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s ha r in g ou r sto r i e s
b y t h e R e v . D o u g l a s Wa d k i n s , I n t e r i m S e n i o r M i n i s t e r

A real story touches not only the mind but also the
imagination and the unconscious depths in a person,
and it may remain with him or her through many
years, coming to the surface of consciousness now
and then to yield new insights.
– Helen M. Luke, The Way of Woman
Once upon a time, there was a mother and
a little boy. He would ask her to tell him
stories. Sometimes, when there was nobody
to play with and when he worried about
what the future might bring, the boy would
sit in the kitchen as his mother worked. He
would ask her to tell him about what it was
like when she was a little girl. Slowly, a story
would unfold. She would create vivid scenes
in his mind with her words. Underneath the
stories, the boy heard a universe of possibilities.
The archetypal prominence of the storyteller
exists all over the world and is seemingly as old
as humanity itself. Sharing stories is powerful
and life-saving. In this interim time, when a
community is exploring and wondering what
comes next, stories are also an essential part of
the transitional experience. Much of this time
is about letting the power of stories, of what
matters and what we dream about for the future
of First Unitarian Society, animate and guide our
work together. Actually, so much of what builds
community is found in holding space for a shared
experience that honors the importance of story
within its identity. For, again and again, stories
embody, deepen, and continuously shape who we
are as individuals and as a community. Underneath
the stories, we hear a universe of possibilities.
This month, in that spirit, I invite you to explore
the history of FUS as you have experienced
it directly. I invite you to think of this sharing,
specifically, as one of telling the story of the
congregation’s history with an eye toward the
possibilities for the future. I invite you to come

Doug

to an afternoon that creates an opportunity
for reflection, for storytelling, and for
conversation. Together, we will explore the
stories that illuminate your narratives within
the congregation that help shape who you
are and your connection with First Unitarian
Society. The congregation’s heritage, both
corporate and individual, is the foundation
upon which the present momentum
builds. Paying attention to heritage means
encouraging and hearing stories about
the congregation’s past and embracing the
rich variety of perspectives and hopes that
make up this congregation. This will help
center your view in exploring the future.
This work will help prepare us for other
conversations in the fall about your
understanding of the congregation’s mission,
how that understanding shapes your shared
vision of ministry, stewardship, and the qualities
and skills needed within your clergy team.
I invite you to join in the town hall on history
and legacy on Saturday, May 18, from 1 pm –
3 pm to share your stories in small groups
and learn from the larger wisdom present in
the room.
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Brin gin g it h o m e

b y t h e R e v. Ke l l y J . C ro c ke r, M i n i s t e r o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L i f e

Encouraging Curiosity
I have always felt that an innate and holy curiosity
is one of the great gifts of children. Albert Einstein
once said, “I have no special talent. Only that I
am passionately curious.” How true this is of our
children! I think this is one of the reasons why
children enjoy the Curious George books so
much. They see themselves and their own quest
for knowledge in his adventures. Learning how to
respect and make room for the curiosity present
in our children feels like another one of those
parenting lessons.When we cheerfully admit that
we don’t know the answer to something and
decide to find out more, or when we share with
our kids our own passions and interests, and
when we say things like “What a great question! I
love the ideas it is sparking!” we are honoring the
importance of curiosity in our lives.
Chalice Lighting by Bets Wienecke
May this flame,
symbol of transformation since time began,
fire our curiosity,
strengthen our wills,
and sustain our courage
as we seek what is good within and around us.
The Wonder Box
Put something fun for your family inside a sealed
box and draw a large question mark on the top.
Talk with your family about what it means to
be curious about something (to wonder about
something, to be interested in finding out more
about something, etc.). You can have a discussion
about some of the great discoveries and inventions
of our time coming about from curiosity. Then
point out the box and ask the kids if they are
curious about what’s inside. Allow them to discuss
what it could be for as long as you like. How does
it feel to be curious about what’s inside? What

Kelly
might it be? If it isn’t something breakable,
allow them to shake it or move it around in
order to find out more. You can play twenty
questions to help them figure it out. Open it
up when someone figures it out and enjoy!
Inspiration to Be Curious
Below are great books that encourage
curiosity and each one would make a great
read aloud and family activity.
A Splash of Red, by Jen Bryant. (Each person
can then draw their own picture as others
guess what they are drawing—get curious
about art!)
Mae Among the Stars, by Roda Ahmed. (Go
on a night walk to wonder about the stars.)
Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor, by Patricia Valdez.
(Have you ever wondered about reptiles?
What animal do you want to learn more
about?)
Nothing Stopped Sophie, by Cheryl Bardoe.
(This story, about an amazing mathematician,
might ignite your family’s curiosity to solve
some math problems!)

