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A M e s sage f ro m th e m i n i st e rs
b y t h e R e v . K e l l y C r o c k e r a n d t h e R e v . D o u g l a s Wa d k i n s

This month Kelly and Doug are sharing this space
to provide you with some of their thoughts on the
ministry of our clergy team during this interim period.
Last August when I was attending the Interim
Ministry Network’s training for new interim
ministers, we were each handed a button that
said, “More Curiosity, Less Judgment.” I thought
it was catchy and proudly wore it on my name
badge for our week together. Last week when
I opened my desk drawer there it was sitting
right on top. I immediately pulled it out and put
it on my FUS name badge. It’s a reminder that
I need right now for my own work at FUS, and
perhaps it will be helpful for you as well.
The dancer Agnes de Mille once wrote, “Living is
a form of not being sure, not knowing what next
or how. The artist never entirely knows. We
guess. We may be wrong, but we take leap after
leap in the dark.” Since Michael’s retirement last
June, I feel as if I and we have been doing quite
a bit of leaping in the dark. When I first saw
that pin again I immediately thought it might
be more accurate if it said, “More Confusion,
More Uncertainty.” Then I realized that
confusion, uncertainty, curiosity, and judgment
are all at work during this time. And that the
interplay between them holds much excitement,
apprehension, and possibility. I wonder how
many of you are feeling this same way. Does
it feel as if the ground underneath you, what
always felt stable and sure in our community, is
moving? It does for me. I’ve come to recognize
the tendency within me to want to find certainty
whenever the world feels as if it’s in flux. I would
like solid ground with predictability and security;
with an assurance that at the end of this interim
period all will be well. What we have instead
is a time of experimentation and curiosity; a
place that is dynamic, in process, and filled with
ambiguity.
I am reminding myself that in reality, the ground
beneath us is always shifting. Nothing lasts or
stays the same for very long. Impermanence

Kelly

Doug

and I have never been great friends and it’s
time for that to change. Doug and I have been
experimenting with collaborative ministry
and I am learning a great deal along the
way. Communication is crucial in this style
of ministry and it takes a great deal of time
and thought if it is to be done well. We are
exploring the benefits and difficulties of this
reality. It is a very different way of being in
ministry together and neither one of us has
any preconceived notions about what will work
best at FUS. We’re trying different things all
the time and nothing is fixed or permanent.
We’re experimenting, the ground is shifting,
and I’m staying as curious in the process as I
can knowing that it will all change again. It’s
not easy, and it’s not comfortable; yet it is rich
with possibility, and even, at times exhilarating.
Remaining open to what this process can teach
us—about ourselves, our community, and our
shared life together—is crucial in the coming
two years. The Hopi elders, in their prophecy
of 2000, said that in order not to be torn apart
in these turbulent times, we have to let go of
the shore and stay in the middle of the river,
in the unceasing flow of life. But they didn’t say
we do this alone. “See who is there with you
and celebrate,” they said. Through it all, the not
being sure, the leaping in the dark, the joys, the
new possibilities, I am so very glad we are in
this together.
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Greetings good people, Doug here. There
are many exciting and energizing places of
exploration for us in preparation for the
search for your new minister, and yes, some
difficult ones, too. While Kelly and I have
been experimenting with a collaborative style
of ministry, we also want to glean some of the
wisdom from colleagues that have lived the
various ways of ministering together and have
done so successfully—sometimes for many
years. Almost every style of shared ministry that
leads to a dynamic and prosperous congregation
may have some insight that could help us
discover what qualities and characteristics of
professional ministry will serve you well for the
future. We will be working with the board to
continue that work of exploration, and we will
provide more details once we know them. The
likely path is to form a task force to learn what

has worked well in other congregations, what
has been a challenge, and how best to prepare
for a dynamic ministry in the future. You will
have an important voice in shaping the future
of shared ministry at FUS. This work is likely
to be essential to Kelly’s own discernment
about ministry and will be an important area of
curiosity for the ministerial candidates interested
in First Unitarian Society. Seeing that FUS has
explored and talked through clergy team options
will increase the pool of interested clergy. In
my experience, the understanding and practice
of ministry will feature as a top criterion in a
minister’s mind for finding the most attractive
fit. There is important work ahead, and it will
help sustain and invigorate the congregation for
years to come!
Blessings to us all!
Kelly and Doug

class offering for adults
by Janet Swanson, Director of Membership and Adult Programs

