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Le t t e r f ro m t h e Ed i t o r
by Brittany Crawford, Communications Coordinator

The 7th Principle
of the Unitarian Universalist tradition:
“Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.”
Reflecting on our 7th Principle, the Rev. Forrest
Gilmore writes, “[W]e make a profound mistake
when we limit it to merely an environmental
idea. It is so much more. It is our response to
the great dangers of both individualism and
oppression. It is our solution to the seeming
conflict between the individual and the group.”
Each of us experiences interdependence in our
daily lives, but we often believe we’re more selfsufficient than what might be true. Proclaiming
the model of being an interdependent community
takes courage, especially in a culture defined by
“independence.”
Interdependence is not only an expression of
our values, but also the way we choose to live in
community. From coffee hour to our governance
model, interdependence is how we manage our
collective life as members, staff, and visitors.
In this edition, we say farewell to Membership
Coordinator, Jeanne Sears, as she begins her
new adventures in retirement, and to Child
Care Coordinator, Kirstin Carlson. We welcome

Brittany

Carin Bringelson, our new Student
Minister for 2018-2020. You’ll also hear
from Director of Children’s Religious
Education, Leslie Ross, about the upcoming
program year. Guest columnist, Brian
Hellmer assists me in describing our
governance model in the context of the
recent ministerial transition, and read on
to learn more about this year’s Service
Saturday event and Art in the Wright Place.
As summer draws to a close and we
enter a new programming year filled
with new experiences, new joys, and
n e w c h a l l e n g e s , l e t u s re m e m b e r
that “we really do need each other.”
In peace and grace, Brittany

“ W h a t e v e r a f f e c t s o n e d i r e c t l y, a f f e c t s a l l i n d i r e c t l y . I c a n
never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought
t o b e . T h i s i s t h e i n t e r r e l a t e d s t r u c t u r e o f r e a l i t y .”
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

Re c a l l i n g t h e Pa s t ,
L e a n i n g I n t o t h e Fu t u r e
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b y T h e R e v . D r . D o u g l a s Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m S e n i o r M i n i s t e r

I officially begin my ministry in residence with you
August 1, and the interim period commences!
One of the most difficult, meaningful, and sacred
tasks in which I have ever had to engage was the
afternoon I sat in my study and composed the letter
that told my congregation of 13 years that it was
time to go. I expected that it would be emotional,
but I was surprised at how deeply it spoke to the
core of my ministry and my life. The letter was
not an expression of anger or alienation but an
exercise in essential gratitude. When it had been
written and shared, the letter was many things: a
faithful evocation of our shared history, a fervent
and heartfelt wish for a hopeful future for us all, and
an invitation for us to be fully engaged in the time
together that remained. The transition had begun.
Transition is a process. Since resigning from my
13-year ministry in Bellingham, WA, I have been
an intentional specialist in transitional ministry.
This also means that I get to live close to the
experience of transition in my own life, moving
every couple of years and starting a new chapter.
Transition is starting your car (with a St. Francis of
Assisi lawn statue buckled into the back seat to keep
me company) and watching the moving truck cart off
everything I own for a new adventure. It is likely that
a somewhat similar scene has played out in your life.
The real point of interim ministry and an interim
time is that it is in all of our lives. Over and over
again, we face profound truths about what we must
do. We say goodbye. We open a door and step
through it for the last time. We move forward.We
take the risks of hellos and new beginnings. You
will have to do all of this countless times in your
life, and this community will continually practice
the fierce waltz of change. Thus, these two years
together offer the rare opportunity to embrace
and explore a significant metamorphosis and
understand the depth of discovery that is possible.

