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In the In te ri m

b y t h e R e v . D r . D o u g l a s Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m S e n i o r M i n i s t e r

Trust that truth whether good or bad, pretty or
ugly, is still truth . . . the knowledge of anything true
brings freedom and empowerment back to oneself.
–Alice Walker
This month, we explore the theme of trust,
which is such a crucial theme for transition
work. So much of what we are called to work
through, as we seek to heal and learn from the
past and engage the future for its possibility,
asks us to deal with our issues around trust.
Congregational life, like any relationship
that practices some form of connection and
closeness, will often have moments that test
our ability to trust. It is so easy for our very
human truths to turn into places of tension
that are not easily resolved. Often, those
difficulties can lead to more permanent
divisions and agitations, and such levels of
distress can ultimately undermine our trust
in each other.
The interim time is a space in which to explore
what places of unresolved tensions may be
an impediment to trust. This month, we will
explore the many ways that trust is a significant
foundation for connection and community.
This allows for the possibility of some work
on places of distress and distrust, which is
important to the health of the community
and to having the best potential for a dynamic
shared ministry for the future. Over and over
again, exploring what goes well or what keeps
a congregation from reaching its greatest
potential typically comes down to the level of
trust that is present.
The interim time also seeks to assess how
the trust levels are going. Even when there
is tension among at least some members of
the community, it is still possible to rest in
the truths that Alice Walker speaks of — the
truths that exist within community may still

Doug
speak their way to freedom and power
no matter if that truth is a place of
accord or great discord. This does not
mean to suggest that FUS is necessarily
a place of great distrust, but in every
congregation, there are wounds that
obstruct meaningful trust.There are also
places between individuals and groups
where bridge building would lead to
greater health.The same is certainly true
in our personal lives. It is hard to live for
very long before human complexity gains
the ability to hamper real trust.
Thus, this month, may we seek to know
more of the truth, within ourselves and
between our community and us. What
is the truth asking of you to achieve for
greater wholeness? How can healing
work bring greater trust and therefore
a larger possibility?
All communities can benefit from
exploring these questions and living
into the wisdom of their answers! I am
wishing for us a month of exploring and
growing together.
Warmly,
Doug

“ Tru st p e o p l e and th e y w i l l b e t r u e t o y ou ; t re a t t h em g reatly
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Do you have what it takes
to lead FUS?
by Rob Savage, Nominations Committee Chair

Have you ever wondered why FUS is such
a strong, healthy organization? One reason
is that we have committed leadership. We
have a Board of Trustees and four Standing
Committees that work to help the congregation
define and accomplish a mission that aligns with
our Visions of Ministry. The board consists of
seven congregational members elected by the
congregation and serve three-year terms. The
Nominations Committee, a Standing Committee,
is also elected by the congregation while the
other three are appointed by the president
and the board. Based on our policy governance
model, the committees support the board in
articulating where we are going and assuring the
policies and bylaws support these efforts. The
board works with the professional leadership
of the church to articulate a strategic plan. The
staff work with the professional leadership to
implement this strategic plan.
So why am I writing to you about this? I chair
the Nominations Committee and we are looking
for several new board members and a number
of new committee members. I encourage you to
consider taking on one of these opportunities.
To help give you a better idea of the roles, I have
asked current board members to tell why they
chose to volunteer in this capacity and what they
have gained from being a leader at FUS.
March Schweitzer said,“Being on the board has
been most rewarding. I’ve really enjoyed getting
to make a broader group of church friends.
Everyone is so thoughtful and committed and
easy to work with. I have learned how the church
works and how dedicated the staff is. I’ve seen
the board change over time and appreciated
the wonderful leadership of the presidents.”
According to John McGevna, “When you are

