
A Message from the
Stewardship Campaign Chair,
Steve Goldberg

Welcome to our 2019 Stewardship Campaign—your opportunity to help our thriving community achieve 
the following:

• Provide full support for Religious Education and youth programming so all our young people will 
feel valued here.

• Offer a wide range of holistic family events, programs, and experiences to help families thrive.
• Make sure that all of our member programs and services are fully staffed and resourced so FUS 

can serve as a thriving spiritual home across generations.
• Become an even stronger force for social and environmental justice.
• Increase our ability to host numerous community events in our welcoming space, thus expanding 

our community engagement while creating a robust revenue stream.
• Actively leverage our world-class music program as a community outreach tool.
• …and much more!

Take a look at the materials provided and decide how much you want to contribute so FUS can achieve 
these things and more.  And Thank You for being a real “FUS”—First Unitarian Steward.
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“Stewardship is the collective 
responsibility for something
b i g g e r  than  o u r s e lv e s . ”

Together, we create and support the beloved community we call the First Unitarian 
Society of Madison.  As stewards, we give of our time, our talents, and our financial 
support.

FUS Members & Affiliates are stewards of:
• a thriving spiritual home across generations
• a community of social justice advocates
• a historic building
• a legacy of inclusivity and celebrating individualism

Formerly known as the Annual Campaign, the Stewardship Campaign takes a 
holistic approach to contributions of time and financial support to FUS.  As part 
of this approach, we’re implementing a new Sustaining Steward option that allows 
your contribution to continue year after year. To become a Sustaining Steward, 
simply check the box on your pledge form and indicate the number of years you 
want your pledge to continue. There is no minimum amount requirement to be a 
Sustaining Steward, and you can change your pledge amount and duration at any 
time.

Our 2019 Stewardship Campaign goal is $1.5 million, a 25% increase over last year’s 
goal, so we can continue to build on our work together.  The charts below can 
help you better understand our expenses and how we can reach our goal.  The By 
The Numbers graphic identifies what we estimate as an average gift to reach $1.5 
million.  The Funding @ FUS pie chart illustrates how we use your gifts to fund our 
community. We recognize the diversity of financial situations among us, and your 
gift, regardless of amount, is vital to our continued success.
 
The financial stewardship of this community takes all of us, and this year we’re 
striving for 100% participation at any level. If you need more information, please 
visit our website at www.fusmadison.org/stewardship.

Thank you for giving generously to our community.

funding @ FUS

Stewardship Campaign
Timeline

Weekend of Stewardship  
March 2 & 3

Month of Stewardship
March 2 - 31

“Because of  You” Celebration    
April 5

How to make
a pledge

You can make a pledge using 
the enclosed paper form and 
returning it to FUS in person 
or by mail. You can also make a 
pledge online by visiting www.
fusmadison.org/stewardship.

questions?
If you would like to speak to 
someone about the pledging 
process, please contact:

Cheryll Mellenthin
Project Coordinator

608-233-9774 ext. 130
cheryllm@fusmadison.org.
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Social Justice

by the numbers 

Per Household
$179 monthly
or $2,143 annually
This is what we would need from each 
household to reach our goal.

Per Member
$89 monthly
or $1,071 annually
If we reached 100% participation, this 
is the average amount we need per 
Member to reach our goal.

25%
Average household
gift last year
$143 monthly
or $1,712 annually
This was the average household gift for 
2018-2019. Our 2019-2020 goal is a
25% increase over last year.



  A message From the Ministers

“Living is giving. We live life best as we give our strengths, gifts, and competencies . . .
We are called to serve, not survive. Our giving makes a difference in our families,

our congregation, our community, and our faith.”
—adapted from Kennon L. Callahan 

Rev. Kelly J. Crocker
Minister of Congregational Life

Rev. Dr. Doug E. Wadkins
Interim Senior Minister

Dear Friends,

It is our pleasure to welcome you to our 2019–2020 Stewardship Campaign! 
We are excited about the possibilities of this time and the energy that is alive 
in the congregation. We are grateful for the involvement of each person who 
is keeping our community vibrant by giving of their time, talent, and treasure.  
These years of working with an Interim Minister may be a time of transition, 
but they are not a time of waiting and passivity. Together, we are recalling all 
that we have been together, reflecting on who we are now, and dreaming of 
who we are becoming. 

This congregation has a powerful legacy of strong lay and professional 
leadership.  We are a community that is alive with the call of justice and the 
passion for creating a world of peace. We celebrate beauty and music. This is a 
time of living our legacy in the here and now, and letting our most meaningful 
dreams animate our generosity.  First Unitarian Society will continue to thrive 
through your encouragement and involvement. Our community is stronger for 
the time, affection, and financial support that you share.  

The Stewardship Campaign calls us to a spirit of deep connection and 
interdependence. It reminds us that throughout the year, and beyond this 
season, we are doing the work of building a meaningful community that sustains, 
challenges, and nurtures each of us in all seasons of our lives.  The goals of this 
year’s campaign are to build stronger ties with our larger Madison community 
and strengthen the presence of Unitarian Universalism here and beyond, to 
recognize the work of our staff and examine our compensation levels and 
development opportunities, and to continue to care for our physical space 
which allows us to bring our mission to life. 

This is a time of renewed energy and engagement as we think about who we are 
now and what our vision is for the future of FUS. Our Stewardship Campaign 
is one way to support the work of the congregation as we come together 
to nurture souls, inspire hope, and bring into being a more just and loving 
world. We invite you to join us in this Stewardship Campaign to strengthen 
this community and its mission as we are now and in becoming who we can be.

In love and gratitude,
Doug Wadkins and Kelly Crocker

2019—2020 Stewardship campaign
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