“Healing through Art and Craft” with the Rev. Kelly Crocker will take place on Saturday, May 11,
2019, from 9 am – 2 pm. Cost is $30 pledged/$40 non-pledged, and a light lunch will be served. Visit
www.fusmadison.org/spiritual-programs/classes/ to sign up.
Art opens the closets, airs out the cellars and attics. It brings healing. –Julia Cameron
Over three-quarters of American households contain someone who creates art or loves to craft.
Painting, sewing, knitting, scrapbooking, photography, woodworking, and the like provide us with
more than just a creative outlet. Even at their most basic, these activities are potent ways to distract
the mind, soothe the soul, and de-stress the body. The knowledge that art can heal is spreading.
From musicians in hospitals to quilts on the National Mall, art is healing people all over the world. It
is helping veterans recover, improving the quality of life for cancer patients, and bringing communities
together to improve their neighborhoods. Now it’s our turn. Through art projects, visual and written,
along with spiritual practices, we’ll look at how art can help us heal ourselves, our families, and maybe
even our communities.

“The function of art is to renew our perception.
What we are familiar with we cease to see.”
~ Anais Nin
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A M e s sage f ro m th e P r e si d e nt s
b y B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s P r e s i d e n t , J o e K r e m e r & P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t , Te r r i P e p p e r

Dear FUS Community,
The Board of Trustees announced at our last
Parish Meeting on February 3rd our decision to
extend the interim period from two to three
years. (If you were unable to attend, we urge
you to watch this shortened video clip of the
meeting at “www.tinyurl.com/interimextend”.)
We are grateful for the questions, comments,
support, and concerns that have been shared
with the Board since the announcement; as
your elected leadership, we very much value
your feedback.
The interim period has been an interesting
process for all of us and, in hindsight, we could
have communicated more as things were
developing and the potential of extending the
interim period began to emerge. The Board,
staff and ministers are working closely together
to improve our communications. Our goal is
to better inform everyone of upcoming events,
decisions, and opportunities for sharing your
thoughts.
One avenue for sharing your thoughts about the
interim period is to connect with the Interim
Ministry Transitions Team, a Board-appointed
group dedicated to helping us navigate this
transition. This team is currently developing
content for a webpage that will serve as a
centralized communications avenue and will
include opportunities for involvement, a general
timeline for the next two years, and much more.
Updates on the webpage’s progress will be in
upcoming Red Floors.
Please note that the Transitions Team is separate
from the task force that will be dedicated to the
search for our next called minister. The Board
and the Governance Committee are currently
developing the method for forming the search

task force, with a focus on including
membership in the selection process.
The Board will also be discussing the creation
of a task force to explore possibilities around
our called ministry, exploring options from
other congregations, talking with ministers
in varying ministerial configurations, and
compiling this information so we can discern
the best next step for our community.
A fascinating piece of this work is imagining
how we will bring together the varying
chorus of opinions and beliefs around the
future of FUS. We are hearing, through
your feedback, wide-ranging perspectives.
The future vitality and growth of our
congregation depends on us working
together and listening to each other. We
realize this is not an easy or a fast task, and
that rushing the work of the interim time
and ministerial search would be a missed
opportunity to develop clarity around a
shared vision for the future. We have faith
that, with thoughtful discernment, we will
successfully navigate this transition to our
next long-lasting called ministry.
We all can best support FUS and strengthen
our community by staying engaged, involved,
and being present during this period of
transition. Let your voice, your dreams,
and your ideas help shape our continued life
together. Again, we thank you for sharing
your thoughts with us and hope you will
continue to do so in the months ahead.
In hope and gratitude,
Joe Kremer and Terri Pepper,
for the Board of Trustees
*This letter was originally emailed to FUS
Members and Affiliates on March 15, 2019.