In Roman mythology, Janus is the sentinel
god that stands at thresholds, and with his
two heads (it IS ancient mythology, after
all; anything can happen), he looks honestly
at the past, gazes resolutely toward the
future, and grasps in his hand the key to
unlocking the present. May such a spirit
accompany our time together. In these
two years, we will explore the following:
Heritage: Consider how the congregation
has been shaped and formed by core narratives,
Mission: Define and refine a sense
o f p u r p o s e a n d m i s s i o n a l i d e n t i t y,
Leadership: Review the congregation’s
ways of organizing and developing new
and effective clergy, staff, and lay leadership,
Connections: Improve all the
relationships and net works a faith
community builds beyond itself, and
Future: Synthesize the interim work
and consult with the minister search
committee to accomplish its task. Finally,
h e l p t h e c o n g re g a t i o n p re p a re fo r
beginning well with its called minister.
It is powerful. It is life itself. May honest
reflections on the past, hopeful explorations
of the future, and a meaningful engagement
with our present guide our journeys.
Faithfully, Doug

Janus
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Meet Our Student Minister
by Carin Bringelson, 2018-2020 FUS Student Minister

I’m excited to soon begin co-creating ministry
with you! Beginning in September and for the
next two years, I will be serving as your halftime Student Minister (also known as Ministerial
Intern). Currently, I’m a second-year student at
the Meadville Lombard Theological School—
one of two Unitarian Universalist seminaries
in the country. By participating in Meadville’s
“low-residency program,” I have remained here
in Madison (where I’ve lived for 24 years) and I
travel to Chicago for face-to-face class time only
three times per year. In other words, most of
my reading, writing, and reflecting occurs while
I’m in Madison. For example, I get to be in the
comfort of my own home (or another location
with internet access) when I’m responding to
online discussion posts, listening to lectures prerecorded by my professors, or participating in
small group study sessions via video conference
calls with my fellow seminarians.
Because I’ve lived in Madison for nearly a
quarter century, some of you already know me
(and I know you!). Until just recently, I was an
active lay leader for over two decades at James
Reeb Unitarian Universalist Congregation on
the Eastside of Madison, so perhaps you know
me from our overlapping UU worlds, such
as attending Regional Assembly or MOSES
meetings and events.
Perhaps you know me from when I worked
at Dreamweavers, supporting adults with
developmental disabilities so they could live in
their own homes. Perhaps you know me from
a UW–Madison context, where I received two
Master’s degrees—one is in Educational Policy
Studies and the other in Library and Information
Studies; on campus I worked at the Havens
Center and at the Cooperative Children’s Book
Center.
Perhaps you know me from the library world; I’ve
worked at both Pinney Branch and Hawthorne
Branch public libraries, and I’ve volunteered

Carin

with WEMTA (the Wisconsin Educational
Media & Technology Association). Perhaps
you know me from my most recent
career as a librarian for a small business
called TeachingBooks.net; it’s a database of
resources about children’s books and young
adult literature geared towards educators
and librarians in the K–12 field.
Or perhaps we know people in common,
such as one of my family members. I have
been married to my wife Bev Buhr for
18+ years, and she has had careers both
as a firefighter/paramedic and as a nurse
practitioner. Our 30-year-old offspring,
Brianna Buhr, was active in Proud Theater,
rowed with the Camp Randall Rowing Club,
and got a music degree from Edgewood
College.
If our paths have not crossed previously
in Madison, perhaps we have things in
common anyway. Did you grow up in
Lincoln, NE, like I did? Did you attend
Grinnell College or Howard University,
like me? Perhaps you lived and worked
in the DC area for a while? If so, we have
commonalities! Regardless of how much
or how little the Venn Diagrams of our
lives overlap previously, I look forward to
meeting you now, and getting to know you
in the context of First Unitarian Society.
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Jeanne Sears to Retire
b y T h e R e v. Ke l l y J . C ro c ke r, M i n i s t e r o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L i f e

