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Doug

In the Interim: Sanctuary
& the Open Question
b y  T h e  R e v . D r . D o u g l a s  Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m  S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r

October moves us more fully into the autumn 
and reveals a new theme - sanctuary! What an 
evocative and appropriate theme for this time in 
our congregation. There are so many possibilities 
and layers of meaning in that word. It can bring to 
mind a place of quiet and comfort. It often describes 
a particular space within a sacred place where 
worship occurs. It may be understood as a sort of 
spiritual rest stop that offers room to recharge. 
“sanctuary” also reminds us that in the current 
world climate there is the need for certain places 
that reclaim that ancient tradition of sanctuaries of 
respite for the refugee. You have declared yourself 
such a space that offers sanctuary for potential 
deportees so that their stories may be heard, and 
justice may prevail. 
It is fitting that our theme offers so many potential 
images in this time of change for the congregation. 
It sets the stage for shaping a helpful curiosity 
about this interim time, and brings to mind the 
importance of using this time well so that we might 
utilize the coming months for meaningful questions 
and engaged conversations about your future and 
your vision for that future. The various images of 
“sanctuary” listed above offer implications for the 
range of questions to be explored in this time. 
Each of those images of sanctuary explore some 
of the deeper meanings of the ways in which a 
space is used. Is it a place of escape, engagement 
or something altogether different? These images 
are especially useful because they may connect us 
with curiosity about the deeper purposes of this 
congregation.
From these images, we might shape questions that 
help us delve meaningfully into the congregation’s 
missional identity. Some of those questions would 
include—who are we as a congregation? Whom do 

we serve and whom do we wish to serve 
as a congregation? What are we called 
to do now and in the next few years? 
The various images and issues raised by 
sanctuary interact helpfully with these 
questions. What do we intend for the 
space at FUS to offer to each other and 
to the world? Is it a place of refuge, a place 
of challenge, both or none of the above? 
Whom do we intentionally seek to bring 
to our hallowed spaces and whom might 
we, perhaps unintentionally, shut out? 
October will offer a chance in worship and 
beyond to explore some of these images, 
questions, and their implications for the 
future. The Parish Meeting on October 
14 at 12:30 pm will be one place that you 
will have an early opportunity to add your 
voice to this conversation. I look forward 
to our journey!

Warmly,
Doug 

“Remember,  the  ent rance door  to the  sanctuary  i s  i n s ide  you .”
~  Rumi
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In the Interim: Sanctuary
& the Open Question
b y  T h e  R e v . D r . D o u g l a s  Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m  S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r

From the President
b y  J o e  K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S  B o a r d  o f  Tr u s t e e s

Joe 

The FUS Board of Trustees is gearing up for an 
exciting year. A significant focus will be on our 
multi-year process of transition from our long-
serving senior minister to hiring a new called 
minister. As many of you know, we have hired 
interim minister, the Rev. Doug Wadkins to help 
lead our congregation during this period. Doug has 
hit the ground running, already pulling together 
a Transition Task Force of members who will 
support him with many transition activities. An 
important part of their work will be gathering 
feedback from members. It is a significant and 
challenging task to take in all of our various ideas 
and boil them down to a cohesive plan. Luckily, 
Doug has focused his professional career on 
congregations in transition and comes to us with 
a wealth of experience. 
His expertise will be on display during our fall 
parish meeting on October 14 at 12:30 pm. 
The focus of the meeting will be the upcoming 
transition, with breakout groups and a full group 
discussion.  Anyone with an interest in taking part 
in shaping our future should attend. For those 
unable to attend, an on-demand video will be 
available a few days after the meeting via a link 
on the FUS website.
For those who are wondering about the selection 
process for the next called minister, that will 
begin in earnest later this coming spring when 
a Ministerial Search Task Force will convene. If 
you are interested in being a part of the task 
force, please let a Board member know, or reach 
out to myself (fuspres@gmail.com) or chair of 
the Nominations Committee, Rob Savage (rob.
savage50@gmail.com).
Some other items of interest: 
• The Board recently approved staff moving 

forward with the exploration of how best to 
finance a solar array large enough to account 
for nearly 25 percent of our energy usage. We 
owe a significant thank you to the Sustainability 

Task Force for spending the past year 
working on a strong proposal. 

• Following up on an Equity Ministry 
Team proposal, in October FUS staff 
and lay leaders will be participating in a 
half-day YWCA workshop on creating 
a more equitable organization. 

