if something very 
significant and powerful had come to light 
at that moment. I began to wonder whether 
much of what I valued deeply and did well 
might manifest most fully in the ministry. I was 
beginning to experience what the theologian, 
Frederick Buechner, defined as one’s calling:  
The place where your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet.

I realize now that so much of what I have done 
in my life has been about helping both individuals 
and congregations explore their sense of calling.  
Often, in such moments of connecting with a 
sense of higher purpose, we move into a space 
that has much to say about our lives. Perhaps 
this is one of the things I love most about being 
an interim minister, that I invite you into such a 
space to explore with you who you are now. So 
much of what called me into a new awareness 
of myself all those years ago as a teenager set 
into motion continuing and transformative forces 
within and around me. Some still-forming part of 
me sensed that saying “yes” to the gifts within me 
that gave me life and purpose would also call me 
outside of myself to offer those gifts in service to 
something larger. That larger calling would both 
make a huge difference in my own life but also 
would repeatedly set in motion sympathetic space 
for others to find and live out deeper meaning 
for themselves. At the heart of every form of 
ministry is the work, and to this amazing work, I 
find I bring a deep humility, a sense of grounding 
and joyful humor and a continuing gratitude for 
the gift of this calling. 

Doug
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Meet Drew Collins
b y  D o u g l a s  H i l l ,  M u s i c  D i r e c t o r  S e a r c h  Ta s k  F o r c e

After ten months and a nation-wide search, the 
FUS Music Director Search Task Force, with the 
approval of the Board of Trustees, is excited to 
announce that our new Music Director, joining us 
in mid-July, will be Drew Collins.

Drew comes to us from Connecticut where 
he has been Director of Choral Activities and 
Coordinator of Undergraduate Music Education 
for Central Connecticut University in New Britain, 
and the Choir Director for All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation in New London.

During the search process, Drew referred to 
working at FUS as his dream job: “About ten years 
ago, I tagged along with a musician friend to FUS 
on some kind of errand. I was in the Atrium for 
probably only 15 minutes, but was totally blown 
away by it. I thought to myself, ‘This is the place 
where I would love to work someday.’ That I 
am actually going to [work here] now seems 
remarkably serendipitous, and so exciting.”

His credentials include a Doctorate of Musical 
Arts in Choral Conducting and Composition 
from the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, 
choral directorships for six other religious 
denominations, high school and college teaching 
positions in the Midwest, and numerous guest 
conducting appearances throughout the U.S., 
including Carnegie Hall. He is a prolific composer 
of choral music, and has published dozens of 
articles and book chapters on choral conducting 
and repertoire. “I have spent a large part of my 
career in academia, but have recently felt a great 
impetus to explore new ways choral music can 
effect positive social change at the congregational 
level and beyond.”

As a professional choral singer, Drew has 
performed and recorded with The Singers: 

Minnesota Choral Artists, Minnesota Beethoven 
Festival Chorus, Concora, and Voce. He also 
served as Founding Artistic Director of 
Tempus, a Boston-based early music ensemble. 
While here in early April, he demonstrated 
his remarkably versatile vocal abilities as he 
so successfully rehearsed with our choirs. 
Drew brings to FUS a charismatic congeniality, 
along with a deeply creative set of musical and 
administrative skills and experiences.

Drew’s family plans to worship at FUS, and 
includes his wife Julie, son Gabriel (5), and 
daughter Elena (2). They are all excited to 
return to the Midwest (Drew is from Minnesota, 
Julie is from Illinois), closer to family, and, as 
Drew mentioned, quite pleased to become 
a part of a music program that has been so 
successfully administered and appreciated by 
its congregation.

“In my interactions with Dan Broner, it is 
clear why he is such a beloved soul at FUS. 
I have grown to admire him as a musician, 
administrator, and person.”

Drew

“ Po e t r y  i s  m o re  a  t h r e s h o l d  t h a n  a  p a t h .”
 ~ Seamus Heaney
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MOSES Asks:  Did You Know?
b y  S u s a n  M i l l a r , M O S E S  M i n i s t r y  Te a m

• Although women represent a small portion of all incarcerated people in the USA (3.7% in 1978, 
and 7.2% in 2015), the percentage increase of women incarcerated in state prisons since 1978 is 
a staggering 834%, more than double the growth rate for men during this period. 

