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Doug

In the Interim
b y  t h e  R e v . D r . D o u g l a s  Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m  S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r

At the January meeting, your board as your elected 
trustees explored the current state of FUS and after 
careful discernment decided to extend the interim 
period for a year.  The essential reasons are: to keep 
in mind the long and successful ministries of the past, 
to hold space for some capacious exploration of 
your hopes and dreams, to do some focused work to 
best prepare yourself to attract the strongest future 
ministry, and to reach your full potential in this new 
chapter.   
Recently, I talked about some of the aspects of your 
shared life that you expressed as very important and 
life-giving to you. I reflect this list back to you for 
your meditation. I think of it as stars that provide 
illumination, to engage the imagination and provide 
a sense of direction. Here is what you told me were 
our five guiding and shining stars at FUS:

Star Number 1:  Music 
So many of you have told me and shown me 
how music in worship is a conduit to significant 
spiritual connections, and a conduit to emotion 
that is both disarming and healing. What use of 
music will best help you live into your possibilities 
as Unitarian Universalists? How can music make a 
meaningful bridge, building across potential divisions 
of generations, ethnicity, socio-economic, and racial 
differences? 

Star Number 2:  Justice and Peace 
Another motif that comes up quite commonly in 
my experiences with you is your conviction that 
working for justice and peace is at the heart of this 
congregation.  How will you create more opportunities 
for people to act on their values? This congregation 
will always have activists.  The real question is how can 
you facilitate people of all ages and backgrounds, who 
care deeply about what is happening in the world, to 
feel empowered when they might feel overwhelmed 
as they seek to engage the world?    

Star Number 3:  Spiritual Deepening
This star encompasses so many essential aspects of 
FUS, such as worship, lifespan religious education, 
meditation groups, and in the recent past, the 
Quest program. These have deepened your sense 
of meaning and purpose and brought you a greater 

sense of connection and perspective. This 
large community continually becomes ever 
more theologically and culturally diverse. It is 
important to know more about each other’s 
deeper beliefs and from that knowledge offer 
diverse opportunities for this deepening to 
continue.
Star Number 4:  Small Group Experiences 
The larger the congregation, the more 
essential groups like Covenant groups, 
Chalice Circles, Journey Circles, and affinity 
groups are to building a sense of connection. 
It will be important to keep small groups 
energized as an important way to help 
people connect and minister to each other. 

Star Number 5: The Spirit of the Space
You have told me that the beauty and 
elegance of our space is a source of spiritual 
power and community pride. It also requires 
a great deal of time, attention, and financial 
resources. For the future, how can this asset 
become more deeply integrated into your 
understanding of ministry at FUS both in 
what it gives and asks of the congregation? 
How does this list speak to you now? What 
would you hope the congregation would add 
to their guiding stars?  How can these work 
together for a greater good? 
More to come!   
Doug
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In the Interim
b y  t h e  R e v . D r . D o u g l a s  Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m  S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r

From the President
b y  J o e  K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S  B o a r d  o f  Tr u s t e e s

Joe 

When the idea of extending the interim period 
from two years to three was first brought up 
at a Board meeting, it was quite a shock to all 
of us. What was even more surprising was that 
we all felt this way even though at that time it 
was just a point of information and not being 
recommended. Rev. Doug  Wadkins, FUS Interim 
Minister, mentioned it more in passing during 
one of his first updates to the Board of Trustees. 
Nevertheless, even though Doug was pointing out 
that three-year interim periods were becoming 
more common in UU communities, the thought 
of putting another year between us and a new 
called minister seemed like a crazy idea. This was 
back in October. 
A few months later, after the holidays and having 
the opportunity to see some outcomes of the 
initial discernment process, it started to seem as 
though much could be accomplished during this 
time of transition.  Rather than experiencing what 
I had expected during the interim period—feeling 
unorganized, rudderless, and anxious—what I 
found, at least for myself, was the filling in of 
gaps left after the retirement of a very successful, 
30-year ministry. These gaps were being filled by 
the community itself—creating stronger bonds 
amongst us by the forced need to tend to each 
other. 
Also filling in gaps was the newly constituted, 
though temporary, worship team comprised 
of Rev. Kelly Crocker, Student Minister Carin 
Bringelson, Music Director Drew Collins, and 
Interim Minister Rev. Wadkins. The changing 
group dynamics, especially on display during 
worship services, was energetic and exciting.  
A new paradigm was slowly emerging, one that 
started to feel right.  The congregation is continuing 
to thrive while strengthening its bonds with one 
another. At Board meetings our conversations 
are turning towards the future, discussing who 
we are as a congregation and looking at what we 
want to become as a community. All of us have 