“What lie s behind us and what lie s before us are tiny
matters compared to what lie s within us.”
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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S p r i n g Re n e wa l

by Carin Bringelson, 2018-2020 FUS Student Minister

In the life of a congregation, contemplating
renewal is a rich and inviting opportunity. I
tend to think of renewal in terms of “renewing
our spirits.” How do we get the rest and
recuperation/relaxation/recreation we need in
order to engage in life to its fullest?
As the seasons turn, spring sometimes feels like
a bit of a paradox for me. On the one hand,
the signs (or simply imaginings) of crocuses and
daffodils—and noticing rabbits in my backyard—
remind me of the cycle of life which continues
to turn and return. There is an abundance
of potential. After long winters, I certainly
appreciate these reminders of rebirth and hope.
Additionally, with the snow melted, there are
more opportunities for me to get back on my
bicycle again and get my blood pumping. Yes,
life is full and good!
On the other hand, the second semester of
the academic year is well underway, filled with
due dates for assignments that are breathing
down my neck with no break in sight. When
this newsletter comes out in early April, I will
be back in Chicago for a packed two weeks at
my seminary. Upon my return to Madison, I
will have more even projects to complete with
seemingly little time to accomplish them. In
such moments, life certainly feels full, but does
it feel good?
And on the third hand (I try to see more than
two sides of any issue), this is my life—much
of which I have had the privilege of choosing.
I remind myself each day that I can choose
to include moments of downtime to rest and
renew—it need not be a two-week vacation
along the equator to count as rejuvenating.

Carin
Each deep breath is an opportunity for me
to focus on my bodily sensations, in turn
calming my sympathetic nervous system.
These mindful moments throughout my day
help me renew—at least temporarily—and
then choose my next steps with greater
clarity.
Even with all these aspirations, I am not
always good at remembering to rest
and renew my own spirit. That is why I
love attending worship. I do not have to
remember why I am coming to worship. I
simply need to show up on a regular basis—
and then I will be reminded. Ultimately, I
am renewed by worshiping with others: by
singing and praying, by laughing and hugging,
by crying and comforting. And after worship,
a nap is always good, too.
Of course, we are not all the same. What
helps you feel renewed? What helps you
engage in life to its fullest? I would love
to learn your R&R tips! Send an email to
carinb@fusmadison.org.

“...life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly
renewing and remaking and changing and
transfiguring itself...”

~ Boris Pasternak
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Children’s Religious Education
b y t h e C h i l d r e n ’ s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t r y Te a m

Spotlight On...Compass Points
Were you here back in October when one
of our Children’s Religious Education classes
surveyed the congregation about your beliefs
about God? If so, then you probably had a
chance to interact with our 7th grade Compass
Points youth. Compass Points helps students
to develop and engage in spiritual thoughts
and questions. Each week the students discuss
an ethical or philosophical issue and then
revisit their previous opinions on that issue.
Former student Mattie said that the class
would begin by everyone stating an opinion
on some subject by “taking a stand” for or
against some statement and then moving to a
side of the room to show where they “stood.”
Some examples of statements they took a
stand on include: “It’s my responsibility to
help my friends when they’re in trouble.” “To
decide what you believe, you just have to dig
down inside yourself; you don’t have to look
anywhere else.” Or something as simple as
“Change is good.” Then the class would discuss
that issue in depth. At the end, the students
would again state their opinion, which often
would have changed, by once again standing
up and moving to where their new opinion
“stood.” Mattie summed up the experience as
“The point is that there are lots of nuances to
every idea, and that you have to think about
more things than the obvious big thing.”
Teacher Lori Thein Brody reports that
Compass Points is unique in the UU curriculum
because “It is the where students begin to
form their thoughts and ideas about their own
moral compass...what and who informs those
thoughts (whether they are aware of it or not).
This is a class where they are given a forum
to process their thoughts on some big world
issues, a process that is developed further in
Mind, Body and Soul and Coming of Age.”
Compass Points really is about helping kids
learn to use a moral compass in a safe and
supportive environment where individual
thought is affirmed.