This month marks another transition at FUS as
we say thank you and farewell to Jeanne Sears, our
Membership Engagement Coordinator. For the last
nine years, Jeanne has brought a compassionate
and welcoming presence for members and visitors
that will be difficult to replace.We are so grateful
Jeanne found her way to this position, and that
she truly loved her work. During her tenure, we
have seen great strides in our community with
our sense of welcome and hospitality, and we
have Jeanne to thank for much of that change.
Due to financial constraints, we are not filling
the Membership Engagement Coordinator
position. Instead, we are merging this position
with our Adult Spiritual Programs Director
position. As of September 1, Janet Swanson
will be juggling the new, combined position of
Director of Membership and Adult Programs
which will include responsibilities in the realms
of membership programming and adult education.
This is where YOU come in! Obviously,
merging two positions into one isn’t an easy
task. Many responsibilities were removed in
order to create one, full-time position. In
order to make this work, we will be looking
for many volunteers in the months ahead.
How can you help? Consider creating that
warm, hospitable welcome at weekend services.
Join our Welcome Team and become an usher,
greeter, sound operator, or hospitality provider
once a month. These are our front line folks
in making our community the welcoming
place we desire. Check out www.fusvolunteer.
net to begin volunteering at our services.
New Ministry Teams are being formed to work
with Janet in her new role, and we invite you to join
one of them. Check out this great list and let us
know which one is exciting for you: Membership

Jeanne

Ministry Team, Newcomer Ministry Team,
New UU Ministry Team, Second Saturday
Potluck Team, Denominational Affairs Ministry
Team, and Adult Education Ministry Team.
More opportunities will surely arise
throughout the coming years of transition,
and we hope you will find a way to share
your gifts. In this time of change, we have
the good fortune to be building upon a
foundation that has been laid by many
hands, and that has served FUS well with
creativity, compassion, and generosity. As
we move into the days ahead, may we
carry their energy and commitment with
us as we join together to fulfill our vision
of being a force for good in the world.
Jeanne will be with us until August 30.
When you see her in the Commons after
service, please share your gratitude for all
that she has brought to us and wish her
well on the adventure of retirement. May
the blessings she has brought to us be
returned to her tenfold in the years ahead!
If you have questions about getting involved,
please contact Rev. Kelly at kellyc@
fusmadison.org.

“ In te rde p e nde nc e i s and ou g h t t o b e a s m u c h t h e i d e al o f
h umanit y as s e l f - s uf f i ci e n c y . H u m a n s a re s oc i a l b e i n g s .”
~ Mahatma Gandhi
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T h e De m o c r a t i c Pa r i s h
by Brittany Crawford, Communications Coordinator

What are the three UU sacraments? Doubt,
argument, and voting.
UUs have a great repertoire of jokes and I hope
the one above provided you with a quiet chuckle.
I’ll also admit it is difficult to write an engaging
opening line about “the democratic parish.” In
thinking about this article, I thought it might be
helpful to highlight what makes UU governance
different from other traditions. And, in true UU
fashion, I decided to start from my perspective as
someone raised in the United Methodist Church.
As a “cradle” United Methodist, I grew up with
bishops, district superintendents, and appointed
pastors. Bishops, abiding by the Book of Discipline,
approach governance from the top-down. For
example, bishops appoint a pastor at their
discretion. A congregation doesn’t decide who
will become their next pastor, and the pastor
doesn’t choose how long they stay.While there are
protocols in place to address a conflict between
pastors and individual congregations, the ultimate
decision lies with the presiding bishop. This
governance model is referred to as “connexional
polity.” In other words, adhering to the policies and
hierarchy of the larger United Methodist Church
takes precedence over the local congregation.
Unitarian Universalist governance is distinctly
different, but similar to traditions such as baptist
and congregational churches (think American
Baptist and United Church of Christ) in addition
to many Jewish synagogues. In umbrella terms, our
governance model is called “congregational polity,”
or what is considered a ground-up model. In
oversimplified terms, this means a congregation has
its own autonomy and decision-making power, and
in the UU tradition, this power lies with members.
Why this long explanation about the difference
between connexional polity and congregational
polity? I use it to highlight how we’ve arrived at an
interim minister and to remind you of your rights

