
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Sounding of the Gong

Prelude & Water Meditation
Skye Boat Song           traditional Irish

arr. Verlene Schermer
Linda Warren, celtic harp

Welcome
Maureen Friend, Lay Worship Associate

*Ingathering Hymn
#126 • Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*Opening Words
by Richard Gilbert

*Lighting of the Chalice
And so we gather, from the ebb and flow of our lives
Thirsty for connection to ourselves
Thirsty for connection to others
Thirsty for connection to the larger life.
As we light this chalice
May all who gather here be filled:
Filled with joy and hope
Filled with compassion and love
Here, may we be filled
So that we may pour ourselves out
into the world.

–Gregory Pelley

*Exchange of Friendly Greetings

*Opening Hymn
#1000 • Morning Has Come

Gathering and Blessing of the Waters
with words and images from A cool drink of WATER
by Barbara Kerley 

Special Music
Skua      Harper Tasche

Bringing in the Rain

*Hymn
#1007 • There’s a River Flowin’ in My Soul

Story of Water
The Water Princess, by Susan Verde and Peter H. Reynolds

Offertory
The Little Fountain          Samuel Pratt

Recognition of Jeanne Sears

*Disbursing of the Waters
#1064 • Blue Boat Home   

*Benediction & Extinguishing the Chalice
by Kayle Rice
f Karen Armstrong, Theologian

Postlude (please be seated)
River Right Rhumba  Laura Zaerr
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Water Communion Service
Sunday, August 26, 2018

~ Brenda Peterson

“Like water, be gentle and 
strong. Be gentle enough 
to follow the natural paths 
of the earth, and strong 
enough to rise up and 
reshape the world.”

All money received in the basket, that does not have a designation (via 
a check memo line or a note accompanying cash) will be donated in 
accordance with the minister’s announcement at services. This typically 
includes a 50% designation for a community organization and 50% for 
FUS’s general operating expenses. Pledge payments may also be placed in 
the basket, however they must include a memo stating “Pledge Payment.”

Unitarian Universalist Sources 
The living tradition we share draws from many 
Sources: 
•  Direct experience of that transcending mystery and 

wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a 
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces 
which create and uphold life.

•  Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which 
challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil 
with justice, compassion, and the transforming power 
of love.

•  Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us 
in our ethical and spiritual life.

•  Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to 
respond to God’s love by loving our neighbors as 
ourselves.

•  Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 
guidance of reason and the results of science, and 
warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit. 
use of the democratic process within our  
congregations and in society at large;

•  Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which 
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to 
live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.

Our Continuing Bond of Union 
We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, desiring a 
religious organization in the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth, 
which shall make integrity of life its first aim, and leave 
thought free, associate ourselves together as the 
First Unitarian Society of Madison and accept to its 
membership those of whatever theological opinion, 
who wish to unite with us in the promotion of truth, 
righteousness, reverence and charity among all.  
Formulated in 1879, adapted and reaffirmed in 1980.
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