• Since 2009, a few states reduced the percentage of incarcerated men and women in prison. 
However, Wisconsin is one of eight states in which women’s prison rates grew while men’s prison 
rates declined. 

• These alarming statistics on women in state prisons understate the problem because incarcerated 
women are significantly more likely than incarcerated men to be held in jails (county-level 
institutions) than in state or federal prisons. Of the women incarcerated in jails across the USA:

• 81% are held for non-violent offenses, largely associated with “war on drugs” policies, 
and/or because they are drug dependent, often using drugs to cope with trauma and 
other mental health problems. 

• 80% are mothers, most of whom are primary caretakers of their children, and many 
of whom are pregnant. Their children are particularly susceptible to the domino effect 
of incarcerated parents.

• Nationally, 60% of incarcerated women are awaiting trial (mostly because they cannot 
afford to pay money bail) and thus are not convicted. In 2002, women who could 
not pay bail had an annual median income of $11,071 (adjusted for inflation to 2015 
dollars), with Black women in this group earning a median annual income of $9,083. 

• Because the Dane County jail does not provide data broken down by gender, we have 
no data on women in our jail. What we know is that the median bail for our jail is 
$2,000, the median stay is 48 days, and that Black people stay longer due to unpaid bail.

What you can do:

• Write to your Dane County Supervisors and Dane County Sheriff to ask that detailed information, 
including gender breakdowns, about people incarcerated in the county jail be published regularly 
so we can know why women are held, and what bail (if any) would be needed to release them. 

• Write to your Dane County Supervisors to ask them to find ways to increase pre-trial release 
and/or eliminate money bail for mothers who are awaiting trial. 

• For addresses and generic text for letters, contact Susan at sbmillar@gmail.com.
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2017-2018 FUS Outreach Offering Recipients
b y  T i m  C o r d o n , S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o o r d i n a t o r

Most weekends, funds collected during the offertory 
portion of the services are shared 50/50 with 
community organizations that align with our values. The 
majority of these groups are small, local nonprofits we 
partner with throughout the year as we collectively 
work toward equity and justice. Below is a list of 
organizations and amounts raised for the 2017-2018 
year. Outreach Offerings for the 2018-2019 year will 
begin in September.

Tim

WI Wetlands Association     $297.38
Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice   $1,146.00
GSAFE        $1,417.15
The Playing Field      $1,130.91
Justified Anger      $897.50
MUM’s Healing House     $1,373.49
First Wave       $1,460.50
Veterans for Peace      $1,425.99
River Food Pantry      $1,627.49
NAMI Dane County      $900.00
Madison Starlings Youth Volleyball    $669.52
NAACP Dane County     $1,550.44
Literacy Network      $1,326.15
Planned Parenthood      $1,269.76
WI Faith Voices for Justice     $1,765.47
Odyssey Project      $2,098.33
UUSC        $2,722.04
Nehemiah’s Lilada’s Livingroom    $1,130.40
Open Doors for Refugees     $1,470.15
Native Energy, Inc.      $860.13
Madison Community Foundation’s Fund for Women $592.25
Black Lives of Unitarian Universalists (BLUU)  $2,945.00
Total amount for the 2017-2018 year   $27,131.05

Many thanks to all who gave to these wonderful partner organizations. To learn more about our 
Outreach Offering program, or to nominate an organization, please visit our website at 
www.fusmadison.org/social-justice/outreach-offerings/, or contact Tim at timc@fusmadison.org.

“ W e  s t a n d  i n  l i f e  a t  m i d n i g h t ;  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  a t
t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  a  n e w  d a w n . ”

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Overhead Notes: The Roof Report
b y  D a v e  We b e r , O w n e r ’ s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

The fences are up, and by the time you are reading 
this article, new copper is being installed on the roof 
starting on the north (back) side of the Loggia. Copper 
replacement will continue toward the Gaebler Living 
Room and around to the south (front) side. Starting 
on the north (back) side allows for more time to 
complete the reinforcing of the Landmark Auditorium 
roof. Since the copper will rapidly lose its “new penny 
shine,” working in this order will allow the view from 
the parking lot to have a more uniform color.