been given an opportunity to slow down, 
breathe a bit, and think more about the 
long-term vision of FUS.
While we do not want to remain in this 
mode forever, it has become clear that we 
have quite a bit of work that we need to 
do amongst ourselves. The better we are 
able to define ourselves and our vision, the 
more control we will have over our own 
future. For example, as a community we 
have yet to dive into a discussion on the 
type of ministry style we want, such as 
shared leadership or the more traditional 
lead/senior minister model. It is critical 
for this, and several other things, to be 
decided before we start the recruitment 
process for a new called minister. 
Even though the concept of extending the 
interim caused shock and anxiety, after 
making the decision to extend, all of us 
on the Board are feeling a greater sense 
of calm and peace over our future.
Please feel free to share your thoughts or 
concerns, fuspres@gmail.com.
Joe Kremer, president
FUS Board of Trustees
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“We do not  rece ive w isdom,  we must  d i scover i t  for  ourse lve s ,  af ter 
a  journey through the  w i lderne ss  wh ich  no one e l se  can make for 
us ,  wh ich  no one can spare  us .  For  our  w i sdom i s  the  po in t  of  v iew 

f rom wh ich  we come at  last  to  regard the  wor ld .”
~  Marcel Proust

Bringing It Home
b y  t h e  R e v . Ke l l y  J .  C r o c k e r , M i n i s t e r  o f  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e

Kelly

You will often hear Unitarian Universalists talk about our 
lives in terms of journeys. We think about them as spiritual 
journeys with many paths, some direction, and a dash 
of spontaneity and creativity thrown in to keep things 
interesting. Journeys involve setting out, perhaps when 
we feel stuck where we are, when we need something 
new, when we’re searching for a connection, or some 
knowledge we cannot find by staying home. This is the work 
of exploration and experimentation, and needs courage and 
strength. The other piece of this is the coming home again, 
when we are looking for foundations and roots, love, and 
care. This is the work of listening, sharing, forgiving, and 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Lesson
Frank Lloyd Wright was one of the greatest and most influential architects of the twentieth century. 
As a boy he spent a lot of time on his uncle’s farm in Spring Green, WI. It was there that he had 
one of the most formative experiences of his life. He was 9 years old, it was a winter’s day, and he 
and his uncle had just walked across a snow-covered field. Frank’s uncle stopped the young boy 
and pointed to the tracks they had left in the snow. Frank’s meandered all over the place, while his 
uncle’s went in a straight line from start to finish. “Notice how your tracks wander aimlessly from 
the fence to the cattle to the woods and back again,” his uncle said. “And see how my tracks aim 
directly to my goal. There is an important lesson in that.”

Years later the world-famous architect pointed to the important lesson he learned that day, but it 
was not the lesson his uncle had intended him to learn. “I determined right then,” said Frank Lloyd 
Wright, “not to miss most things in life, as my uncle had.”

building deep community. This too requires courage and strength, in the ways of persistence 
and endurance. Throughout all our lives we are going forth and coming home again. May you 
find some insight this month that brings you strength on your journey.
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Family Activity:  Sauntering
For Unitarian Universalist minister Tom Owen-Towle, “The saunterer is one who strolls in measured 
manner, with one eye on nature, the other on soul, treating the land, and all therein, as holy. The 
saunterer is on a sacred quest—not exercise but exploration, not recreation but re–creation. 
Sauntering is a mystical adventure. It is not the length but the depth of the walk that makes it blessed.”

Sauntering is a way of walking that involves mindfulness, of attending to the walk itself, and the 
environment that surrounds us. We can walk in the city or the country, it does not matter. A walk 
around the block offers more than enough for our consideration and delight. We saunter by walking 
slowly enough to pay attention to details, by walking the same route again and again at different 
times of the day and evening to notice the changes in the details of the environment. To saunter is 
to walk slowly enough, leisurely enough, long enough to begin to notice details within ourselves and 
the outer and inner changes of our own lives. 

As a family, go on a leisurely walk in a place that is beautiful and interesting. Walk slowly and pay 
attention to what surrounds you. Prompt discussions with your child(ren) about what they see, what 
they like, and why.

Family Activity:  Pilgrimage
Consider what trips you have taken in your life. Were some of them to special places and for which 
you have special memories? Sometimes going to a home of your childhood can be a pilgrimage. Share 
some of these experiences with your children. Then invite them to talk about special places they 
would like to visit and why.