and responsibilities as members. If FUS adhered
to connexional polity, the Board of Trustees
would not have had the right to choose an
interim minister. Instead, we would have been
appointed a new senior minister by a presiding
bishop. Since we adhere to a congregational
polity model, members played a role in who
was chosen as our interim minister (in this
case the member-elected Board of Trustees,
who are members, hired our interim minister).
In the May edition of The Madison Unitarian,
the Interim Search Committee succinctly
described the process for hiring the Rev.
Dr. Doug Wadkins. The Board of Trustees
established the Interim Search Task Force
and charged this committee with the goal of
finding and recommending a candidate. The
committee worked tirelessly to identify needs
and feedback from members.At the end of the
interviews, they made their recommendation
to the Board of Trustees who made the final
decision and offer. With the interim minister’s
arrival, comes the daunting task of calling a
new settled minister over the next two years.
The Board of Trustees will call forth a new
task force to identify candidates for the settled
minister position. After a candidate has been
selected, you, as members of FUS, will be asked
to vote, or what is known as “calling a minister.”
Your rights and responsibilities as members
of a democratic parish aren’t simply tied to
calling settled ministers. Article III of our
bylaws states, “ultimate authority to act in
the Society resides in its members.” This
means you have the opportunity to ratify
the annual operating budget, change bylaws,
and elect leaders to represent you. Incoming
Governance Committee Chair, Brian Hellmer,
provides more insight into the big picture
governance model at FUS in the box on the
next page. Brian was also a member of the
2010 board-appointed task force charged with
developing our current governance model.

“Only by restoring the broken connections can
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It may feel a bit daunting to figure out where
to start exercising your rights. Every year, the
Board of Trustees holds two parish meetings.
These meetings offer an opportunity for
your elected leaders (board members) to
update you on their work, and it is a space
for you to share your thoughts and ask
questions. In addition to the two parish
meetings, you also have an opportunity
to engage with our operating costs at the
annual budget forum, and most months,
the Board of Trustees holds open meetings
where members are welcome to attend.
There are a handful of individuals you can
reach out to about how governance works at
FUS. Board President Joe Kremer, welcomes
your questions and feedback at fuspres@
gmail.com. Brian Hellmer is also a great
resource for questions, and you can reach
him at brian@hellmerfamily.com. You can
also reach out to the Nominating Committee
about the process of joining committees

such as the personnel, finance or governance
committees. Rob Savage currently chairs
this committee and can be reached at rob.
savage50@gmail.com. As always, Monica
Nolan, Executive Director, can also help
you navigate our policies and procedures,
and welcomes your feedback at monican@
fusmadison.org. Finally, our ministers are
always available to help you explore how
engagement with our community can help
meet your needs, spiritual or otherwise.
If you’ve reached this final paragraph, thank
you. My professional goal was to engage you
at a basic level of governance knowledge.
Our goal as a staff was to remind you of the
vital role you, as members, play in the life of
FUS. Our democratic parish celebrates our
interdependence and the right to govern
ourselves. As a member, you are invited to
always exercise your rights and responsibilities
by engaging in our third “sacrament,” voting.

What do we mean by “governance model?”
by Br ian Hellmer, Incoming Governance Committee Chair

The governance of any organization is usually not very exciting, and yet it can be integral to
our ability to set and achieve our mission. During our 2010 review of how governance at FUS
works, we tried to address some of the issues that have plagued large churches like ours for
years—namely, what is the role of the senior minister, the board, paid staff, and our members as
we collectively try to define our mission and execute it? These questions may seem obvious to
some members, but they are actually quite difficult to answer. What types of issues should the
board deal with? Who is the head of staff? What role does staff play in achieving the mission? At
its core, governance is trying to decide how we are going to work together and “who does what.”
We wrestled with all of these questions and more during the 2010 review, and the board and parish
ultimately adopted a number of new bylaws, policies, and structures to address these questions. But these
changes don’t mean we are done talking about governance because how we want to work together can
evolve over time. As I enter the role as chair of the Governance Committee, we plan to re-examine
these questions in light of the current challenges facing FUS and ensure that our past solutions are
still relevant. We may find that our current model works, or we may find that we need to make some
changes that would help us. I look forward to working with the committee and the board to examine
these questions again and help make FUS work even better than it does today.