“I have no particular talent. I am merely inquisitive.”
~ Albert Einstein

4 • The Madison Unitarian

From th e P r e si de n t
b y J o e K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

As spring finally takes hold but before the
upcoming summer, much will be happening
around the governance of FUS. In particular,
there will be two important opportunities for
members who are interested in being kept up-todate and involved: the financial forum on May 19
and the parish meeting on June 2.
Later this month, on Sunday, May 19, from 12:30
– 2:00 pm, we will be holding the annual financial
forum. At the forum, Executive Director Monica
Nolan along with our ministers, members of the
Board and Finance Committee will step through
our 2019-2020 draft budget and discuss other
relevant financial topics. Members will have an
opportunity to provide feedback, which will be
used by staff and the Board to further refine the
proposed budget. That revised budget will then
be brought back to the community on June 2,
during the last parish meeting of this fiscal year,
for a member vote.
Another important aspect of the parish meeting
on June 2 (in the Atrium from 12:30 – 2:00 pm)
will be an update on the interim process and
the next steps for member involvement. Other
informational components will include an update
on the installation of solar panels, the roof
repairs, and anything new and important that
may come to light between now and then.
Along with the budget vote, membership will
be voting on four Board positions. We are very
grateful to the individuals who have agreed to
run, volunteering their time and expertise to FUS.
The 2019-2020 fiscal year will be an exciting and
busy one, requiring much time and effort by the
Board. Information about the candidates will be
available on the FUS website at www.fusmadison.
org/boardcandidates later this month.
If you haven’t already done so, please introduce
yourself to a board member after one of the
worship services—we typically are wearing
red name badges and, to help pick us out of
the crowd, our pictures are on the wall to the

Joe
left of the Atrium Auditorium doors.
Informal discussions with members are
very helpful in keeping the Board updated
on members’ interests and concerns.The
Board is continually working on ways
to improve communication with, and
between, members. Please help us by
being proactive yourself, join in or start a
conversation with another member about
your vision for FUS’s future.
For anyone looking to stay in the know
on governance happenings, the most
reliable option is to attend our monthly
Board meetings. The meeting is open to
visitors, though from time to time we
do have a closed, Board-only portion.
Board meetings are typically on the third
Wednesday of the month from 6:30 – 8:30
pm in the Gaebler Living Room. If you are
unable to attend, minutes are posted about
a month after the meeting at
www.tinyurl.com/fusboardmeetings.
To all of you who have made the effort to
stay informed and have your voices heard,
thank you! Until next month, enjoy spring
and the change of seasons!
Joe Kremer, president
FUS Board of Trustees
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Parish Me e tin g & F o r u m
by Monica Nolan, Executive Director

What a time to be an FUS member! Want to be an active participant in the creation of this unique
moment in our community’s history? Lean in and join us at the upcoming parish-wide functions.
At both events come enjoy delicious fare by the Food Haulers. Childcare is available if reserved
ahead of time. Please register at www.fusmadison.org/childcare. We highly encourage participation
at both events, however a video recording of the meeting will be made available at www.fusmadison.
org/welcome/governance for those unable to attend. We will also post a full agenda and meeting
materials on this same webpage.
Mark your calendar for:

Parish Financial Forum
on Sunday, May 19, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the Atrium Auditorium
Join us to learn more about our current financial landscape and the proposed 2019-2020 budgets.
The agenda will include:
• Financial update
• Budget presentation
• Stewardship Campaign update
• Capital Campaign update and
• Q&A time

Spring Parish Meeting
on Sunday, June 4, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the Atrium Auditorium
The agenda will include:
• A unique opportunity to hear from our teens on their climate justice work
• Review and vote on Board of Trustees, Foundation Board, and Nomination Committee
candidates
• A vote on the annual budgets
• An update from the transition team and ministers
• Information from our solar and roof representatives
• Parting words of wisdom from our outgoing Board President Joe Kremer
Look forward to seeing you all there!