a member, you get to see up close the daily
struggles the staff has in keeping the doors open
and the lights on at FUS. The impact of funding
the roof repair and its effect on the budget was
an eye-opener. The care and concern that each
member of the board has put into decisions
we have made has been an inspiration to me.
We have always approached our duties with
the primary thought of how our decisions
would impact the congregation and the staff
and clergy.”
The time commitment varies based on the
season and the need to respond to specific
situations. John estimated that the average
commitment over the year was about 10 hours
per month. Joe Kremer said,“In normal times, it’s
a five-hour per month commitment, along with
the expectation that members attend Parish
Meetings. During the budget process, it could
get up to 10 hours in a given month. If there is a
lot happening, such as last year or this upcoming
year, the time/work increases.”
The Nominations Committee seeks members
who are committed to FUS and who can commit
the time and energy required to fulfill the roles.
At the same time, we are committed to assuring
that we have board and committee members
who reflect the diverse constituencies of FUS.
While board members represent the whole
congregation, to be effective, on the whole,
they must represent more than a narrow
constituency. If you want more information,
please reach out to me at church or via email
at rob.savage50@gmail.com. If you know of a
member who might be interested, give me their
name and I will reach out to them. Thanks.
Next month I will talk more about the Standing
Committees.

a n d they will sho w the ms e l v e s g re a t .” ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Inte r im min i st ry u pdat e
b y t h e I n t e r i m M i n i s t r y Tr a n s i t i o n Te a m

We have heard from many people about how
lucky we are to have Doug Wadkins as our
Interim Minister. The Rev. Doug brings much
experience, wisdom, humility, and compassion
to his task with assisting our congregation to
envision and plan for a new future. However,
he will only be with us for two years and we
have a lot to accomplish during this time of
transition. In order to quickly connect the
Rev. Doug to the people and pulse of FUS,
the Board of Trustees appointed an Interim
Ministry Transition Team last fall. The team has
seven members including: Lorna Aaronson,
Amy Kell, Alan Knox, Lori Neumann, Dawn
Regenbogen, and Carol Roan.
The purpose of the team is to provide a
listening ear to congregants as we reflect in our
services and monthly themes on our heritage,
our vision and mission, and our hopes for the
future. A few of the questions we’re reflecting
on include: What direction do we want to
go as a community? How important is social
justice to our society and what are the goals
we want to accomplish? What should be the
roles of the called ministers, the staff, and the
congregation? What if we were to partner with
one or more Madison organizations outside

our walls to better meet our goals? Which
organizations would they be and why? How
can we expand the sense of sanctuary that
many of us experience individually at FUS to
others outside our walls?
We are fortunate to have many thoughtful
people in our congregation who have spent
time thinking about these issues. Maybe you
are one of them. If so, or even if you are just
thinking along these lines for the first time, we
want to hear from you. In fact, hearing from
as many people as possible is essential to the
success of this transition period. We need
your voice to ensure that our steps forward
are based on shared goals.
The October Parish Meeting provided a good
start. In this new year, we will set up tables
during all three services, so you will have
a chance to express your views directly to
one of the members of the transition team.
You’re also welcome to reach out to them
when you see them around FUS.They would
love to hear from you! We’re also planning
other gatherings for the upcoming year, so
stay tuned.

“ To b e a g o o d hu ma n b ei n g i s to h a ve a
ki n d o f o p en n e ss to th e wo r ld , a n a b i lity
t o t r u st u n c er ta i n th i n g s b eyo nd yo u r
own co ntro l.”
~ Martha Nussbaum
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In t e r i m M i n i st ry
Tr an s ition T e a m M e m b e r s

Lorna Aaronson

Lori Neumann

Amy Kell

Dawn Regenbogen

Alan Knox

Carol Roan

“ Wh oev e r i s c are l e s s w i t h t h e t r u t h i n s m a l l m a t t e rs can n o t
be truste d w i t h i m p or t a n t m a t t e rs .”
~ Albert Einstein
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Bringing It Home

b y t h e R e v. Ke l l y J . C ro c ke r, M i n i s t e r o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L i f e

Brené Brown tells us that trust is built in very small
moments and many of those moments are filled with
examples of kindness. She says we trust people who offer
help, who ask about our lives, who reach out in times of
difficulty, and are authentically happy for us in times of
joy. This month when we look at building trust among
us, we celebrate those small moments when we choose
to connect to another with kindness. February 17 is
Random Acts of Kindness Day, so I invite you to choose
one of the activities on the next page and through acts
of kindness, build trust in your family and spread some
kindness in our world.