w e b e h e a l e d . C o n n e c t i o n i s h e a l t h . ” ~ Wendell Berry
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Answering the Call
by Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

In times like these, we hear more clearly the call
to be a force for justice and healing in this world.
Many of us at FUS are working very hard and
are finding great satisfaction by working closely
with others within this community. I’d like to
outline just a few of the established and emerging
opportunities that FUS has to offer. If you haven’t
yet, please consider joining one of these exciting FUS
sponsored efforts. And, thank you all, for all you do.
Feeding the Hungry – Each month, the Shelter
Meal Ministry Team provides a supper and a
breakfast for over 100 men (and a few women)
at the Grace Episcopal Men’s Homeless Shelter.
Our small pool of dedicated volunteers, plan, shop,
transport, cook, and serve these two healthy meals.
Helping Homeless Families – Each Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday mornings, and on additional
very cold weather nights, the Salvation Army Shelter
Team provides help and hospitality to families that
are staying at the Salvation Army Family Shelter.
Dismantling White Supremacy Culture
and Ending Racism – Our small but powerful
Equity Ministry Team is finding ways to help
FUS learn about and dismantle the racism that
is pervasive within our culture and ourselves.
Currently, they are leading a multi-generational
class for parents and children called, “Raising AntiRacist Kids Learning Collaborative,” and working
with the FUS Board of Trustees and leadership
to institute changes that will lead to becoming
a more welcoming and anti-racist community.
Madison Organizing in Strength, Equality,
and Solidarity (MOSES) - The FUS MOSES
Team plays a powerful role in connecting FUS
to the MOSES/Wisdom networks of faith-based
communities and individuals that are passionately
working for real solutions to our broken and
inhumane criminal justice system. Our FUS team
is central to creating congregational and area-wide
community building, educational, and lobbying
opportunities that address this very important issue.

Supporting Immigrants – In partnership with
Congregation Shaarei Shamayim (CSS), the Jewish
congregation that shares our campus, we are founding
members of the Dane Sanctuary Coalition, and one
of the first three sites ready to serve as a sanctuary
for immigrants at risk of deportation. Last month,
our two congregations co-hosted a presentation by
the Community Immigration Law Center and with
their help, we are finding other ways to promote
safety and support for our immigrant neighbors.
Water for Children in Gaza - CSS and FUS
are also working with other area justice groups
and spiritual communities to raise funds to bring
water filtration systems to two schools in Rafah,
a city in Gaza. You will be learning more about
this exciting project in the upcoming weeks.
Sustainability – The FUS Board of Trustees created
the Sustainability Task Force which has been working
hard to bring solar panels to our campus, decrease
our carbon footprint, and increase our overall
energy efficiency. Members of this team and other
sustainability-minded congregants are now looking
into transforming this group into a more permanent
FUS Sustainability Ministry Team that will continue to
lead us to become a stronger force for sustainability.
Voter ID, Registration and Get Out the Vote
With only half of the eligible voters casting their
votes in any given election, and with stakes as high as
they are, many of us are getting ready to do all that
we can to increase voter turn-out this fall. Watch
for more information in the coming weeks as to
how you can help the FUS “Increase Voter Turnout Team” to strengthen our democratic process.
These are just a few examples of the work FUS
members and friends are doing to promote social
and environmental justice in our community.
There are many others, as many of you know. If
you find that you are ready to do a little bit more,
please don’t hesitate to let me help you find (or
create) a FUS justice group that is right for you.
W i t h h o p e s o f h e a r i n g f ro m yo u s o o n ,
Tim
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2018 Service Saturday!
by Harr y Carnes , Ser vice Saturday Committee Member