Time to Register!
If you’re reading this on or after April 1st, then
it’s time to register for fall Children’s Religious
Education classes. New brochures are at the
RE table in the Commons, and the website has
been updated just for you! You can register
online at www.fusmadison.org/cre/classes/,
download a paper form from our website, or
stop by the RE table and pick up a form. And
here’s the good news: If you register before
June 1st, you get a $20 discount per child!
Save money, assure your spot at the time you
prefer, and help us to best plan for the fall by
registering before June 1st. Questions? Contact
Leslie Ross, Director of Children’s Religious
Education, at leslier@fusmadison.org.
About teaching in our CRE Program…
Did you know that:
• 38 of our 88 teachers do NOT have kids
enrolled in the Children’s RE Program?
• 15 of our 88 teachers who DO have kids
enrolled in CRE are NOT teaching their
own child’s class?
• 35 of our 88 teachers DO teach their
child’s class?
There are many reasons why teaching can be an
awesome opportunity. The kids are inspiring
and fun. Co-teachers can become great friends.
You learn more about the topics, expanding
your own knowledge and spirit. You get to
know others in our FUS community. And
you nurture a generation of UUs who bring
our values and priorities out into the world. If
you’d like to sign up to teach this fall or would
like more information, contact Leslie Ross at
leslier@fusmadison.org or stop by our CRE
tables in the Commons on the weekend of
April 27 & 28. They will be staffed by current
and former teachers and they’ll be happy to
share their experiences with you!

A Mo n th o f S e r v i ce s
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Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

candles, reflection and liturgy the service invites to explore
the depth of our feelings around the motifs of Easter and
Lent.

April 6 & 7

“The Rhythm of Life”
The Worship Team

April is the theme of renewal and this service will offer yet
another approach to introducing our theme as participants
in the Odyssey Project also contribute to our worship
service. Life offers us examples of cycles and different phases.
Each phase and each cycle offers repeated motifs and new
possibilities.This service will explore the ways that we might
avail ourselves of the various energies of life and incorporate
them more authentically in how we move through our days.
On Saturday, Rob Cunningham on saxophone will join
Assistant Music Director Linda Warren on piano. On Sunday,
the Mosaic Chambers Players will perform.

April 13 @ 4:30 pm

“Poetry Service”

with Members of the FUS Lay Worship Team
During our various personal journeys, many UUs find
enrichment, encouragement, even renewal through poetry.
During this service members of our Lay Worship Team,
including Roz Woodward, James Morgan, Maureen Friend
and Karen Rose Gredler will join in a celebration of poetry,
including a special nod to Mary Oliver, and a special poetry
message for children. We invite you to join us for this
particular experience of renewal.
FUS Teen Choir directed by Heather Thorpe will join Karlos
Moser on piano and mezzo-soprano Kathleen Otterson.

April 14 @ 9 am & 11 am

*There will be no service on Saturday, April 20.
April 21 @ 9 am in the Atrium

“Easter Family Service: Celebrate Spring,
Celebrate Earth, Celebrate Life”
Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life
& Heather Thorpe, Children’s Choir Director

On this Earth Day weekend, join us as we celebrate this
season of new life and hope with story and song. Cherub
Choir and Choristers will perform.