• Roof repairs are in progress! It is 
everyone’s goal to have this be the final 
structural repair to the original Frank 
Lloyd Wright building in our lifetimes, 
so things were held up a bit while a 
third-party reviewed the proposed 
structural changes and confirmed they 
were the best option.  

Please remember that FUS has thrived 
because of our ability to bring together 
our various voices and blend them into a 
vibrant community–join us Oct. 14 for the 
parish meeting!
Have a great beginning to the fall,
Joe Kremer, president
FUS Board of Trustees

Please feel free to email questions, 
concerns or comments to: fuspres@
gmail.com
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A Fiscal Year in Review
The program year has begun again and many 
of you are joining us after a brief summer 
hiatus. Before moving forward, let’s take a 
look back at our last full fiscal year, which 
came to a close on June 30, 2018.
Starting at the very highest level, with the 
numbers contained in our “Statement of 
Financial Position” report, we have a total of 
$1.98 million in cash and cash equivalents, 
which is approximately $1.17 million dollars 
more than last year at this time. Our fixed 
assets have an estimated value of $10.26 
million. This includes things such as our land, 
building, furniture, equipment, etc.

Capital
As you can imagine, our increase in cash is 
largely a result of the donations paid to our 
“Building a Legacy - Capital Campaign.” In our 
Capital Fund this past year we’ve seen nearly 
$1.42 million in income, $168k in expenses 
and transfers, resulting in a net income of 
$1.26 million.

Designated & Restricted
In our Designated & Restricted Fund account, 
we began the year with nearly $173k, have 
accepted $80k in new donations, completed 
$86k in parish-approved transfers to the 
operating fund, spent $57k, and thus ended 
the quarter with approximately $109k in 
these 13 funds.

Operating
In the Operating Fund we anticipated $1.94 
in income and expenses, projecting a net gain 
of $60. Ultimately, our actual income was 
approximately $1,911,000 and our expenses 
were $1,929,000, therefore ending the year 
with a $17,500 deficit, which is about $4,400 
less than last year’s relatively small deficit. 

Taking Care of Business
b y  M o n i c a  N o l a n , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

17-18

Actuals

17-18

Budget Variance

Operating Income

Pledge Payments 1,177,760 1,220,000 -42,240

Rental Income 224,323 233,878 -9,555

Foundation Income 136,725 130,254 6,471

Collections & Gifts 126,192 131,514 -5,322

Fundraising 50,671 55,500 -4,829

Program Income 45,102 51,800 -6,698

Funds Transfers 141,863 112,039 29,824

Other Income 8,382 5,375 3,007

Total Operating Income 1,911,018 1,940,360 -29,342

Operating Expenses

Personnel Expenses 912,273 897,343 14,930

Personnel Benefits/Taxes 263,668 299,122 -35,454

Mortgage 294,229 294,228 1

Building 202,688 204,102 -1,414

Program 138,095 153,662 -15,567

Administrative 82,780 65,693 17,087

Communications 15,120 17,900 -2,780

Fundraising/Membership 19,149 8,250 10,899

Other Expenses 585 0 585

Total Operating Expenses 1,928,587 1,940,300 -11,713

Net Operating Income -17,569 60 -17,629

Other Income

Des/Res Income 79,914 33,130 46,784

Capital Income 1,413,368 1,001 1,412,367

Transfer to Cap from Des/Res 10,000 0 10,000

Mortgage Principal Paydown 125,559 0 125,559

Total Other Income 1,628,841 34,131 1,594,710

Other Expenses

Expenses from Capital 102,183 40,001 62,182

Expenses of Restr or Board Desg 57,461 35,329 22,132

Transfer from Cap Funds to Ops 66,037 65,000 1,037

Transfer from Des/Res to Ops 75,826 47,039 28,787

Transfer from Des/Res to Cap 10,000 0 10,000

Total Other Expenses 311,507 187,369 124,138

Net Other Income 1,317,334 -153,238 1,470,572

Total Net Income 1,299,765 -153,178 1,452,943

16-17

Actuals

Variance

from 16-17

1,174,714 3,046

241,382 -17,059

122,717 14,008

120,776 5,416

21,701 28,970

64,334 -19,232

93,111 48,752

8,899 -517

1,847,634 63,384

857,822 54,451

272,971 -9,303

294,229 0

197,191 5,497

137,628 467

83,115 -335

15,262 -142

11,850 7,299

70 515

1,870,138 58,449

-22,504 4,935

93,992 -14,078

485,524 927,844

38,275 -28,275

120,645 4,914

738,436 890,405

25,493 76,690

54,760 2,701

45,000 21,037

48,111 27,715

38,275 -28,275

211,639 99,868

526,797 790,537

504,293 795,472

I hope you’ll also take a minute to review the Statement of Financial Activities. As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to myself or the Finance Committee if you have questions about our financial state. Our Finance Committee Chairperson, 
Adam Simcock, can be reached at awsimcock@gmail.com and you can email me at monican@fusmadison.org.