On Saturday, August 25, folks from FUS will give a few hours of their time and energy to nonprofits
around the Madison-area. We will gather as a faith family and complete community service projects
at ten sites in what has become an annual tradition.
This year’s sites will include working with Habitat for Humanity, The Farley Center for Peace,
Justice, and Sustainability, Heartland Sanctuary for Animals, Occupy Madison, Muir Elementary
School Gardens, and at the VA Hospital. We will also have teams supporting the picnic, making hats
and comforters with the Hat Ladies for local shelters, and a group for children to bake cookies for
the shelter meals. Our work sites include opportunities for service for all ages and abilities, and
families with children are especially encouraged to join the fun.
Finally, following our day of service, we will celebrate with a community picnic in the Gaebler
Living Room and on the Meeting House grounds. It will feature a delicious vegetarian cookout, fun,
and games for children of all ages, and musical entertainment. Tickets to the picnic will be $1 to
help offset the cost of the food, or 3 for $2.
Sign-ups for Service Saturday are now available online at www.fusmadison.org/service-saturday.
Opportunities to learn more and to sign-up will also be available in the Commons before,
between, and after services during August.
Please plan to join us!

Art in the Wright Place
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

Our annual art fair fundraiser continues! Art in the Wright Place will be held on Saturday, November
17, 9 am – 5 pm and Sunday, November 18, 10 am – 4 pm. Once again, we will have a wonderful
selection of artistry to choose from: woodwork, jewelry, pottery, fiber arts, glass, and more.We hope
you’ll come shop with us, taking advantage of this great opportunity to purchase unique holiday gifts,
or something special for yourself. This year the funds raised will benefit all of First Unitarian Society,
not just the Children’s Religious Education Program. Support our FUS community and area artists!
To pull off this awesome event, we need many volunteers. Would you like to help? We
have a wide variety of tasks to be done, include setting and cleaning up, providing a
“shuttle” service for our artists, baking for our concurrent bake sale, and more. Please
go to www.tinyurl.com/artfairvolunteer and sign-up for a task that works best for you.

“Our life is an apprentice ship to the truth that around every circle
another circle and be drawn; that there is no end in nature, but every
end is a beginning, and under every deep a lower deep opens.”
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

10 • The Madison Unitarian

Children’s Religious Education
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

I love the rhythm of the academic calendar. Just
when I’m feeling restless with the routine, there’s
a winter holiday, or Easter, or summertime to
break me out of my rut. People often think that
life gets quiet in the land of Children’s Religious
Education over the summer. Hardly any kids, right?
That might be true, but our days are anything but
quiet. Karen Anderson (our Religious Education
Program Assistant) and I have been busy getting
curriculum ready for the 23 sections of classes
that will start on the weekend of September 8 &
9. Enrollments keep rolling in; binders are being
prepped for our 92 teachers; supplies are being
readied; and teachers are still being recruited, along
with some of the other 100 volunteers needed.
All this activity means that excitement is building,
and we can’t wait to welcome our families back
for another year of Children’s Religious Education!
This year you can look forward to reading more
about our Children’s Religious Education program
in these monthly newsletters as we focus on one
or two of our classes each month. This will give
you a closer look at what our kids are up to and
what they and their teachers are finding most
gratifying during their weeks together. We hope

Leslie

this will help deepen your appreciation
for the value of this vibrant program in
our FUS community, as well as for the
many volunteers who bring it to life.
More than likely, by the time this newsletter
reaches your hands/eyes, we will still have
a few remaining teaching spots to fill.
Please let me know if you have any interest
in joining a teaching team. We’d love to
expand our “village!”

Farewell to Kirstin
Sadly, this month we say a farewell to Kirstin Carlson, our Child Care
Coordinator. Kirstin has provided great love, attention and care to
our child care children, our teen care providers, and to the safety of
our child care space since June 2015. Kirstin was fortunate to start
a full-time nursing position with Planned Parenthood this past fall.
Those responsibilities, combined with caring for her elderly mom,
have led her to make the difficult decision to leave FUS. Kirstin’s last
day will be August 19. Feel free to stop by to say goodbye!
Thank you, Kirstin, for three years of contributing your talents to
our community.You will be missed!
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The Journey of True Community
by Janet Swanson, Director of Adult Spiritual Programs