“You can’t do sketche s enough. Sketch
everything and keep your curiosity fre sh.”
~ John Singer Sargent
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Children’s Religious Education
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

There’s an old, (questionably) African proverb
that you’re undoubtedly familiar with: It takes
a village to raise a child. Serving as FUS’s
Director of Children’s Religious Education for
19 years has really brought the truth of that
home to me. Parents bring their children here
seeking support and assistance in providing a
liberal religious education for their children.
We become part of their village. We can’t
offer that religious education without the
time, talent, and commitment of many of
you. You become part of the village as well.
Together—parents, staff, congregants—we
become important players in the village that
is FUS. Here we promote our UU values and
our appreciation for the rich and diverse world
we live in. We honor our UU history—its fight
for religious freedom and its commitment to
the individual journey—while investing in our
present and future. As we close the door on
this year’s learning, we express our gratitude to
the 200+ volunteers who populated the village
of Children’s RE. Our village is comprised of
teachers, classroom support coordinators,
faith in action coordinators, summer gear up
helpers, RE greeters, inclusion buddies, our
CRE Ministry Team, Coming of Age elders, and
more! We are so grateful for the multitude
of ways they created opportunities for our
children and our families—opportunities
for learning, for celebrating community, for
empowering us to live our values. THANK
YOU!
And like the ancient Roman god Janus, we
simultaneously look to the next year’s needs.
Our village needs to be re-built each year.
Some of the villagers remain the same; many
do not. Please consider joining our village by
signing on to serve as a teacher.There are many
spots available at each service time and for
each age group, and we need you. I’d be happy
to have you visit a class to get a feel for things
if you’d like (it would have to be during the first
two weekends of May), to connect you with a

Leslie
current teacher who can share his/her experience,
or to meet with you to talk about teaching. Some
important things to know include:
• You don’t have to do it alone! Each class has a
teaching team of four volunteers, with only two
of you present each week.
• You don’t have to spend hours planning! We
provide training, weekly curricula, and supplies.
You just have to bring it all to life in the classroom.
• You don’t need expertise! Many of our teachers
teach so that they can learn more about the
content. Teaching Building Bridges is a great way
to learn about world religions.Teaching Compass
Points is a great way to learn about UU history.
Teaching Bibleodeon will help you to expand your
biblical literacy. Each of our curricula offers great
learning for students and teachers alike!
• Many of our teachers commit year after year!
Do you know why? Because they find it to be a
great way to build their own community within
FUS as they get to know their co-teachers and
parents. The kids inspire, amuse, and rejuvenate
them, as well.
It’s with the utmost gratitude for our current CRE
village and for those to come that I close the door
on this CRE year. As always, I am indebted to your
generosity!
Leslie Ross
Director of Children’s Religious Education
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Children’s RE Spotlight
b y t h e C h i l d r e n ’ s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t r y Te a m

Treasure Hunting
As kindergartners and first graders navigate our world, they benefit from learning to value themselves
and to value others’ unique gifts as well. In Treasure Hunting, children explore “treasures” each week
to add to their treasure chests. These “treasures” are values that introduce UU principles in an ageappropriate way, using games, crafts, song, and movement to make it fun. Kids learn about the intrinsic
value of every person, how we are all connected, kindness, empathy, caring for the earth, and other
topics.
In addition to these important values being emphasized, the fun had in class helps form a community
with these young members of our UU home. Lauri Schwartz, one of our sixteen Treasure Hunting
teachers, shares “I feel that 1st graders remember what is really important, fun, exciting, and their
friends. We guide our excited young youth to learn to take turns with a sharing wand, so we practice
learning to share and be in a circle and then listen.” When a Saturday Treasure Hunting participant
was asked what kind of treasures she had discovered this year, she told me about three things: a
camera she got as a Christmas gift, God, and the Universe.
Stephanie Steinman, a Saturday teacher, says that “...one of the most beautiful messages I got from one
of the kids is [when] they said,‘I am a treasure. And you are a treasure.’” This is a message that we do
our best to make sure stays with them well beyond their early grade school years and into adulthood.

Up on the roof
b y D a v e We b e r , O w n e r ’s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

I am writing this in mid-April. It is sunny, and by the time
you read this there should be roofers hard at work on
the Landmark roof if it stays dry and warm. Workers
have already created a prototype joint at the eastern
edge of the big roof just above the entrance. There are
nine different joints, all of which must be redesigned
because we are using a stiffer, thicker copper. Our goal
is to make the joints unnoticeable.
The prow is complete and the ceiling is reinforced.There
will be no more interior work until the end of the project
when plasterers and painters finish things up.We expect
to be done by the end of September, providing that the
weather is favorable, i.e., warm and dry.