Kelly

A Story to Share
from James Bottoms
Sammy wanted to jump off the diving board like the other kids but was scared. Sammy’s dad encouraged
him to jump into the water and to trust that he’d catch him. It took all of Sammy’s courage to walk
and finally to crawl the long way to the end of the board. Sammy’s dad was patiently waiting. Sammy
was so scared that his knees were shaking, his throat was dry, and his eyes were as big as saucers.
His dad made up a rhyme, “Have faith in me, and you won’t sink; you are safer than you think.” He
kept repeating it over and over to make Sammy laugh. Sammy trusted his dad, got the courage, and
jumped. His dad caught him easily with his big hands and they laughed. This was so much fun that
he kept on jumping into his dad’s arms. After a while, Sammy began jumping all by himself. His dad
stayed close by so that Sammy could see him and feel safe. Sammy’s trust in his dad gave him the
courage to not be afraid and to trust himself. He kept jumping until the pool closed. It was the most
fun he’d ever had. On the way home, his dad nicknamed him “Froggy.”
Question for discussion: Who do you trust more than anyone, and why?

Chalice Lighting
We light our chalice
With faith to face our challenges,
With love that casts out fear, and
With the hope to trust tomorrow.
–Gary Kowaski, adapted
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Family Activities

Family Activity:Trust Walk

Mail Some Love

Go on a trust walk. You start as the leader and
your child wears a blindfold. You take your child
on a walk. They are fully dependent on you. The
object is to build trust between you and your
child, so no tricks allowed.Then switch roles.You
now have to trust them to lead you. It is a great
opportunity to talk about trust and how caring
for one another is one way to build trust.

Send cards to lonely older adults.Thirteenyear-old Jacob Cramer started Love for
the Elderly, which distributes letters to
American seniors via senior centers and
nonprofit organizations. Go to www.
lovefortheelderly.org to see how you can
send a postal letter. Letters have come in
from all over including Cleveland, Asia,
and Scotland.

Create a Kindness Box

Valentine Cards for Kids

Cut out paper hearts and place them in a bowl.
Place other small boxes or bowls with family
members’ names on them nearby. Challenge
family members to watch out for acts of kindness
committed by others. For example, if you see
Maria helping put away the dishes or clean up
from dinner, write that down on a heart and place
it inside her bowl. After the bowls are pretty full,
have a kindness night where you sit down and
recall all the kind actions of your family and talk
about how each kind act spreads more and more
kindness. Doesn’t that feel good?

Create Valentine cards for kids at the
Children’s Hospital. You can make simple
cards with hearts and flowers, “get well”
and “thinking of you” messages, shiny
stickers, drawings, or anything that might
make them smile. Drop them off for a child
who may be spending Valentine’s Day in
the hospital and bring them some love on
this special day.

“Th i s wo r l d of o u rs. . . must a void becoming a com muni t y
o f d re a d f u l fe a r a n d h a t e , a n d b e , i n s t e a d , a p ro u d
c o nfederati o n o f mut ua l t rust and re s pect.”
~ Dwight D. Eisenhower
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S e m i n a r ia n s n a p s h ot
by Carin Bringelson, 2018-2020 FUS Student Minister

I am writing this column from Chicago after
having just completed the first of three full
weeks of face-to-face class time at Meadville
Lombard Theological School (MLTS).
I trust that all is going well at First Unitarian
Society while I am away. Trust is a two-way
street in a healthy relationship, so I imagine
that you trust my time away from FUS to be
fruitful and enriching. (Indeed, it is!) To share
a “snapshot” into the life of a seminarian,
this column includes a couple of photos.
The first photo is one of me with the MLTS
artwork and logo. I am partial to the vibrant
colors and movement in the piece which speak
to the beauty of plurality and ever-unfolding
processes.