April 21 @ 9 am & 11 am in the Landmark

“Jesus the Liberator”

Douglas Wadkins, Interim Senior Minister
This Easter Sunday service will intermingle the spiritual and
the political. This understanding of the place of faith in the
daily lives of people is consistent with the time of Jesus. In
this season, when we explore the mystery of an image where
that which is dead is born again, how might we understand
this image in light of our current world and our current lives?
On this Earth Day weekend, join us as we celebrate this
season of new life and hope with story and song. Meeting
House Chorus and brass quintet will perform.

April 27 & 28

“All Music Sunday”

“Renewal of Our Multigenerational Vision”

with FUS Choirs

Society Choir and friends with orchestra will present
Schubert’s “Mass in G” and Vivaldi’s “Concerto for Two
Trumpets.”

April 19 @ 5pm

“Good Friday Service”

Douglas Wadkins, Interim Senior Minister
Tenebrae is a service that honors the parallels in the Gospel
narratives around the final days of Jesus’ life and our own
times of difficult and mortality. Through the use of music,

Carin Bringelson, Student Minister

On this weekend when we thank the Religious Education
teachers for their years of service, we will also explore how
we might renew our commitment to being a congregation
for all ages. Specifically, what might it look like to have a
robust, life-giving ministry for Unitarian Universalists (and the
UU Curious) who are ages 18-24? What do college-aged
people need in order to navigate the questions and gifts of
young adulthood with hope and community?
On Saturday, the Society Choir Chamber Singers will join Eva
Wright on the piano. On Sunday, Society Choir will perform.

A Month of Musicales

This Friday series begins at 12:15 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
April 5
Four Seasons Theatre presents
Broadway favorites

April 12
Faythe Vollrath,
harpsichord

April 19
No Musicale

April 26
Kassia
(soprano duo)

Mon

Spiritual Topics
Book Group
@ 7 pm

Contemplative
Service @ 6 pm

tue

Seder Dinner
@ 6:30 pm

Good Friday
Service @ 5 pm

“Because of You”
Event @ 6 pm

Fri

Friday, April 5, 12, 19, 26
Noon Musicales @ 12:15 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Board Meeting
@ 6:30 pm

Thursday, April 4, 11, 18, 25
Japanese Crane @ 5 pm

Equity Ministry
Team @ 6:30 pm

thurs

Goddess Chanting
Group @ 7 pm

wed

*Board members will be available in the Atrium Auditorium after all three services during April to explore the interim process.*

Wednesday, April 3, 10, 17, 24
Qigong Japanese Crane@ 12:15 pm

Mad Youth
Climate Team
@ 7 pm

Supporting
our Journey
@ 3:30 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Tuesday, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Centering Prayer @ 4:45 pm

Wartmann
Lecture @ 2 pm

Easter Egg Hunt
@ 10 am

Easter Services

SUN

April

Sunday, April 7, 14, 21, 28
Insight Buddhist Meditation
@ 6 pm

No Saturday
Service

Caregiver’s
Support Group
@ 10 am

Grief Support
@ 10 am
Wartmann
StorySlam @ 7 pm

New UU @ 9 am

Sat

For more happenings, visit us online
at www.fusmadison.org and click on
“Event Calendar” under “Community.”
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Wa rt m an n w e lco m e s Dr .Ot t
by Brittany Crawford, Communications Coordinator