“I think, at a child’s birth, if a mother could ask a
fairy godmother to endow it with the most useful
gift, that gift should be curiosity.”
~ Eleanor Roosevelt
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Bread or Flowers?
by Drew Collins, Music Director

As my first church year at FUS rolls into summer, I
grow reflective of what I have learned in this position
so far and am excited about what learning I still need
to do. After fourteen years and three universities, I
left academia for many reasons: chief among them
was a desire to explore how music can make a
noticeable difference in this world.
The traditional approach for a musician is to act as
a sort of guardian or custodian of “classical music”
(i.e., western or Euro-centric art music).This mindset
results in the viewpoint that music itself is the
message; in other words, that beauty is an end unto
itself. And beauty is certainly an important goal, and
one with no need of further justification. However,
to argue that beauty itself is included among our
Seven Principles or Six Sources would be a stretch.
Can music’s role in society expand beyond the
traditional one of beauty, inspiration, and expression?
Can music affirm “the worth and dignity of every
person”? Can it address or improve “justice, equity,
and compassion in human relations” and “the goal
of world community with peace, liberty, and justice
for all”? Can music help foster the “acceptance of
one another and encouragement to spiritual growth
in our congregations,” “the free and responsible
search for truth and meaning,” and “respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of which we
are a part”?
The cloud of witnesses yelling “Absolutely!” would
surely include Pete Seeger, Julia Ward Howe,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Miriam Makeba, Ignacy Jan
Paderewski, Marian Anderson, Woody Guthrie,
Odetta Holmes, John Newton, John Lennon, Leonard
Bernstein, Nina Simone, Robert Shaw, Frank Zappa,
Bob Marley, Harry Belafonte, and a host of others.
We know that music can move the spirit—but it
can also move someone to action. We know music
feeds the soul—but it can also change the mind.The
arts have always been part of positive social change.
By coming to FUS, I shifted the focus of my
professional life from aesthetics to principles.

Drew
Specifically, our seven UU Principles. In
other words, instead of answering the
question, “What would be beautiful?”, I
attempt to answer the question, “What
would it contribute?” Contribute to our
worship theme, a UU principle, our daily
lives.... Finding deep meaning—at this
almost sermonesque gravity—to the texts
sung by choirs and soloists at FUS takes a
great deal of a music director’s time and
effort. But it is time well spent in service
to our worship and community if I can
strike the right balance between substance
and beauty. In the same instant, then, both
goals are achieved.
One recalls the inscription in our Landmark
Auditorium,“Do you have a loaf of bread?
Break the loaf in two and give half for some
flowers of the narcissus, for thy bread
feeds the body indeed but the flowers
feed the soul.” In some ways, this is a false
dichotomy. What of nourishing the mind?
The spirit? The conscience? These need
nourishment as well. My aim for the music
at FUS is to contribute to your nurturing
of all these needs. And in so doing, support
our capacity to be a force for good in the
world.
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A me s s age f r o m m o se s
b y t h e F U S M O S E S M i n i s t r y Te a m

WE ARE MOSES (Madison Organizing in
Strength, Equality, and Solidarity)
Did you know that fifteen FUSers joined other
MOSES members and 750 people from around
Wisconsin for WISDOM’s Madison Action Day
at the Capitol on March 26? MOSES is one of
eleven grassroots interfaith organizations in
the statewide WISDOM network who came
together on this day to reflect on core values
guiding their justice advocacy, to rally at the
Capitol, and to meet with their respective
senators and representatives. Participants
demanded social justice reforms, particularly
in the area of criminal justice. For example,
participants asked that the state’s biennial
budget include no funds for prison expansion,
but increased funding for treatment and
diversion programs. Legislators were also asked
to support reforms to parole and supervision
practices, to establish a goal of cutting child
poverty in Wisconsin by half over the next ten
years, and to support BadgerCare expansion.
David Liners,WISDOM Director, described the
day as “an amazing display of unity, of shared
purpose, and the power of organized people!”
FUS is proud to be one of twenty-three
faith-based organizations in the Madison-area
that belong to MOSES. MOSES also includes
many unaffiliated individuals as members. Like
FUS, most member congregations are already
involved in a variety of direct service efforts
in response to critical local needs such as
homelessness, food insecurity, and racial and
ethnic discrimination. They come together in

MOSES to work at the policy level to address
systemic change. MOSES offers member
congregations and the public opportunities
for education, training, and advocacy at both
local and state levels. Since its founding in
2012, MOSES’s primary policy focus has been
on the problems of over-incarceration and
inhumane treatment in the Dane County Jail
and in our state corrections system.
If you are interested in joining these efforts,
the FUS MOSES Ministry Team is a great
place to start. This group meets the second
Wednesday of the month from 4 pm to 5:30
pm in Courtyard Room A.The ministry team
aims to inform and to engage the larger
congregation with the work of MOSES. Feel
free to attend a meeting, or to contact Team
Facilitator Pat Watson at cc2ss@yahoo.com.
Also look for the MOSES bulletin board and
the bimonthly MOSES newsletter in the social
justice area of the Commons.