Statement of Financial Activities for fiscal year 2017-2018
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What’s In A Name?
b y  C a r i n  B r i n g e l s o n , 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 0  F U S  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t e r

Carin

I love my name. Named after my Danish great-
grandmother, my first name is pronounced 
car’-in.  I often share the mnemonic, “Like car-in 
the garage.” Growing up, my name seemed like 
it had just the right amount of unique to not get 
lost in the crowd, but also not so weird as to 
stand out like a sore thumb. It gave me a reason 
to speak up when roll was called by the teacher, 
a reason to practice speaking my mind. Being 
named after Grandma Carrie (she reportedly 
didn’t use “Carin”) reminds me how grateful I 
am for all that she brought me and my family.  
And because she died at the age of 40 from 
pancreatic cancer, I feel especially committed 
to living my life to the fullest as long as I have it. 

Part of living my life to the fullest has meant 
answering my call to the ministry.  Now into my 
second year of seminary, I’m finding my official 
introduction to First Unitarian Society to be 
fascinating, and at times overwhelming. Any 
unpleasant emotions I’ve experienced have been 
tempered by the warm welcome many of you 
have extended I’ve appreciated the one-on-one 
introductions so I can learn names and faces bit 
by bit.  Thank you!  These introductions have got 
me wondering about the stories behind your 
names. I am so curious to meet more of you, 
and to learn more about who you are!

As I continue into the first year of my internship, 
I am also curious about the names that are used 
around FUS.  I am learning what the “Commons” 
means and where the “Hearthroom of the 
Landmark” is. I have also noticed that we 

have auditoriums here. The “Landmark 
Auditorium” is part of the original building 
completed in 1951, while the “Atrium 
Auditorium” is part of the addition 
completed in 2008.  This naming of space 
is worth slowing down to ponder, given 
that this month our theme is sanctuary.  

At least in name, we don’t have 
“sanctuaries” here.  What does that tell us 
about the roots of this community?  About 
our current mission? Are we a place of 
refuge or safety, as the term “sanctuary” is 
defined? Or are we simply a large hall used 
for public gatherings, such as performances 
or speeches? Or perhaps it is both? Or 
something completely different? Let me 
know what you think and feel. And while 
you’re at it, tell me about your name by 
emailing me at carinb@fusmadison.org. 

“As  we  come to  know ,  accept ,  and  exp lore  our  fee l i ngs ,  t hey  w i l l 
become sanctuar ie s and fortre sse s and spawning grounds for the most 
rad ica l  and dar ing  of  ideas–the house of  d i f fe rence so nece ssary  to 

change and the  conceptua l i za t ion  of  any mean ingfu l  act ion .”
~  Audre Lorde
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Chalice Lighting
May the flame we now kindle

call us back to our center,
and guide us back to our breath.

May our chalice
remind us that we are held
and welcomed as we are.

In this house of acceptance and love,
may we remember that there is a place for our whole selves,

a place where no piece of us has to hide.

The Umbrella Sanctuary
by Tim Atkins

Once there was a little girl who was caught outside in a rainstorm. She ran inside to the nearest store 
to wait out the storm.  As soon as she closed the door, a bright flash and a loud boom of thunder 
followed. 
The little girl knew that she would be stuck in that store for quite a while. She started to look around 
in the store when the shop keeper appeared. 
“Young woman,” said the old shopkeep, “can I help you with something?”  The little girl pointed outside 
at the rain. “Did you run in here to escape the rain?”
The little girl nodded. “Well, you can wait here if you’d like in my little sanctuary. We’ve got a sturdy 
roof over our heads, and it will keep you safe and dry.”