Bill and Joyce Wartmann envisioned a lecture
series that would examine human sexuality
and the liberal religious tradition at a time
when gay marriage was not legal, when many
mainline Protestant churches remained closed
to LGBTQ+ inclusion, and when you wouldn’t
find articles about transgender youth in Madison
Magazine.
Though both Bill and Joyce have since passed,
their vision continues as we prepare for the
2019 Wartmann Lecture on human sexuality
and the liberal religious tradition. We’re aiming
to get back to the heart of their mission by
inviting Dr. Kate Ott, Associate Professor of
Christian Social Ethics at Drew Theological
School, to present her lecture, “Good Sex:
Living our values with body and soul.”
Prior to her full-time professorship, Dr.
Ott was the former Deputy Director of the
Religious Institute, a multifaith organization
working to advocate for sexual justice, educate
religious leaders and congregations on sexuality
and inclusion, and promote the inclusion of
LGBTQ+ persons across religious traditions.
She has also written several articles and books
on the subject of sexuality and ethics, including
“Sex + Faith: Talking to our Kids from Birth to
Adolescence.” Dr. Ott’s ethics work is deeply
entrenched in the interconnectedness of race,
gender, class, and sexuality. As one of her
former students, I think you’ll find Dr. Ott’s
accessible approach to complex ethical concepts
deeply engaging.
We’ve invited Dr. Ott because of her vast
experience and scholarship in speaking with

Brittany
youth about how to live out their ethical
values when it comes to their sexual
experiences and intimate relationships,
especially in addressing the unique needs
of LGBTQ+ youth.
But this lecture isn’t just for youth and
their caregivers and mentors. All of us
can benefit from thinking about how
we embody our UU values and how we
express them in our relationships.
Please join us for the 2019 Wartmann
Lecture on Sunday, April 28, at 2 pm, and
if you have a youth in your life (no FUS
affiliation necessary), please invite them
to attend Dr. Ott’s youth workshop at 5
pm. If you’d like to learn more about Dr.
Ott’s work, please visit her website at
kateott.org. If you have questions about
the lecture events, please contact me at
brittanyc@fusmadison.org or by phone at
608-233-9774 ext. 117.

Join us for the 1st Annual
Wartmann StorySlam
on Saturday, April 6 @ 7 pm
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Answering the Call for Renewal:
It’s Our Turn—Together
by Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

Our faith calls us into renewal every day. Every
day, we are called to sound the alarm, again. To
search farther, to reach farther, still, and to hold
on tighter to one another. Each and every day,
as we face unbelievably slim odds, we’re called, to
ask a hard and hopeful question—“Will you help?”
Will you help to unleash the tremendous power
of our beloved community?
Will you help us find the strength, the hope, the
focused attention, and the synergistic unity that
waits for us? Will you quest for the quantum leap?
Will you help us find the answers that will usher
in a new tomorrow?
Of course, you want to. Of course, you care and
want nothing more than to offer hope to the next
generation. Of course, you’ve been doing your
best. But what we haven’t yet fully figured out is
how we will do our best. We don’t need to work
harder, we need to work smarter—together.
We don’t know where our shared journey will
take us, but we know that we will find our way by
holding sacred space, listening to, learning from,
longing for, and leaning into LOVE—together.
My dear people, it is our turn to show up! All
roads have led us to this point, right here, and
right now. To 900 University Bay Drive, in
Madison, WI. To this blessed space, where we
find our deepening connections. Here, where we
merge our five shining stars into one sustainable
supernova. To FUS, where we fortify the pillars
of unity that hold our hopes for heaven, right
here on Earth.
When is it your turn? When is your sacred shift?
And who will join you at the table of FUS Social
Justice Ministry?

Tim

By committing to a time, and then showing
up every month, we will find magical ways
to magnify and focus our collective power
for social and ecological justice.
We will help one another find paths that
we never knew existed. We will deepen
our connections to one another and the
larger community. We will grow in ways
that only community can germinate.
If this all sounds a bit confusing and
unclear, please know that it is. And it will
be. Until we get to it, we cannot see our
shared paths to justice. Our paths wait for
us to find them—but first we must find
each other. And, we will find ourselves…
because, we must.
Get ready, it’s our turn…and we get to
do this…together!
Call me. I’ll be by the phone. 608-6303633.
Peace,
Tim Cordon

“From a tiny spark may burst a flame.”
~ Dante Alighieri, Paradiso
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Music Notes for april
by Drew Collins, Music Director