“Learning is by nature curiosity...prying into
everything, reluctant to leave anything,
material or immaterial, unexplained.”
~ Philo
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What would happen if...
by Timothy Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

What would happen if most us, or even a sizable
chunk of us, decided and committed to being on
an FUS social justice ministry team?
We know that we are at a critical point in human
history.We know that what we do in the next ten
years will likely determine our chances of passing
on a livable planet. Pause. Really, sit with this a
moment.
What if we responded as if this were true? What if
we refused to give up? What if we refused to accept
the steady downward spiral towards global famine,
drought, mass extinction, endless war, and the end
of life as we know it? What if we chose hope?
What if what was needed was a shared priority?
What if we came together and aligned ourselves
in creative and caring ways that insisted on right
relations with all that we are? What would happen
if even 25% of us fully committed to reinventing
ourselves and we tipped the scales towards a
sustainable future?
How do we create a deep, spiritually-grounded,
and scientifically-based organization? How do we
wake ourselves and our sleeping siblings to realize
the solutions of our salvation?
What if we didn’t wait until we had it all figured
out? What if we pulled in closer and decided to
figure it out together? What if we said, “No!” to
going it alone, to frantically spinning our wheels,
isolated, and scared? What if we found a bit of time
each month to do this together? What if we said
to each other, “We can figure this out.”
What if we quit wishing and waiting and started
exploring, finding each other, and the power and
possibility of our unity? What if we found the faith
and the time to really try?

Tim
What if we moved beyond friendly
greetings, small talk, and our hopelessness?
What if it isn’t too late? What if we all
committed ourselves to the possibility
that we are the answers; that we are the
ones we’ve been waiting for?
What if we move into action and we each
pick a time to show up with each other at
FUS? What if we show up for this planet
and the children who hope to inherit it?
Can we show the world what is possible?
Can we bravely face the reality of our
situation, the severity of our imbalance,
our fears and our fatigue, and can we as a
beloved community, commit to being the
change that we long for in this world?
What time can you come in each month?
Spirit willing, I will be here, ready to help.
I don’t have all the answers, but I believe
that together we will find some of them.
Feeling a bit curious? Let’s talk soon. My
number remains: 608-630-3633.
With hope,
Timothy

“Value judgments are de structive to our proper
busine ss, which is curiosity and awarene ss.”
~ John Cage
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Who is n ’t h e r e ?
b y t h e S u s t a i n a b i l i t y Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Te a m

Hey there,
anyone need
a ride?

We are trying to identify FUS members who
are unable to attend services due to lack of
transportation. They may not have a car; not live
near bus service; not be able to afford cabs. Some
are not online, so even the YouTube videos aren’t
available; and all are excluded from the human
connection that brought them to FUS in the first
place.
We want to eliminate these barriers by organizing
rides for those members. Will you take a moment
to complete this survey (tinyurl.com/fustransport)
or to call Janice Knapp-Cordes at 608-630-9088 so
we can find out who needs rides and who could
provide them?

Stewardship campaign update
by Cher yll Mellenthin, Project Coordinator

“Stewardship is the collective responsibility for something bigger than ourselves.”
Dear Friends: It has been such a pleasure to meet countless people during this campaign and to thank
many of you in person for helping make my first fundraising project an early success. Also, a special
shout out to Steve Goldberg for his generous time commitment to our campaign. As you know,
pledges are our primary source of revenue for the year and your early financial commitments support
the important work that is an FUS hallmark. The only way to have success is for our members and
affiliates to pledge. If you haven’t already done so, please pledge your support today and help us to
reach our goal.
You can find information for Annual Giving Options, a paper pledge form, and pledging online at:
www.fusmadison.org/stewardship. You can also contact me at cheryllm@fusmadison.org or 608-2339774, ext. 130. Thanks in advance for being a real “FUS”—First Unitarian Steward.
Campaign results as of April 17, 2019:
483 pledges have been made
We’re at $938,000 of our $1.5 million goal
50% of pledgers increased their pledge amount over last year
40% of our pledgers are Sustaining Stewards
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Cabaret Game Night—Join the fun!
by Cher yll Mellenthin, FUS Project Coordinator