On July 8, Rev. Kelly quoted Martin Buber who
wrote,“The nature of true community, of a strong
and vital religious community, is the story of
welcoming and radical hospitality. Religion is not an
intellectual exercise. It is about encountering the
holy as we move through our lives, encountering
the spark of divinity through relationship and
responding to the hopes and dreams that
we truly share. All true living is meeting.”
She also offered an invitation to consider joining
one of our new themed-based covenant groups
at FUS this fall. These groups, which we are
calling Journey Circles, will be an opportunity
for you to help create connections and find
community, as well as go deeper into your own
life and the lives of others. As Rev. Kelly said in
her reflection,“These groups will be places where
you can think about and process with others the
questions you rarely get to share. Here you will
be listened to without judgment, where no one
will try to fix you or suggest ways to solve all
of your problems. These are circles are where
the whole of you gets to show up, to share, to
listen, to be cared for, and to care for others.”
Building community is a spiritual discipline with
many rewards. It increases our ability to create
meaningful relationships and gives us the ongoing,
steady presence of others. Intentional community
creates space for deeper listening, for increased
attentiveness, and for growing compassion.
Each month these groups will reflect on our
monthly theme (i.e., gratitude, grace, mystery,
transcendence, trust, possibility) with readings or
poems. The groups have a format to follow that
allows for deeper sharing: an opening reading and
chalice lighting, a check-in, a discussion on the
theme, a check-out and a closing reading.They may
be held in homes if that is a possibility, or they can
be held at FUS. In the first session, members will
build a covenant together, as our children do each
year in their classes, creating a list of guidelines of

Janet

how they will be together, and what they
need to feel safe and welcome in that space.
More information will be available
in September, and you will have the
opportunity to sign up in the Commons
after services or by emailing me at
janets@fusmadison.org. For this coming
year, the Journey Circles will run October
through June and will meet once a month.
A facilitator (a FUS member) familiar
with these groups will be your guide.
All the information needed for each
month’s group gathering will be provided.
Journey Circles promise to be one
more way to make our large and lovely
congregation a closer place. Join us
to meet new people and make new
connections. We will explore topics of
interest, create space for reflection and
sharing, and afford you the time to be
present with a small group of others, deeply
listening and sharing with one another.
Join us as we engage in the work of creating
an intentional community of welcome,
hospitality, and greater understanding.
Yours in promise and faith, Janet
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Wright the Roof
by Monica Nolan, Executive Director

The campaign to raise funds for the Landmark restoration concluded on July 31, just in time for us
to “break ground.” When we began the external phase of our Capital Campaign, we knew it would
be challenging to reach our financial goals. However, recognizing the tremendous notability of our
facility, we reached out to our local and extended preservation community to ask for assistance. In
addition to the local WISC TV coverage, our social media campaign and targeted press release reached
Wright-enthusiasts from around the country. Several Wright organizations shared our story with
their networks, and hundreds more were reached during our regular tours of the Meeting House.
While the communications department ensured that the Wright the Roof campaign gained
local and national traction, the fundraising department, in collaboration with the Capital
Campaign Team and the Friends of the Meeting House, made one last effort to connect with
local donors. A handful of members reached out to their contacts to share our stewardship
efforts. These final efforts resulted in the procurement of over $20,400. These efforts
reminded us that it never hurts to invite our friends to support the causes we care for deeply.
A tremendous thank you, again, to all donors who have supported the restoration of the Landmark
Meeting House, both members and non-members.Thank you for sharing our story with your friends,
family, and networks.A special thank you to Rose Detmer, March Schweitzer, and Paul Fanlund for their
invaluable assistance with this project. Together we’ve built a legacy that may endure for centuries
to come.