The decking is cedar and in good shape. There are angled pieces of wood (battens) supporting the 
vertical seams, and most of those on the south side are rotten and will be replaced. We anticipate 
needing about 1,000 feet of boards to be replaced on this project.

Prow

Building Use
We expect almost all the work will be on the outside of the building, so the two entrances into 
the Landmark will be available for use. The entrances will be protected when the workers are 
above them.

During the prow restoration, there will be scaffolding inside the Auditorium. As a result, we have 
not scheduled any events in the Landmark Auditorium this summer.

Parking
We do not know how many workers will be at FUS, but it’s not likely to be a large crew, and 
they will not be working on weekends. Additionally, the Meeting House Nursery School is on its 
limited summer schedule, so we do not expect significant issues with parking accessibility during 
the restoration.

Updates regarding any changes in parking or building use can be found in the News From the Red Floors.

How much weight does the Prow glass support 
and how can we support the roof while we replace 
the glass?

The glaziers will remove the glass panes in a 
vertical row, replace them with plywood, and 
duplicate the removed panes in their shop. 
If necessary, we will restore the metal struts 
above the choir loft that Mr. Wright removed 
before the building was dedicated. (You can see 
the sockets where they were in the photo to 
the right.)

Question for the Engineers
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Wright the Roof Campaign: An Update
b y  B r i t t a n y  C r a w f o r d , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o o r d i n a t o r

Last month, we shared with you our efforts to raise $25,000 for roof repairs through a crowdfunding 
campaign on Indiegogo. While we’re a long way from reaching our monetary goals, we are delighted 
that news is spreading about the need to restore our Meeting House. On Friday, June 1, News 3 
interviewed Rose Detmer about the campaign, and you can find a link to this video on our website 
at www.fusmadison.org/wrighttheroof. 

Thanks to all who made additional contributions, and to those who shared our posts on social media! 
Though they are not on the crowdsourcing site, to date we have received over $20,000 in donations 
as a result of the fundraising effort. The Indiegogo efforts will end on July 31. Please continue to share 
our story with friends and family.

Memory Path
The long-awaited Memory Path was completed in early June. 
Located in the wooded area near the Gaebler Living Room, 
this path was funded through memorial gift donations over 
the years. Thanks to Bob Alt, Elaine Lohr, Bob Radford, Nick 
Schweitzer, and Tom Miskelly for moving the project forward 
and for reestablishing the area with native woodland plants.

Unti l  We Meet Again. . .
On June 10, 2018, we celebrated Michael Schuler’s thirty 
years of ministry at FUS. You can view a video of the 
retirement celebration program at www.fusmadison.org/
worship/livestream/. 

Thank you, Michael and Trina, for your decades of service 
to our community, and we wish you well in your new 
adventures!

“When  you  have  reached  the  po in t  whe re  you  no  longer  expec t  a 
re sponse ,  you  w i l l  a t  l a s t  be  ab le  to  g i ve  i n  such  a  way  tha t  t he 

o the r  i s  ab le  to  rece i ve ,  and  be  g ra te fu l .”
~ Dag Hammarskjold
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July 4  ..............................................................................................................  Offices are closed for Independence Day

Wheel of Life
Long-time FUS member Pete Dorner passed away on June 4 at the age of 93.  A celebration of his 
life will take place at the Middleton Glen Retirement community’s Fireside Room on July 7. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Phoebe Yancey and her family, Jennifer, Mark and Peyton, as 
Phoebe recovers from brain surgery on June 5. Phoebe is a rehab rockstar and everyone is amazed 
at her progress. Go Phoebe Go! We’re hoping you are home very soon.

William Wartmann passed away on Sunday, June 17, from complications of congestive heart disease.  
A celebration of life was held in Edgerton on June 22. Bill was a noted philanthropist, sharing his 
resources with many arts organizations including the Madison Opera and Madison Symphony. He and 
his late wife, Joyce, provided college scholarships to many graduates of Edgerton High school and his 
Early Music “Concerts on the Wartmann Prairie” were a highlight of the summer season. Bill was a 
long-time member of FUS and one of our most generous benefactors. Our Foundation includes the 
Wartmann Music Fund, the Wartmann Social Justice Fund and the Wartmann Lecture series, each 
of whose earnings support FUS programming. Bill also donated the funds to purchase the Atrium 
Auditorium’s digital organ and he contributed generously to the each of the last two capital campaigns.  
We join his dear friends, Dave Mezger, Jef Chandler and many others in mourning his loss.

Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 113.

July Red Letter Days

Service Saturday: Save the Date!
b y  T i m  C o r d o n , S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o o r d i n a t o r

Our 2018 Service Saturday will be held on August 25. Numerous options will be available for all ages, 
interests, and abilities throughout the day.  All are welcome to join us at 4:30 pm for a super fun, 
family-friendly picnic at FUS with special guest, Madison’s favorite juggler, Truly Remarkable Loon! 
More information forthcoming in the August edition of The Madison Unitarian and in the News From 
the Red Floors. For questions, contact Tim at timc@fusmadison.org.

“ W e  a r e  c u s t o d i a n s  o f  d e e p  a n d  a n c i e n t 
t h r e s h o l d s .  I n  t h e  h u m a n  f a c e  y o u  s e e 
t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  t h e  m i r a c l e  o f  u n d y i n g 

p o s s i b i l i t y . ”
~ John O’Donohue
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A  Su m m e r  o f  Se r v i c e s 
Saturday services will resume in September
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium 

Sunday, July 1
“Whither the Press”
with Paul Fanlund
The fourth of the seven Unitarian Universalist principles 
speaks to the free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning. A free and strong press seems a key prerequisite 
to effectively accomplish pursuit of that principle. But the 
mainstream American press in many ways is under siege 
in 2018, relentlessly attacked as biased – or “fake.” The 
media also is facing challenges caused by the increasing 
fragmentation of audiences sorting themselves into 
ideological echo chambers. At the same time, disruption 
of its economic models threatens the industry’s capacity 
to continue to create high-quality journalism.  Against that 
backdrop, I will talk about the past, present and challenging 
future of the American press. Paul is Editor and publisher 
of The Capital Times and FUS member.
The Heartland Marimba Ensemble will play the musical 
offerings.

Sunday, July 8
“The Beauty in Being Small”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
On this morning when we celebrate new life and young 
life in our rite of Child Dedication, we take a look at what 
it means to be small in a congregation of our large size. 
How do we connect with one another in meaningful ways 
in this large and lively place? The answer may lie in figuring 
out the beauty in being small.

Trevor Stephenson will play music for fortepiano.

Sunday, July 15
“Love and Justice”
with John Mix
“Justice is what love looks like in the public square.”  (Prof. 
Cornell West) Reflecting on my experience of working with 
our incarcerated neighbors and the healing properties of 
art-making, I invite your engagement at the intersection 
of human creativity, the possibilities of wholeness in our 
community, and a sustainable future.  

Pianist Karlos Moser will play music of Robert Schumann.

Sunday, July 22
“Who Put the Fun in 
Fundamentalism”
with Jim O’Brien
Fundamentalism is simple, natural, clear, and more 
than a little risky.
It makes the complex easy, such as the meaning(s) 
of the Bible; it produces order in society by 
validating the principle of patriarchy and clarifying 
the confusion about sex and sexuality. “Me Tarzan; 
you Jane.” Thump! But can we live comfortably with 
this kind of authoritarian principle operating in our 
political and social arenas? I’m not so comfortable 
with fundamentalism, and I used to be one.
The musical offerings will be played by cellist 
Philip Delaquess.

Sunday, July 29
“Grace, Unitarian Universalism, 
and Cuttlefish”
with Vicky Jones
Christianity understands grace to be the gift of 
God’s favor, freely given and extended to us despite 
our not deserving it. Without this unmerited gift, 
we would never attain eternal salvation.  Unitarian 
Universalism leaves it up to individuals to ponder 
over theological notions like eternal salvation and, 
although our common language abounds with words 
like gratitude, blessings, and thanks, the word grace 
doesn’t come up too often. How might we, a faith 
community that concerns itself more with life than 
with afterlife, unpack the ideas of deserves and gifts 
as we reach to fulfill our potential as loving beings 
in the world?  Also, cuttlefish.

Joe Harris will play music for solo guitar.
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