Chalice Lighting
Let There Be Light by Rev.  Andrew Pakula

Let there be light.
The light of joy, the light of happiness, and the light of contentment.

May it illuminate our paths and fill our lives with peace.
And let there be dark.

For it is from our dark places that we are brought forward,
Tried and tested, impelled toward growth.

It is in these places that we realize the deep compassion that lives within us 
and learn to love.

“ I t  i s  good to have an end to journey toward ;
but  i t  i s  the  journey that  mat ters ,  i n  the  end .”

~  Ursula K. LeGuin
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Mindful of maps
b y  C a r i n  B r i n g e l s o n , 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 0  F U S  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t e r

Carin

I love maps. Not the virtual kind that tell you to 
turn left in 500 yards. I mean paper maps that are 
colorful and include a key (“Is that a campground 
symbol?”), a scale (“How many centimeters 
to the next big city?”), and sometimes even 
topographical elements (“What does the dark 
green represent on this map?”).  The paper maps 
tell you not only where you are currently, but 
all the places where you can go if only given 
the chance.
I love maps not only because they are useful 
for planning or navigating physical journeys, but  
recently I have been enjoying paper maps by 
making greeting cards out of them. I start by 
tracing around a cardboard pattern and cutting 
the paper map into the shape I need. Then I 
fold and paste the map onto a usable envelope.  
Next, I find exactly the right section of the map 
to feature on the card itself. 
These map-cards are useful for many different 
occasions. If it’s someone’s birthday, I can say, 
“Glad to be on your life journey with you!  
Enjoy your special day!” If someone is graduating 
or retiring, I can write, “May the next leg of 
your journey be exactly the kind of adventure 
you’re looking for!” Even if someone recently 
experienced a loss, it may be appropriate to 
share, “May love surround you during the 
journey ahead.”
As beautiful (and reusable) as they are, paper 
maps are usually only appropriate for our 
physical journeys. I wonder—and maybe you 
do too—what would a map for a spiritual 
journey include? Would there be the Desert 

of Wandering and a Plateau of Platitudes?  
Would there be Gulfs of Grief and a deep 
Reservoir of Rejuvenation? Would there 
be Rivers of Reflection and Hills of Hope?  
Would there be Elevations of Ecstasy 
and Lakes of Liberation?  Would there be 
Junctions of Justice and Seas of Singing?  
Would there be a Mountain Range of 
Mindfulness and Kilometers of Kindness?
During this month of journey I invite you to 
consider what your spiritual map might look 
like. Maybe your spiritual map tells the story 
of where you have been on your journey into 
and within Unitarian Universalism. Maybe 
it tells the story of all the family and friend 
traditions that have fed the waterways of 
your journey.  Maybe your spiritual map even 
includes the next frontier that you imagine 
wanting to explore next.  Whatever it looks 
like, I’m glad to be on your spiritual journey 
with you. Feel free to email me your insights 
(and topographical elements) at carinb@
fusmadison.org.  

“May your  t ra i l s  be  crooked ,  w ind ing ,  lone some ,  dangerous , 
l ead ing to the  most  amaz ing v iew .  May your  mounta in  r i se  in to 

and above the  c louds .”
~  Edward Abbey

March 1
Duo Tárrega 

(classical guitar duo)
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A Month of Services 
Saturday services are at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium  

Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

March 2 & 3
“Join the Journey”
with the Worship Team
In March, we will explore the theme of journey. The 
Worship Team will begin with a service that invites 
you to find your own way to join the exploration. This 
service will offer various perspectives on what a journey 
may mean for spiritual deepening and faithful community!  
On Saturday, soprano Patricia Reardon will sing, 
accompanied by Linda Warren, and on Sunday, the 
Society Choir will sing.

March 9 & 10
“The Journey to Justice”
Douglas Wadkins, Interim Senior Minister
An ongoing pathway for Unitarian Universalists and for 
our country in general, is the continuing work for justice 
that is deeply interconnected. This interconnection 
calls us to see the relationships between human rights, 
economic justice, and our connection to the planet. This 
service will explore how these deep connections may 
inspire us and shape the work ahead for our community. 

On Saturday, Eva Wright will be on hand to play the 
hymns and a group from the Meeting House Chorus will 
sing. On Sunday, the Meeting House Chorus will sing.