April is an especially active and exciting month for
music at FUS, featuring both All Music Sunday and
Easter.
All Music Sunday
Our spring “All Music Sunday” will interweave
Schubert’s Mass No. 2 in G-major for choir and
orchestra with Vivaldi’s Concerto for Two Trumpets.
Both are standards in the western canon, and they
fit almost perfectly together due to their almost
identical orchestration: strings and two trumpets.
The chorus will comprise Society Choir and FUS’s
Anybody Choir, which is open to, well, anybody!
(Contact drewc@fusmadison.org for more
information.) The orchestra is made up of local
professionals, including FUS members.
Schubert composed between six and nine musical
settings of the mass (depending on how you count
them). This is his best-known and most often
performed mass setting. Mozart and Haydn had
mastered the Classical “style”—characterized by
leaner orchestrations, traditional use of dissonance
and transparent texture. Schubert, along with
Beethoven, was a transitional figure between the
musical traditions of the Classical and Romantic
periods. (In fact, these four composers share a few
interesting connections: Haydn mentored Mozart
and tutored Beethoven; Schubert and Beethoven
were such good friends that Schubert was a torchbearer in Beethoven’s funeral procession and was
buried next to him after his own death a year later.)
Schubert’s second mass sounds very Classical in
style, with a pinch of Romanticism stirred in here
and there. By contrast, his other masses are much
more Romantic in their composition: expansive,
expressive, and dense. He originally scored it for
choir, soloists, strings and organ, though he later
added trumpet and timpani parts. The soprano solo
has some expressive and beautiful passages for the
soprano soloist, while the tenor and baritone solos
are more modest. What is similar between all of
Schubert’s masses is an overall devotional mood
rather than an individualistic expression.
Despite it being one of his best-known works,
scholars know almost nothing about Vivaldi’s Double

Drew
Trumpet Concerto in C major, RV 537: the
manuscript is undated, there is no record
of who played the premiere, etc. Of
Vivaldi’s over 500 concerti, this is the only
one featuring trumpets. Like Schubert’s
Mass No. 2 in ‘G’, it was an obscure,
unpublished work during the composer’s
lifetime, but became a standard of the
repertory following his death. There
are a few factoids worthy of note about
the second movement: First, it is also
the second movement of Vivaldi’s Violin
Concerto in C, RV110. Second, despite it
being one of three movements in a double
concerto for trumpets, the trumpets
themselves do not play during it. Third,
it lasts only about a minute. Nonetheless,
the concerto on the whole is spectacular.
The first and last movements will serve
as the service’s Prelude and Postlude,
respectively. For our purposes, the middle
movement of the Vivaldi will actually pair
with the Credo of the Schubert.
Easter
The Meeting House Chorus will sing on
Easter Sunday in Landmark Auditorium.
Their anthems will be “The Call (Come,
My Way, My Truth, My Life)” from Ralph
Vaughan Williams’s Five Mystical Songs, and
“Hallelujah! Amen” from Handel’s Judas
Maccabeus.
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Solar - e l e c t r i c syst e m @ f us
b y t h e S u s t a i n a b i l i t y Ta s k F o r c e

FUS is on track to meet a long-time sustainability
goal this year. We have funding commitments
that will allow us to install a sizable solar-electric
system in coming months.
The system will be placed on our building’s flat
roofs and around the green roof on the Atrium
addition. It will generate 90,000 kilowatt-hours a
year, replacing about a quarter of FUS’ electrical
consumption.
Last year’s capital campaign made $35,000
available for the project, but to build a larger
system, the new Sustainability Ministry Team
and FUS staff have secured a $20,000 grant from
RENEW Wisconsin’s Solar For Good program.
And we are partnering with the Legacy Solar
Co-op, a Madison-based organization that will
allow FUS members, as well as anyone in the
community, to help finance the project through
bond purchases. Email info@legacysolarcoop.
org if you are interested in purchasing bonds.
Engineering structural reviews found no
concerns with solar installation. However,
because the flat roof membranes are at the end
of their useful lives, they will be replaced before
the solar installation begins—as soon as the
contractor can get us on their spring schedule.
That project should take about two weeks, and
then the solar contractor will begin work. Staff