Bringing It Home
b y  Ke l l y  J .  C r o c k e r , M i n i s t e r  o f  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e

The Rev. Charles Grady wrote that our churches are places 
of refuge and sanctuary for the bruised and tired, and also 
places of healing and renewal. They are clearings in the 
wilderness of this time. I love this image of our congregation 
being a clearing for you in this wilderness in which we find 
ourselves. For me, providing sanctuary means this clearing 
and also includes providing a sense of sacredness, of being 
at home, of finding a sense of peace, calm amidst chaos, 
companions on this journey. Fifteen months ago, we declared 
ourselves a sanctuary for those who face the fear and threat 
of deportation. We declared ourselves a haven of peace, calm, 
and announced that we were ready to companion others 
on this journey. 

Kelly

The word “sanctuary” conjures up feelings of safety and protection, that universal desire to find a 
space to retreat from the dangers of the world.  As the Irish proverb says, “It is in the shelter of each 
other that the people live.” It is also from this place that we are called to go forth and offer this gift 
to others. Where do you find sanctuary? And from that place of healing and renewal, how do you 
share that with others?

In this month ahead may you find moments of sanctuary–in healing music, comforting friendship, 
blessed silence.
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Activity:  Sharing Your Umbrella

In this story, the umbrella represents the many ways we can help one another through the storms of 
life. On a large piece of poster board, draw an umbrella and have your family decorate it with colors 
or stickers, pieces of tissue paper, etc. Each time one of you comes home and has helped someone, 
add something to your poster – blue buttons to be raindrops, or paper raindrops, or rays of the sun, 
something that helps your family remember that we can each provide moments of sanctuary and 
healing for others throughout our days.

The little girl appreciated the offer, but she really needed to get back outside and find her family. “Or,” 
continued the shopkeep, “you could head back outside with this.” The shopkeep pulled out an umbrella.
“Take this,” said the shopkeep. “I don’t know why it’s raining. But I do know that you can keep dry 
under this portable sanctuary.”
The little girl beamed, but then stopped in her tracks. “I don’t have any money,” she said.
The shopkeep waved her off, “No worries. Just be sure to offer the umbrella to someone else when 
they need it.”
The little girl accepted the umbrella, headed back outside, opened up her umbrella and went on her way.
She was happy and dry. She started skipping down the street and was perfectly happy when she saw 
a man wearing a suit, trying to keep dry with a newspaper over his head. She heard another loud 
boom and the newspaper began to fall apart under the heavy rain. She skipped over to the man in 
the suit and held the umbrella up as high as she could.
“Thank you,” said the man.
Remembering the words from the shopkeep, the little girl told the man, “I don’t know why it’s raining. 
But I do know that you can keep dry with me under this portable sanctuary.”
The man smiled in relief. He had been having a really bad day – see, he was wearing a suit because 
he was on his way to a job interview. He had been without work for a long, long time, and needed 
to walk to the interview because he couldn’t afford a car.  When it started to rain, he cursed his 
luck – he would show up to his really important job interview soaked, and he knew it would make 
a really bad first impression.
The little girl spotted her family across the street.
“Here,” she said, “take the umbrella with you. I see my family right over there.” “I couldn’t take your 
umbrella,” said the man.
“No! Take it! Just be sure to offer the umbrella to someone else when they need it.”
The girl put the umbrella into his hands and then ran off to meet her family.
The man couldn’t believe how nice she was. He knew he had to hurry, though, because it was almost 
time for his interview.  Another boom of thunder caused him to start running.
Well, I can tell you that the man got that job. And soon enough, he was able to afford to buy a few 
umbrellas of his own. Whenever it would rain, he would bring not only his umbrella that the little 
girl had given him, he would bring two more small umbrellas to give away to people who were stuck 
outside in the rain. And every time he gave away an umbrella, he would say,
“I don’t know why it’s raining. But I do know that you can keep dry under this portable sanctuary.”
And soon, everyone in their town had an umbrella that they would take with them. And if the 
townspeople passed by someone without an umbrella, they would give up their own umbrella and 
pass on the words, now known by the entire town; “I don’t know why it’s raining. But I do know that 
you can keep dry under this portable sanctuary.”
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Tim

Breathing Into Our One Heart 
Sanctuary
b y  T i m  C o r d o n , S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o o r d i n a t o r