The second photograph is of everyone in my
“Congregational Studies” class. Like me, the
students are also experiencing internships in
Unitarian Universalist congregations.We travel
to Chicago from all over the United States,
including but not limited to California, Kansas,
Florida, North Carolina, and Connecticut. It
was a special time of being together in person
after engaging in virtual learning for the last
four months.
By the time this newsletter goes to press, I
will have returned to my life among you at
FUS. Such a life as your Student Minister is
a deep blessing for me—it provides so many
opportunities for learning.Thank you, again, for
being my Internship Congregation!
May our reciprocal trust continue to strengthen
and grow.

“ B e t ter to tr u st th e pers on w ho is f req uent ly i n
e r ro r th an th e o ne w ho is never in d oubt .”
~ Eric Sevareid
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Children’s Religious Education
b y t h e C h i l d r e n ’ s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t r y Te a m

Building Bridges, our Children’s Religious
Education class for mostly 6th graders
(sometimes 7th graders) follows Exploring
Our Origins in the religious education program
curriculum at FUS. Its title is particularly
descriptive as students in the class are actively
engaged in building their own thoughtful mental
bridges between and amongst the diverse
set of world religions that the class studies
throughout the year. Students and teachers
learn and discuss the fundamental tenets of
belief and traditions of spiritual practice of
many religious traditions including Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
more.
Students participating in this class learn about
these beliefs and traditions in the classroom,
but also take part in a wide variety of field trips
to visit the places of worship for each religious
tradition they study. While there they are free
to ask questions of faith leaders to deepen
their understanding of each spiritual tradition.
Teachers Gail Rogall and Tamara Brognano say
that not only do the students enthusiastically
ask questions during these extracurricular trips,
but that often accompanying parents are just
as curious as their children!
The class sometimes welcomes guest speakers
as well. Class participant Zadie Brown

A world religions comparison chart created by
a Building Bridges class.

enthusiastically cited the demonstration of
a pagan fire ritual as the highlight of the class
so far for her, even given that it was modified
for indoor safety.
By the conclusion of the course, students will
have completed a wide-ranging and thorough
survey of the world’s most prominent
religions and will have learned how these
traditions inform the world around them.
They will have been encouraged to think
more curiously and delve deeper in their
own spiritual search. But perhaps most
importantly, they will have explored the
bridges that connect us to people of other
faiths rather than the aspects that divide us.

“Th e v o te i s a tr u st more d elica t e t ha n any ot he r, for i t
in v o l v e s n o t ju st th e i n tere sts of t he vot er, but t he i r li fe ,
h o n o r, a nd f ut ure as w ell.”
~ José Martí
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Sharing trust, Building Unity
by Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

I am learning to trust our unity. Each day, a
bountiful stream of people, groups, ideas, and
inspiration floods the inboxes of my head and
heart. Each day, as I push a bit farther, shed some
fear, face the mounting tasks, fall on my face, pick
myself up, and plow on, trust is growing. Each day,
this beloved community tells me in a hundred
different ways,“Welcome home, we’re so glad you
are here!” and I am trusting in a growing sense
of belonging.
Fear is melting as powerful allies swoop in and
offer their loving hearts, hours of their lives, their
talents, treasures, and passion for a better world.
Things really are happening, and I am so grateful
to so many of you who are making FUS a center
of social justice advocacy and education. We are
seen, known, and trusted as builders of unity.
Building Unity is the name of a joint project shared
by a growing number of grassroots networks and
groups, including FUS Social Justice Ministry. The
underlying principle of this project is that we stand
a much better chance of harnessing the power
we will need to survive if we get out of our silos
and work together. Building Unity is a hopeful
step in our evolution towards building the world
that we dream of. Building Unity is about building
a movement for total inclusivity and solidarity, so
that together we can reinvent ourselves enough
to recover from racism, sexism, homophobia,
transphobia, ableism, militarism, capitalism, and
climate chaos.
We build unity when we know that we are greater
together, when our love feels more powerful
than our fear, when we choose to share rather
than hoard, and when we collaborate rather than
compete. We build unity when we put our needs

Tim
for comfort and ease, ever so slightly to
the side, and decide that we are going
to do everything we can to beat the
unimaginable odds. We are building unity
when we face each other, look squarely at
our need to survive, and set our intentions
to set the world right—even though we
find it all very hard.
We build unity when we support our
youth to find their power. We build unity
when we host monthly meals, film nights,
and when we raise money for children to
have clean drinking water.When we share
our beautiful space and so many resources
so that others can join us, we’re building
a unified movement for peace, justice,
sustainability, and democracy.
There is something for everyone in this
movement, regardless of your age, your
abilities, your background, or anything. If
you’d like some help finding your part in
this beautiful life-saving project, please,
reach out to me. I’d love to share some
trust and build some unity with you.