and the ministry team reviewed four proposals
for the solar job and selected Madison-based
Full Spectrum for the installation.
For more details on the project, and on the
opportunity to purchase bonds to support this
and other solar projects, please attend a Q&A
session on Sunday, April 7, at 12:30 pm in the
Atrium Auditorium. Or contact ministry team
member, Eric Sundquist at 608-332-5332 or
ewsundquist@gmail.com.
There is more good news on energy. Ministry
team members have investigated the energy
efficiency of our systems and they found that
the geothermal HVAC system installed during
the Atrium Auditorium project was running
sub-optimally (energy-hungry water pumps
were running constantly). Staff has already made
improvements by turning off the pumps when
they aren’t needed, and soon equipment will be
installed to let the pumps operate at variable
speeds.
The efficiency improvements and solar system
together should reduce FUS’ electrical demand
from MG&E by more than half. They will also
reduce our carbon footprint, but not entirely.
The ministry team will continue working on this
issue in an effort to make FUS carbon neutral
or better.

“We are each made for goodne ss, love, and
compassion. Our live s are transformed as much as
the world is when we live with the se truths.”
~ Desmond Tutu
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save the date: 2019 cabaret!
by Cher yll Mellenthin, Project Coordinator

Saturday, June 15
6 – 9 pm
Get your Game On!
Bring your Game Face!
We’re Going All Out!
Join us for the first ever FUS Cabaret Game Night, a spirited evening for all ages!
We’re putting the FUN back in FUNdraising with games and surprises, a delicious catered dinner,
lively music, and our highly anticipated FUS auction—watch for details in the May edition and in
the Red Floors. Plus, the kiddos have their own special game night event, too!
We are still adding the final touches to our 2019 Cabaret, so come be part of the Cabaret
volunteer team and help make it a huge success! Contact Cheryll Mellenthin, Project Coordinator
at cheryllm@fusmadison.org.
Thank you for supporting Cabaret, our largest fundraiser of the year. Don’t miss the fun!

Wheel of Life
It is with great sadness that we share the passing of Terry Millar on March 9. Terry was a bright
light in our community with a brilliant mind and a compassionate heart. Our love is with his wife,
Susan, mother-in-law, Cece Bolyard, and children, Matt and Jessica.
We also mourn the death of Ronnie Miskelly, mother of Tom Miskelly, and grandmother to Tim
and Natalie Miskelly, who passed away on March 7. A kind and gentle soul who brought much
goodness and love to this world, Ronnie will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved her.
We send our love to Barbara James and her daughter, Kendra, as they mourn the passing of
Barbara’s mother, Shirley Roby. Her 83 Years were full of love for life and family.
Congratulations to Sasha Ostrom, our 2014-15 intern minister. Sasha has been granted final
fellowship as a Unitarian Universalist minister, and is the assistant minister at the UU Fellowship of
Raleigh.
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 112.
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One heart

On the Road

Look at the birds. Even flying
is born

Though this land is not my own
I will never forget it,
or the waters of its ocean,
fresh and delicately icy.

by Li-Young Lee

out of nothing. The first sky
is inside you, open
at either end of day.
The work of wings
was always freedom, fastening
one heart to every falling thing.

by Anna Akhmatova

Sand on the bottom is whiter
than chalk,
and the air drunk, like wine.
Late sun lays bare
the rosy limbs of the pine trees.
And the sun goes down in waves
of ether
in such a way that I can’t tell
if the day is ending, or the world,
or if the secret of secrets is within
me again.

“Human beings by change, renew, rejuvenate
ourselve s; otherwise, we harden.”
~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