March 16 & 17
“The Journey of Lifelong Learning”
Carin Bringelson, Student Minister
There are so many paths into the adventure of learning 
more about ourselves, one another, and the world.  
Wherever we are on life’s journey, we find that it takes 
courage to listen for—and respond to—the “still small 
voice within” which calls us into our most authentic 
selves. This weekend we will explore how being involved 
with a spiritual community allows us to join with fellow 
travelers on the journey.

On Saturday, Cherubs and Choristers Choirs, directed 
by Heather Thorpe, will sing. On Sunday, the Teen 
Choir, directed by Heather Thorpe, will sing.

March 23 & 24
“Waiting for Our Souls to Catch Up”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
It’s been said that life is about the journey, not the 
destination. There are times when our journeys feel 
long and hard and we aren’t quite sure how to continue. 
We’ll take a look at important pieces of our journeys—
not travelling faster than our souls and our hearts can 
go, and how to allow periods of rest so we can travel 
fully these journeys of our lives.
On Saturday, Karlos Moser will play hymns, and soprano 
Amalia Goldberg will sing. On Sunday, flutist Marilyn 
Chohaney will collaborate with pianist Linda Warren 
for John Rutter’s Suite Antique.

March 30 & 31
“Pilgrimage”
Douglas Wadkins, Interim Senior Minister
One way that we may understand our lives is as a 
journey, but it may also be understood as a pilgrimage 
as described by many spiritual traditions. This idea 
suggests moving towards a place with the intention and 
the desire to encounter something deeply meaningful 
and transformative. This may change how we imagine 
the purpose of our lives, how we see each other, and 
the role of community in our lives.
On Saturday, the Mosaic Chamber Players will provide 
the music. On Sunday, Assistant Music Director Linda 
Warren will play music for solo harp written by 20th 
century harpist Marcel Tournier.

A Month of Musicales
This Friday series begins at 12:15 pm in the Landmark Auditorium

March 1
Duo Tárrega 

(classical guitar duo)

March 8
Yana Avedyan, piano

March 15
Madison Flute Club
Chamber Ensemble

March 22
No Musicale

March 29
Oakwood Chamber

Players
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This month, Rob focuses on the Standing Committees 
of the Board of Trustees.

There are four Standing Committees of the Board 
of Trustees:

• Nominations
• Personnel
• Finance
• Governance

Standing Committees support the work of the 
board and are described in our bylaws and policy 
manual. Each has a specific area they support. In 
our governance model, their outputs are reports 
and recommendations to the board.
The Nominations Committee is elected by the 
congregation at parish meetings. This is to assure 
that the committee is trusted by the congregation 
to recommend strong candidates for the board 
and other committees. The committee is chaired 
by the immediate past president of the board and 
has six members. They are charged with finding 
congregation members who are willing and able to 
fill a role on the board or a committee and work 
within our governance model. One important 
factor in finding these candidates is ensuring that 
the board and committees broadly reflect the 
various constituencies in the congregation.
The Personnel Committee is charged with 
working with the board to keep personnel 
policies current and effective. This committee is 
composed of four to seven members including 
the Executive Director, the Senior Minister, and 
one board member.

The Finance Committee is composed of 
three to seven members, including the 
Executive Director and a representative 
of the board. They draft policies regarding 
finances for board consideration, and 
analyze financial data for the board to 
guide the board in financial decision-
making. They tend to be busiest in 
preparation for the Spring Parish Meeting 
where the budget is approved.
The Governance Committee has three 
to seven members that include the Board 
President and the Senior Minister. They 
review existing policies and bylaws to 
insure they are internally consistent 
and are sufficient to meet our needs. 
They are responsible for educating the 
lay leadership about the governance 
structure. In addition, they provide 
guidance to the board when issues arise 
that are not clearly addressed in the bylaws 
or policy manual. Policy manual updates 
are recommended by this committee and 
approved by the board. Bylaw changes 
are recommended by this committee, 
approved by the board, and approved by 
the congregation at a parish meeting.
If you are interested in getting involved 
in the leadership at FUS, a position on a 
committee may be a good opportunity.  If 
you would like more information or have 
questions, reach out to Rob Savage (rob.
savage50@gmail.com).