“A body o f me n ho l di ng t h e m s e vl e s a c c ou n t a b l e t o n ob o dy
o ught no t to b e t r u st e d b y a n y b od y .”
~ Thomas Paine
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The Wart m ann L e ct u r e Se r i e s
by Brittany Crawford, Communications Coordinator

In June 2018, we said farewell to FUS member
and community leader, Bill Wartmann. Bill
and his wife, Joyce Wartmann, were generous
benefactors to many area organizations, including
FUS. In 1995, the Wartmanns endowed the
Joyce & William Wartmann Lecture on human
sexuality and the liberal religious tradition which
FUS has organized since its inception. As a selfidentified bisexual man, Bill hoped these lectures
would provide a space for LGBTQ youth to
engage in conversation in the context of a
supportive and welcoming environment. Over
the years, the lecture series has hosted a variety
of speakers addressing topics including abortion,
same-sex marriage, and sexual exploitation and
the trafficking of women.
In 2018, the lecture series was expanded to
include topics on human rights, social justice,
and environmental justice, in addition to the
continuation of human sexuality. For the 2019
lecture, we wanted to honor Joyce and Bill’s love
of the arts and to honor the original purpose
of the lecture series. To this end, we’re thrilled
to announce a three-part series for the 2019
Wartmann Lecture.
To honor Bill and Joyce’s story and love of the
arts, we’re hosting the Wartmann StorySlam
on April 6 at 7 pm in the Atrium Auditorium.
StorySlams have become immensely popular
events across the country, especially in Madison.
These events attract a broad audience and
provide a space for performance, storytelling,
and active listening. StorySlams center around
a theme with ten people (who elect to sign-up)
chosen to share their story to the audience in
five minutes or less. Often slams are competitive
which means selected audience members rate
the story on a scale and the person with the
highest average wins. StorySlams encourage the
storyteller to share their story in an engaging
way for the audience, and it provides an

Brittany
opportunity for the audience to consider
new perspectives. The theme for the
StorySlam is “Living Your Truth: Stories
of Social Justice, Inclusion, & Saving the
Planet!”
To prepare for the StorySlam, we’re
also holding the Wartmann StorySlam
Workshop on March 16 from 10 am to
1 pm. This workshop is designed to help
you discover, craft, and tell your story.
We’re grateful to partner with Ex-Fabula,
a Milwaukee-based organization, who
will lead both the workshop and the
StorySlam. To learn more about this
organization, visit their website at www.
exfabula.org. Even if you’re not sure you
want to share your story at the StorySlam
event, this workshop can help you develop
storytelling techniques you can apply to
everyday settings. Registration will be
limited to the first 50 individuals for the
workshop.
The third part of the Wartmann Lecture
Series is the traditional lecture held on
Sunday, April 28. Our 2019 lecturer is Dr.
Kate Ott, Associate Professor of Christian
Social Ethics at Drew Theological School
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in New Jersey. Dr. Ott will present on “Good
Sex: Living our values with body and soul.” This
lecture will examine how our UU values can be
lived out in our embodiment of sexuality. She will
also discuss how we can talk about sexuality and
our UU values with youth across both gender
and sexuality spectrums. Starting at 5 pm, Dr. Ott
will also present an age-appropriate workshop
for youth on the same subject. All FUS and
Madison-area youth ages 14 to 18 are welcome
to attend the youth workshop.
A graduate of Union Theological Seminary in
NewYork, Yale Divinity School, and UW-Madison,
Dr. Ott describes herself as an author, professor,
and parent. More about Dr. Kate Ott and her
work will be available in the April edition of
The Madison Unitarian. In the meantime, you can
learn more about her work, including access to

articles she’s written, at kateott.org.
The 2019 Wartmann Lecture Series aims
to return to its roots and to expand the
possibilities. Through the generosity of the
Wartmanns, we’re able to offer the workshop,
story slam, and lecture free of charge to all FUS
members and the Madison community. However,
we need your help getting the word out to the
community about these opportunities. You can
share our Facebook events with your friends,
take a poster to put up in a place you frequent,
and invite folks you know! We have a formal plan,
but the personal invitation and word-of-mouth
can make all the difference.
To learn more or to register for the workshop,
please visit www.fusmadison.org/wartmann.