August Red Letter Days
August 1 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Rev. Doug’s First Day @ FUS
August 10 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Parents’ Night Out Event
August 19 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Madison Pride Parade
August 25 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Service Saturday

Wheel of Life
Congratulations to our children who were dedicated on July 8: Clementine Fable Carroll-Browning,
Elliotte Anna-Catherine Gillespie, Henry Gordon Edward Parsons, William Ernest Parsons V,
Eleanor Kathlyen Rider, Olivia Helen Sullivan, and Lily Jeanne Vander Velden.
We welcome Clementine Fable Carroll-Browning who was born July 5. Congratulations to
T. Kay Browning, Caitlin Carroll, and Atticus and Tallulah!
Our thoughts continue to be with Jacqui Regenbogen as she faces the next round of treatment
and surgery. Much love and strength surround her and spouse, Dawn, in the days and weeks ahead.
July 15, 2018, was a memorable day for member Michael May and his wife, Briony Foy. Early in
the morning Mike’s mother, Beatrice M. May, died in her sleep at the age of 93 after suffering from
Alzheimer’s for many years. Later in the afternoon, Mike and Briony became grandparents for the
first time, as Ilsa May gave birth to a daughter. Ilsa was accompanied by her wife, Megan Watt.
The new baby’s name? Beatrice Anne Watt-May. There is still a Bea May in the world. We offer
our condolences and congratulations to Mike, Briony, and their family.
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 113.
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Saturday services will resume in September
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

Sunday, August 5

Sunday, August 19

“Spandrels: Exploring a
Spirituality of Unintended
Consequences”

with Karen-Rose Gredler

with the Rev. Scott Gerard Prinster

Being a scientist, I am convinced that the world
is a lawful, consistent place. However, I also know
as a historian that this conviction can lead us to
view the world as a mechanical, predictable, and
controllable place, which it is not. Sometimes
even our best plans lead us into situations we
could not have predicted – how then will we
respond, and how does Unitarian Universalism
help us to make sense of a world that is, to some
degree, always beyond our control?

Sunday, August 12

“The Poets Speak on ‘Change’”
with Pat Freres Stinger & FUS Poets

This Sunday we revive an FUS tradition, the
Poetry Service. Poets from our membership will
read selections of their own work on the topic
of Change. As we confront the challenges and
opportunities that accompany transitions, we
will draw upon poetry to inspire us with fresh
insight, give voice to our desire for wisdom, and
strengthen our sense of community.

“Leaving a Legacy”
During my process of retiring from Edgewood College,
I’ve discovered that leaving a legacy actually needs to
start long before we’ve left. Unless we are wealthy
enough to simply write a check to leave our mark, we
may want to give some serious consideration to what
our legacy may become. This is true, not only for those
of us of a certain age, but also for anyone who hopes
to be impactful in how we live and what we eventually
leave behind… whether gifts of money, public service,
volunteer work or loving care of friends and family.
Please join me for a reflection on how we may begin
thinking about the important work of leaving our legacy.

Sunday, August 26

Water Communion: “Waters of Life”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life

This uniquely UU ritual, Water Communion, reminds
us that we all come from water, we are made of mostly
water, and just like the way water scatters into raindrops
and streams, we oftentimes scatter during the summer
months. The mingling of the waters from places we
have been over the summer months symbolizes the
mingling of our lives here in this community.We ask you
to bring a small amount of water from a place sacred
to you, whether you traveled to far, exotic locations,
or whether it comes from a backyard rain barrel. As
your water mingles with the water of others, we will be
reminded of the many ways our lives are intertwined,
here at home, and with the lives of people throughout
the world.

“ Ev e r y d a y I re m i n d m y s e l f t h a t m y i n n e r
and outer life are based on the labors of
others, living and dead, and that I must exert
myself in order to give in the same measure
a s I h a v e r e c e i v e d a n d a m s t i l l r e c e i v i n g .”
~ Albert Einstein
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Inspirations

edited by Patricia Freres

A Gift
Just when you seem to your self
nothing but a flimsy web
of questions, you are given
the questions of others to hold
in the emptiness of your hands,
songbird eggs that can still hatch
if you keep them warm,
butterflies opening and closing themselves
in your cupped palms, trusting you not to injure
their scintillant fur, their dust.
You are given the questions of others
as if they were answers
to all you ask.Yes, perhaps
this gift is your answer.
~Denise Levertov