This is a very exciting month! Rarely do I feel so 
intensely sure that what I am doing is just right. 
I’m loving the laser-sharp action that is inspired 
by this unmistakable “movement moment.” Now 
is the time to come together, boldly reaching for 
the widest imaginable circle, daring to believe that 
there is still hope for democracy. 
Nothing like an impending election to strengthen 
one’s drive to really and truly side with love in 
a new and interactive way. Let’s throw open the 
doors for outrageous optimism, and warm and 
welcoming engagement. Our energy, our numbers, 
and our human passion may really make the 
difference.  
We must be very clear: this is a pivotal point in 
our planet’s unfolding. Our window of opportunity, 
our ability to transition from the multitude of 
disastrous global practices and trends to a safe, 
just, and sustainable world, is closing. This may 
really be humanity’s “now or never” moment; it 
still might not be too late. Perhaps we really can 
build the massive, all-inclusive and unstoppable 
movement of love that our children are counting 
on.  
Breathe in:  We all are one. Breathe out:  There is 
enough. Breathe in:  There is still time. Breathe out:  
We are ready.  (Repeat often.) 
Breathing into these realities, I feel the stirring 
of hope. It is waking to the calls of generations 
still coming, calling me home to the safety of our 
one-heart sanctuary. We are forming teams of 
beloved siblings. We are diving deeper into the 
seas of possibility. Closer and ever more aware, 
we are acting and dreaming together. We are going 
beyond our previous normal limits.  

Have you joined a team yet? Where 
do your creative juices fuel the fires of 
love’s revolution? Imagine what’s possible 
when we dare to harness our synergistic 
potential. None of us are as smart, wise, 
strong, connected, or talented as all of 
us together. Everyone has a special gift. 
Everyone has a part to play in our amazing 
liberation story. Our teams are growing 
with our imaginations and our love.  
I am so grateful for the generous love of 
this beloved community.  What a gift it is to 
be a part of your teams – you writers and 
weavers of this new story, you explorers 
and inventors of this new world. Together, 
we are holding each other in our sacred, 
one-heart sanctuary. Holding together a 
space for courage, compassion, and radical 
collaboration. Holding a home for hope. 
Breathe in: We are one. Breathe out:  There 
is enough. Breathe in:  There is time. Breathe 
out:  We are ready. 

“We go to sanctuary  to remember  the  th ings  we ho ld  most 
dear,  the  th ings  we cher i sh  and love .  And then–the great 
cha l lenge–we re turn  home seek ing to enact  th i s  w i sdom as 

be st  we can in  our  da i ly  l i ve s .”
~  William Cronon
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Breathing Into Our One Heart 
Sanctuary
b y  T i m  C o r d o n , S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o o r d i n a t o r

Adult Rel ig ious education
b y  J a n e t  S w a n s o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  A d u l t  P r o g r a m s

Janet

Welcome, October!
Journey Circles begin this month! Our monthly worship themes are central 
to this new Small Group Ministry offering. These Circles are comprised 
of small groups of six to 10 individuals that meet once a month and are 
facilitated by a trained volunteer. Reflection and discussion at each two-hour 
gathering will focus specifically on our congregational monthly theme, and 
our time will be structured to help us set aside daily distractions and make 
connections with one another. Sign-up in the Commons! Various days and 
times available.
As autumn arrives, consider stretching your mind, engaging your body, and 
enlivening your spirit through our fall programming. There is much to learn 
and to do. Join us!
Yours in promise and faith,
Janet

Fall Adult Religious Education Programs
Signing up is easy! Choose one of four options to register:
Online: Classes are posted on our website at www.fusmadison.org/spiritual-programs/classes/.
On site: Paper forms are available at all entrances or at the Adult RE table in the Commons.
Email: Sign-up for the Adult RE mailing list and get a copy delivered to your inbox (email janets@
fusmadison.org to join).
By mail: Request a paper copy by emailing Janet at janets@fusmadison.org.

The Awakening Joy Experience: Continuing the Journey 
with Rev. Kelly Crocker and Suzanne Buchko
Dates: Wednesdays, once a month
October 24, and November 28, 2018; January 23, February 27, and April 24, 2019
Time: 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Fee: $40
No prior experience or knowledge of the material is necessary.

Fall Movie Series: “UU Principles and the Silver Screen”
facilitated by various FUS members
Dates: Tuesdays, October 9, 16, 23, 30, and November 6, 2018
Time: 5:45 pm – 8:30 pm
Fee: $25
Has Hollywood produced movies that touch on our Seven Principles? What do films abroad, or Indie 
productions here and worldwide have to share? 