New Calendar Feature
Thanks to all for the constructive feedback regarding the calendar. We have made some improvements,
and this continues to be a work-in-progress. While we are unable to add all FUS events to this paper
calendar, we hope you’ll use it to add other FUS events or meetings you attend. This paper calendar
is just one of the many publications we produce to help you find out what’s happening at FUS. In
print form, the News From the Red Floors, The Madison Unitarian, and the Guide to the UUniverse include
a wide range of opportunites and information about groups, events, and programs at FUS. You can
find these publications electronically along with a comprehensive calendar and so much more on our
website at www.fusmadison.org.

New Meeting HOuse Tour Info
The Friends of the Meeting House will roll out their own website later this month. This sleek new
website will also allow interested individuals to purchase tickets for tours online. Check them out
at www.unitarianmeetinghouse.org. FUS will still maintain a webpage on tour information and will
include a link to the Friends of the Meeting House website.
In addition to the new website, changes to the regular tour season have gone into effect this year, too.
During the months of May and September, weekday tours will be held at 10 am. From June 1 to August
31, weekday tours will be held twice during the weekdays at 10 am and 2:30 pm. Weekday tours are
$12.50 per person when booked online at www.unitarianmeetinghouse.org and $15 on the day of the
tour.The free Sunday tour is still available throughout the year after the 9 am Sunday worship service.
There will continue to be no regular tour offerings during the weekdays from October through April,
with the exception of private or group tours. For more information, or to register a group tour, please
visit our FUS page at www.fusmadison.org/welcome/meeting-house/tours/.
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madison celebrates John Harbison
by Drew Collins, Music Director

In February, Madison will celebrate the 80th birthday of John Harbison, the Pulitzer Prize and MacArthur
“Genius” Grant winning composer. John Harbison is among America’s most distinguished artistic
figures. He has composed music for most of America’s premiere musical institutions, including the
Metropolitan Opera, Chicago Symphony, Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Chanticleer, Lark
Quartet, and the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center.
FUS will serve as one of several centers of activity.We have also included a full listing of events across
the city at www.fusmadison.org/harbison.
Friday Noon Musicale @ FUS
February 15 @ 12:15 pm
Mead-Witter School of Music Faculty & Friends present chamber music of John Harbison. This event
is free and open to the public. John Harbison will read from his new book, What Do We Make of Bach?
Music for Sunday Worship: John Harbison on the Podium
February 17 @ 11 am
Mr. Harbison will conduct The Society Choir during our Sunday worship services. All are welcome.
Friday Noon Musicale @ FUS
February 22 @ 12:15 pm
Mosaic Chamber Players with guest artists John Harbison, piano, and Rose Mary Harbison, violin, will
perform. This event is free and open to the public.
Music for Sunday Worship: John Harbison at the Keyboard
February 24 @ 11 am
John Harbison plays his keyboard words on the newly installed Wartmann Steinway B.

February Red Letter Days
February 3 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Parish Meeting
February 8 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� RE Appreciation Dinner
February 26 ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Contemplative Service

Wheel of Life
We send our love and support to Janet Swanson and her family as they grieve the death of her
mother, Norma Swanson, on January 6.
Strength and healing thoughts are sent to Jay Roberts as he recovers from hip replacement surgery.
Jay, may you be up and dancing soon!
Congratulations to Al and Sparrow Senty as they celebrate their 74th wedding anniversary! We
honor your many years of companionship and love!
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 112.
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A Mo n th o f S e r v i ce s
Saturday services are at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

February 2 & 3

February 16 & 17

with the Worship Team

Douglas Wadkins, Interim Senior Minister

“What Can You Trust, Really?”
As we begin a new month and the new theme
of trust, the worship team will explore some
of the scope and potential of the theme. In our
personal lives, in our larger daily lives, in our
faith community, and in the world at large, trust
is an essential and complicated component.
This first service will set a foundation for our
exploration for the remainder of the month.
On Saturday, music will be provided by our Teen
Choir, directed by Heather Thorpe. On Sunday,
music will be provided by the Cherubs and
Choristers Choirs, directed by Heather Thorpe.