“Do the  d i f f icu l t  th ings  wh i le  they are  easy and do the  great 
th ings  wh i le  they are  sma l l .  A  journey of  a  thousand mi le s 

must  beg in  w i th  a  s ing le  step .”
~  Lao Tzu

notes from the nominations chair
b y  R o b  S a v a g e , N o m i n a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r
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Children’s Religious Education (CRE) classes 
at FUS progress through a well-developed 
curriculum tailored to support our pre-K 
through 9th grade children as they travel on 
their own personal journeys. All CRE classes 
meet during regular Saturday and Sunday 
services, and our volunteer teachers work with 
kids to foster a strong sense of community in 
each classroom. This month’s spotlight is on the 
Mind, Body & Soul (MBS) class, which is offered 
to 8th graders and is one of our most popular 
classes for kids and teachers alike.   
Mind, Body & Soul classes draw from 
multiple sources to offer a progressive and 
comprehensive sex education curriculum 
that puts sexuality firmly in the context of 
relationships. The goal is to nurture a safe 
classroom community where teens can honestly 
and openly discuss issues around relationships 
and sexuality.  In addition to the weekly themes, 
youth are invited to anonymously submit 
questions to the Question Box; we don’t want 
embarrassment or discomfort to get in the way 
of accurate information!
Mind, Body & Soul explores a wide range of 
topics, including:

• How our social, mental, physical, and 
emotional needs inform our sexual 
decisions;

• The complexity of gender identity, 
biological sex, and sexual orientation;

• The emotional and physical risks of sexual 
behaviors;

• The influence of media on our developing 
concepts of sexuality;

• Pregnancy prevention and sexually 
transmitted infections.

Additionally, the teens in the class get a 
chance to interact with staff at Planned 
Parenthood, the Rape Crisis Center, and a 
pediatrician who specializes in adolescent 
health. 
Many of our parents report that once their 
kids start MBS, it’s their youth who are 
dragging them out the door to get to class!  
In a society that is saturated with unhealthy, 
if not disingenuous information about 
sexuality, having a place to gather where 
candor and accuracy are paramount is like 
creating a safe haven for youth.
And a further testament to the value of MBS: 
most of the people who teach MBS sign on 
to do so repeatedly! They recognize the 
importance of creating this safe haven for 
our youth and see first-hand how it impacts 
participants. 

Children’s Religious Education
b y  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t r y  Te a m 

“A l l  j o u r n e y s  h a v e  s e c re t  d e s t i n a t i o n s  o f 
w h i c h  t h e  t r a v e l e r  i s  u n a w a re .”

 ~ Martin Buber
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the meaning of membership
b y  J a n e t  S w a n s o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  A d u l t  P r o g r a m s

Janet

During this interim time at FUS, we are on a 
journey of clarity and discovery:  acknowledging 
our rich history, thanking those who came 
before us and the legacy they gifted us, 
re-imagining who we are now, who we are 
called to be, and defining what work the world 
so desperately needs us to embrace. It is a 
daunting task we are asked to undertake; to 
thoughtfully reflect on what is whole, what is 
lacking, and what we must push through to 
become fully present to one another and the 
world. At FUS, we have the rare opportunity 
to be part of something radically different.   
As Members of the First Unitarian Society of 
Madison, we are active participants in the life of 
the Society. We support this community with 
our time, talents, and financial contributions. 
Membership itself is a journey and a choice—a 
choice of greater commitment and greater 
responsibility. 
As Members, we attend worship services 
regularly for rest, renewal, and fellowship. 
We encourage one another in our personal 
and spiritual growth. We contribute in the 
decision-making processes. We navigate the 
transitions of life together. We celebrate and 
mourn together.  We work collectively to make 
a difference in the greater community. We are 
not passive individuals. We don’t just GO to 
church, we BELONG to this faith community 
and to one another. And in this belonging, we 
share responsibility for the common good, both 
within our walls and outside our doors.
As a Member of FUS, you live your own 
individual journey, be it a spiritual or ethical 
one, and you have the opportunity to walk with 
others in a committed community that spans 
race, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
ability, socioeconomic backgrounds, and belief. 
How rare and beautiful is this undertaking of 
Membership! 

We miss, however, the full experience 
of this journey, in all of its life-giving 
messiness, if we see Membership as a noun 
rather than a verb. Membership requires 
us to constantly choose—to uphold our 
commitment of presence and support to 
this community, to honor and respect 
differing ideas and engage in difficult 
conversations, to live with compassion 
and understanding, to believe we can 
make a difference in the world, and to be 
stewards of this community.
How do we truly l ive in beloved 
community? How do we serve others in 
a world of crusading self-interest? How do 
we become a source of unity in a world 
that fuels division? How do we move from 
passive involvement to fierce, committed 
action as we do this hard, necessary, and 
rewarding work? We do this together.
We are grateful you have chosen to join 
us on this rare and beautiful journey.  You 
are always welcome here.
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Stewardship Campaign
b y  S t e v e  G o l d b e r g , S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  C h a i r

Over the years, our Annual Campaign has been the 
primary source of funding for the organization we call 
the First Unitarian Society of Madison. We’ve been 
rethinking the Annual Campaign and have established 
the unifying theme of “stewardship.” This year, we are 
going to raise 25% more than last year, and that’s why 
I’m excited to chair our 2019 Stewardship Campaign—
your opportunity to help First Unitarian Society achieve 
the following:

• Provide full support for Religious Education and 
Youth Programming so all our young people will 
feel valued here.