Journey Through Transition
with Jeanne Bowman, SoulCollage Facilitator
Date: Saturday, October 13, 2018
Time: 9am - 12pm
Fee: $35
This is an invitation to those who have experienced a personal change or loss. The process begins 
with what was lost, moves to the deep inner work of reorientation and ends with anticipating what 
new beginning might emerge.  
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Wave of  sor row ,
Do not  drown me now :
I  see  the  i s land
St i l l  ahead somehow .
I  see  the  i s land
And i ts  sands  are  fa i r :
Wave of  sor row ,
Take me there .

The Value of a Third Space
with Sagashus T. Levingston, Founder/CEO Infamous Mothers
Date: Sunday, October 21, 2018
Time: 2 pm – 4 pm in the Atrium Auditorium, followed by book signing and light refreshments
Free and open to the public. Donations will be accepted for the organization Infamous Mothers. 
Ms. Levingston’s talk will focus on the importance of rethinking space and place in the fight for racial 
justice. 

Inspired! A Five-Week Class in Creativity and Divination
with Nancy Vedder-Shults and Sarah Sadie
Dates: Tuesdays, October 23, 30 and November 6, 13 and 20, 2018
Time: 7 pm – 9 pm
Fee: $50 
Learn techniques for tapping your inner wisdom and explore possibilities to grow and nurture your 
creative ideas and projects. Nancy and Sarah co-facilitate this class in divination and creativity. Come 
bloom with us!

Prayer and Its Role in Our Lives
with Carin Bringelson, FUS Student Minister 
Dates: Tuesdays, October 23, 30 and November 6, 2018
Time: 6:30 pm – 8 pm
Fee: $25
This class is an opportunity to delve into the questions of what, why, when, how, and who as they 
relate to prayer.  You are welcome, whether you identify as a pray-er or not.

“Beneath the Surface” documentary
sponsored by FUS Partner Church Ministry Team
Date: Friday evening, November 2, 2018
Time: 5:45 pm – 9 pm; includes supper for all, and a child-friendly movie
No fee; donations for food appreciated
Join us to learn the history of this beautiful and haunting place and about the resilience of the 
community of Unitarians who once lived there. 

Is land
by Langston Hughes
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Children’s Religious Education
b y  C h i l d r e n ’ s  R e l i g i o n  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t r y  Te a m

Spotlight On…
Would you like to learn more about our Children’s 
Religious Education classes? We hope so, and to 
help you do that we will include a “Spotlight On…” 
article in each newsletter that will focus on one 
or two of our classes. We’ll begin with the end… 
Coming of Age. 
Coming of Age is the last offering in our CRE 
program. In our 8th grade relationship and sexuality 
class—Mind, Body & Soul—we begin with the 
premise that we are all sexual beings and as such, 
we have a responsibility to express that part of 
ourselves in ways that are responsible and respectful 
of ourselves and others. In COA, we begin with the 
premise that we are all spiritual beings; as such we 
have a responsibility to ourselves to explore our 
spiritual nature and to respect others’ explorations 
as well. Ninth grade presents a wonderful window 
of opportunity for that exploration.
Our COA program marks the transition from being 
a child to being a teen. Developmentally speaking, 
9th graders are prime for engaging with material 
and experiences that stretch their perspective of 
the world and all its diversity, that stake out their 
beliefs as distinctly their own (as opposed to their 
parents’ or peers’, for instance), and that allow them 
to go deeper into the complexity of spiritual issues. 
Through group discussions, experiential learning, 
and personal reflection, we hope to pull our COA 
participants deeper and wider into spiritual thought 
and self awareness. COA participants explore our 
UU principles and what it means to actually live those 
principles. They look at cross-cultural beliefs about 
God, explore diverse ideas about what happens when 
we die, and look at the many ways that people have 
made sense of crises and adversity through time 
and cultures. Toward the end of the year, they spend 
half a day in solitary, contemplative time in nature.  
The culmination of the year is the Coming of Age 
worship service where our COA teens deliver their 
belief statements to our congregation. These worship 
services never fail to inspire awe and hope!
One former COA participant says, “The class made 
me think of things that I had never thought of 
before.”  Another adds:  “I loved the COA program, 