February 9 & 10

“Trusting Your Own Voice”
Drew Collins and Doug Wadkins,

Singing has long been an essential component of
life. We sing in so many ways in our lives, and we
sing both individually and communally. You are
especially encouraged to join this service if you
struggle with singing in public. This service will
use reflection and singing to explore and practice
what it means to be a community that discovers
the power of singing and our voices together and
alone.
On Saturday, Eva Wright will be on hand to play
hymns and to accompany a group from The
Meeting House Chorus. On Sunday, The Meeting
House Chorus will sing.

“Trust, Authority, and Community”
Human interactions, one way or another, bring us
face to face with the way we deal with trust, and
trust often asks us to explore the role of power
between individuals and within communities.
At FUS, we explore different ways to share
the ministry and to move forward dynamically
and effectively as a community. This service will
examine some of the important questions about
authority and power and the significant ways in
which trust is at the heart of our shared journey.
On Saturday, FUS member soprano Amber
Nicole Dilger will provide the music. On Sunday,
The Society Choir will sing.

February 23 & 24

“Trust and Transformation”
Carin M. Bringelson, Student Minister

Trust is foundational to experiencing change or
transformation in our lives. We need to trust
ourselves, trust the people closest to us, and trust
those who are very different from us. Together
we will explore the places where we might want
to nurture the growth of trust in our personal
and collective lives.
On Saturday, Karlos Moser will be on hand to play
hymns and guitarist Helen Avakian will provide
the gift of music. On Sunday, soprano Tamara
Brognano will be accompanied by Linda Warren
on harp for Laura Zaerr’s “Songs of the North.”

A Month of Musicales

This Friday series begins at 12:15 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
February 1
ViolMedium
(viola da gamba duo)

February 8
Avanti Piano Trio

February 15
Part 1: John Harbison
80th Birthday Celebration:
Music of John Harbison

February 22
Part 2: John Harbison
80th Birthday Celebration:
Music of John Harbison

Contemplative
Service @ 6 pm
Spiritual Topics
Book Group
@ 7 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Grief Support
@ 10 am
Starlings Dinner
Benefit @ 6 pm

Friday, February 1, 8, 15, 22
Noon Musicales @ 12:15 pm

First Friday Films
“This Is Home”
@ 5:45 pm

Thursday, February 7, 14, 21, 28
Japanese Crane @ 5 pm
Open Meditation Group @ 6 pm

Board Meeting
@ 6:30 pm

Wednesday, February 5, 12, 19, 26
Qigong Japanese Crane @ 12:15 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am
Supporting
Our Journey
@ 3:30 pm

Tuesday, February 5, 12, 19, 26
Centering Prayer @ 4:45 pm

New UU
@ 1 pm

Parish Meeting
@ 12:30 pm

February
For more happenings, visit us online
at www.fusmadison.org and click on
“Event Calendar” under “Community.”
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trough
~ J u d y

S o r u m

There is a trough in waves,
A low spot
Where horizon disappears
And only sky
And water
Are our company.
And there we lose our way
Unless
We rest,
Knowing the wave will bring us
To its crest again.
There we may drown
If we let fear
Hold us within its grip and shake us
Side to side,
And leaving us flailing, torn, disoriented.

B r o w n

But if we rest there
In the trough,
Are silent,
Being with
The low part of the wave,
Keeping
Our energy and
Noticing the shape of things,
The flow,
Then time alone
Will bring us to another
Place
Where we can see
Horizon, see the land again,
Regain our sense
Of where
We are,
And where we need to swim.

www.fusmadison.org