Steve

Stewardship is the Collective Responsibility for Something Bigger Than Ourselves

• Offer a wide range of holistic family events, programs and experiences to help families thrive.
• Make sure that all our member programs and services are fully staffed and resourced so 

FUS can serve as a thriving spiritual home across generations.
• Become an even stronger force for social and environmental justice.
• Increase our ability to host community events in our welcoming space, thus expanding our 

community engagement while creating a robust revenue stream.
• Actively leverage our world-class music program as a community outreach tool.

Take a look at the Stewardship Campaign packet we just sent you and decide how much you want 
to contribute to help FUS achieve these things and more. Special features of our Stewardship 
Campaign:

• The campaign runs the entire month of March, culminating in a fun celebration Friday evening, 
April 5.

• We’ll celebrate our collective progress at every March service by announcing our growing 
total and awarding tasty prizes—restaurant gift cards!  

• You now have an opportunity to become a Sustaining Steward by making a multi-year pledge, 
which enables your contribution to continue year after year.

We already have strong momentum in this campaign as a result of generous commitments from early 
donors. I invite you to join them and make your stewardship pledge before the April 5 celebration. 
We don’t want to call anyone during this campaign. Instead, we want you to be the one who takes 
action to express your sense of stewardship, no matter the amount of your pledge. I look forward 
to seeing you at our April 5 celebration so we can thank you properly for being a real “FUS”—First 
Unitarian Steward.  

“Do not fol low where the path may lead.
Go instead where there is no path and leave a trai l .”

~  Ralph Waldo Emerson
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“Being part of FUS is central to my well-being, and has been for years. Through 
my involvement in this beloved community, my faith in the essential goodness of 
people is nourished. Here I am called to consider and act on what I believe, and I 
am surrounded by others from whom I can learn and grow.”

–Alice Delaquess

“FUS has become a home for our family, offering space for 
contemplation, intellectual curiosity, spiritual exploration, and 
community. We take comfort in knowing our children are learning 
about compassion, love, and open-mindedness through religious 
education. We are grateful to be part of this community.”

–Sarah and Joel Webber

“I have been singing with the FUS choirs for three years now. FUS provides me a 
musical outlet where I share my love of music and bring joy to others. Our weekly 
rehearsals are filled with friendly faces, learning moments, and the sense of community 
that can only occur when a group works together to achieve a common goal. These 
are exciting times for the FUS choirs as we are striving to develop our musical skills 
as a group. There is no better time (or place) to join in the fun, find your voice, and 
make beautiful music!”

–Andrew Willits

Reflections from FUS Stewards

“Over the 32 years of our membership at FUS, this community has 
brought us to a deeper understanding of the love that exists among 
us and the trust that underlies it.  We’ve come to appreciate people, 
music, architectural beauty, spiritual growth that we would have 
never otherwise known; we continue these all, the joyful aspirations.
We’ve witnessed change and the process of change in our community. 
We believe that such change is the result of a loving and trusting 
community engaged in common acts of faith. We are always pleased 
and surprised.”

–Trudy Karlson & Dave Weber
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Insp irations
edited by Patricia Freres

One day you finally knew
what you had to do, and began,
though the voices around you

kept shouting
their bad advice –

though the whole house
began to tremble

and you felt the old tug
at your ankles.

“Mend my life!”
each voice cried.

But you didn’t stop.
You knew what you had to do,

though the wind pried
with its stiff fingers

at the very foundations,
though their melancholy

was terrible.

the Journey
It was already late
enough, and a wild night,
and the road full of fallen
branches and stones.
But little by little,
as you left their voices behind,
the stars began to burn
through the sheets of clouds,
and there was a new voice
which you slowly
recognized as your own,
that kept you company
as you strode deeper and deeper
into the world,
determined to do
the only thing you could do –
determined to save
the only life you could save.

by Mary Oliver (1935-2019)