and I think it helped me understand key elements 
about myself that I would not have realized 
otherwise….” Many teens have left COA feeling 
supported and cared for by their faith community. 
While the busy-ness of their lives may keep them 
from physically coming here, what we hear is 
that FUS stays with them. They may wear their 
chalice pendant, a gift they receive at the end of 
COA, for many years to come. They may carry 
their UU Principles wallet card with them so 
they can always be ready to share something of 
their faith. Some have even had chalice tattoos 
inked onto them. COA is a rich and meaningful 
way of exploring their faith and for so many, of 
developing a strong UU identity. “I love when my 
conversations with friends turns to religion,” one 
former COA teen says. “I’m so proud to be UU, 
and it gives me the chance to shout it out!”
Our facilitators find COA a meaningful experience 
as well. As adults who have gone through their 
own version of adolescent transition, they 
can appreciate how important it is to provide 
structure, support, and sacred space for teens to 
find their anchoring. “What a gift it would have 
been to have had a community and a program 
where I could truly ask ‘Who am I? What do I 
think about all these mysteries that surround 
me?’” And a bonus:  not only does COA minister 
to our teens, but to our facilitators as well. Says 
one facilitator: “COA is a rewarding experience 
not just for teens but for the teachers as well….  
we try to give them tools for use in their lifetime 
journey figuring out how to be true to themselves 
and to find their place in the world.  In the process, 
we teachers make our own journeys better.”
Our greatest hope is that COA provides a sacred 
space—a sanctuary—where young people can 
engage with themselves and with others in ways 
that help them to find and create meaning in this 
life and to then take that wisdom back out into the 
world. It is a gift to them, to our FUS community, 
and to the world!
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Overhead Notes: The Roof Report
b y  D a v e  We b e r , O w n e r ’ s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

Progress! We have progress! There is 
fresh copper on the Loggia, with roofing 
to begin soon on the Lobby.
As work progresses it becomes possible 
to start putting points on a timeline. 
But! In outdoor work, weather can shift 
the predicted times. Also, there are nine 
different joints to duplicate, and all of them 
are unique to the Meeting House.
The beautiful view out of the Prow is 
obscured by scaffolding and plywood as 
the glass is being replaced. We’re also 
replacing the steel support struts which 
were removed some time between 
construction and the dedication. New 
steel braces will strengthen the angles of 
the Prow.

New copper is installed over the Loggia.

FUS Roof Restoration Timeline
Loggia Roof  August 13 - October 26, 2018
Lobby Roof  October 26 - December 21, 2018

(weather permitting)
Prow Restoration September 16 - November 9, 2018
Structural Repair September 16 - November 9, 2018
Auditorium Roof April 1 - August 13, 2018

In the attic, new steel reinforces the failing “J” 
truss both horizontally and vertically, as it is 
warped in both directions.
Work on the surface of the Auditorium roof will 
commence with the onset of warm weather.

“Mus ic  was  my re fuge .  I  cou ld  craw l  i n to the  space between 
the  note s  and cur l  my back  to lone l i ne ss .”

~Maya Angelou
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“Wi th in  you there  i s  a  st i l l ne ss  and sanctuary  to wh ich  you 
can re t reat  a t  any t ime and be yourse l f .”

~Hermann Hesse

In Memoriam: Rev. Max Gaebler
b y  B r i t t a n y  C r a w f o r d , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o o r d i n a t o r

On September 7, 2018, our beloved Minister Emeritus, 
the Reverend Max Gaebler passed away at age 97. 
A graduate of Harvard Divinity School, Max was 
ordained in 1944 and served congregations in 
Massachusetts and Iowa prior to his arrival with his 
late wife, Carolyn, in 1952. Max retired from 35 years 
of ministry at FUS in 1987.
Max guided FUS through the first years in our 
Landmark Auditorium. Active in the Unitarian 
Universalist Association, Max served in leadership 
roles with the Unitarian Ministers Association, the 
Joint Commission on Ministry during the Unitarian 
and Universalist merger, was the first president to 
serve the Midwest Unitarian Universalist Conference, 
and also served as president of the Retired Unitarian 
Universalist Ministers and Partners. He joined UUA 
leadership on international tours to Europe, Japan, 
the Philippines, and the Vatican. After his retirement 
in 1987, Max would serve as an interim minister in 
Australia, New Zealand, and Vancouver, B.C.. Perhaps 
his most inspiring denominational role was co-chairing 
the Black and White Action organization with Dr. 
Glover Barnes. The forming of this organization is a 
result of a commitment to the racial integration of 
the UUA.
Rev. Gaebler’s activism in the denomination did not 
deter from his active and inspiring work at home in 
Madison. Named as one of the city’s most influential 
citizens of the 20th century by Isthmus, Max was 
actively involved in the civil rights movement on the 
UW-Madison campus, with the Wisconsin Association 
for Mental Health, and inspired and challenged his 
many listeners on his “Religion for Today” weekly 
broadcast.
As we mourn the loss of Max, both as a leader in our 
FUS community and in the wider Madison community, 
we share our gratitude for his exceptional ministry 
with us. Please join us for Max’s memorial service on 
December 1, 2018.
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October 5  .................................................................................................................................................  First Friday Films
October 14  ..................................................................................................................................................  Parish Meeting
October 17  ..................................................................................................................................................  Board Meeting

Wheel of Life
It is with heavy hearts that we share the passing of our Minister Emeritus, the Reverend Max 
Gaebler. Max served as our minister for 35 years before retiring in 1987. Our thoughts and love 
are with his family and loved ones.

Our hearts are with the family of Harriet Gorski who passed away on August 23 surrounded by 
her children, Michael and JoAnn. A memorial service is planned for October 20 at 1 pm in the 
Atrium Auditorium.

Our hearts are with Jeanne Bowman and her family as they mourn the loss of her brother, 
Raymond Hand who passed way on August 17.

Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 113.

October Red Letter Days

Many Hands!
b y  L e s l i e  R o s s , D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ’ s  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n

Art in the Wright Place, our annual art fair fundraiser, 
will take place on Saturday, November 17 and Sunday, 
November 18. In order to pull off this event successfully, 
as well as the Sunday bake sale that accompanies the 
art fair, we’ll need the help of many hands. Whether 
it’s baking for the bake sale, schlepping tables, moving 
benches, providing coffee to our artists, or other tasks, 
your help is needed! Please visit our website at www.
fusmadison.org/artfair/ to sign up for the task that best 
fits your time and talents. Unlike previous years when 
funds from Art in the Wright Place were used strictly 
for the Children’s Religious Education program, this 
year’s funds will benefit the overall well-being of FUS. 
Let’s all work together to make it the best year yet! 
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A Month of Services 
Saturday services begin at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium

Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium 

October 6 & 7
“Would You Harbor Me?”
with the Worship Team
We begin October with our introduction to 
our theme of sanctuary. Again utilizing a team 
approach, we will explore the many layers 
of the concept of sanctuary in our religious 
tradition. We will invite you to explore your 
own connections and the implications of these 
ideas for you and this community. 

October 13 & 14
“Brave Space”
Carin Bringelson, FUS Student Minister
Continuing with the theme of sanctuary, we’ll 
be exploring more about what it means to be 
safe, to feel safe.  What do we do when safety 
and refuge are not available to us?  How might 
we move into Brave Space during those times?  
Our new Student Minister, Carin Bringelson, 
will be exploring the dynamic interplay between 
safety and courage in her own life, and invite 
you to do the same.

October 20 & 21
“Sanctuary Within and Among 
Us”
The Rev. Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of 
Congregational Life
In June 2017, we voted to become an official 
Sanctuary Congregation. We have been physically 
preparing our space to host someone when the 
need arises. How do we create sanctuary space 
within our own hearts:  refuge for ourselves 
when the world is a difficult place? How can the 
concept of sanctuary live among us and prepare 
us, emotionally and spiritually, to become 
sanctuary for one another? We’ll explore how 
we can create a community that is a blessing 
to the life of anyone who enters. 

October 27 & 28
“What DOES It Mean to be a 
People of Sanctuary?”
The Rev. Doug Wadkins, Interim Senior 
Minister
Coming full circle on our theme of sanctuary 
we will seek some synthesis and deepening into 
the call that creating intentional sacred space 
asks of us. What is next for FUS? How can you 
take your part in creating that space? 

“ In that year [1865] John Muir  offered to buy f rom his  brother . . .a 
sanctuary  for  the  w i ld f lowers  that  had g laddened h i s  youth . 
H i s  brother  dec l i ned to par t  w i th  the  land ,  but  he  cou ld  not 
suppre ss  the  idea :  1865 st i l l  s tands  in  Wiscons in  h i s tory  as  the 

b i r th -year  of  mercy for  th ings  natura l ,  w i ld ,  and f ree .”
~Aldo Leopold
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