The Cabaret Planning Team has a fun-filled evening unfolding for the First Unitarian Society of Madison’s
annual Cabaret on Saturday, June 15, from 6 to 9 pm in the Atrium Auditorium and Commons.
We’re making NEWS this Cabaret with all that is new!
• Three auction formats, including our first-ever online auction that goes live June 2
• Our focus on events and service auction donations to support our vibrant community as well
as the amazing handcrafted items and artisanal consumables our members are known for
• Reduced ticket price: $30 advance and $35 at the door
• Games and contests for you and your table partners to partake in
• Kids under 12 have their own special game night in the Landmark Auditorium
• A streamlined event to end the evening smoothly
What makes Cabaret special every year:
• This is our second largest fundraising effort and a fun opportunity to engage with our
community
• Volunteers are key to making Cabaret a success
• The catered buffet dinner will be delicious and fitting for a night filled with games
• Cash bar and perfect music for all the activities
• A delicious dessert and coffee bar following the live auction
• And, of course, a variety of wonderful auction items donated by FUS members and area
businesses
Now is a great time to get information on donating to the auction, purchase tickets, and sign up to
volunteer! — You can visit our table after service, on our website www.fusmadison.org/cabaret, or
contact me at cheryllm@fusmadison.org.

Mark your
calendars
for cabaret!
June 15, 2019
6 pm - 9 pm
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Important information
Summer Worship Schedule Information
As we close out the 2018-2019 program year, we would like to remind you that our hiatus of Saturday
services and Children’s Religious Education classes will start May 25 & 26. We’ll also return to a former
practice of offering only one worship service on Sundays at 10 am in the Atrium. Like many large UU
congregations, the summer provides us an opportunity to gather as one community each weekend.
Our three services will resume on September 7 & 8 with the start of the 2019-2020 program year.

Summer Fun Information
Summer Fun begins on Sunday, May 26, during the Sunday worship service at 10 am for children ages
5-12. There will be lots of outdoor exploration and great fun! No registration or fee required. Kids
4 and younger are welcome in the child care room.

Wheel of Life
Congratulations to parents Kinnic and Brendan Eagen and siblings Aidan and Juniper on the
birth of their newest family member, Linh Muirin Eagen. Linh was born on April 10 and is a healthy
7 lbs., 7 ounces, and 19.5 inches. Congratulations also to Lloyd and Patrick Eagan, as Linh is their
newest granddaughter!
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 112.

“The enemy of science is not religion. Religion
come s in endle ss shape s and forms...
The true enemy is the substitution of thought,
reflection, and curiosity with dogma.”
~ Frans de Waal

“The mind is not a ve ssel to be filled,
but a fire to be kindled.”

~ Plutarch

28

Contemplative
Service @ 6 pm
Spiritual Topics
Book Group
@ 7 pm

30

First Friday Film:
“Last Chance for
Eden” @ 5:45 pm

31

24

17

10

3

Fri

Friday, May 3, 10, 17, 24
Noon Musicales @ 12:15 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Thursday, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Japanese Crane @ 5 pm

29

23

22

21

Board Meeting
@ 6:30 pm

thurs

Equity Ministry
Team @ 6:30 pm

16

Goddess Chanting
Group @ 7 pm

9

2

15

8

1

wed

14

7

tue

2nd Sat. Potluck
@ 5:30 pm

Grief Support
@ 10 am

25

18

Interim Town Hall
Meeting @ 1 pm
Last Saturday
service until
September

Pete Seeger
Songfest @ 7:30 pm

11

4

Sat

Wednesday, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Qigong Japanese Crane @ 12:15 pm

Sunday, May 5, 12, 19, 26
Insight Buddhist Meditation
@ 6 pm
*Board members will be available after all three services to explore the interim process. Please see the Red Floors for more details.*

Tuesday, May 7, 14, 21, 28
Centering Prayer @ 4:45 pm

First day of
summer schedule
Worship begins
@ 10 am

Mad Youth
Climate Team
@ 7 pm

Supporting
our Journey
@ 3:30 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Mon

Memorial Day
FUS Office Closed

27

20

19

26

13

12

Annual Parish
Financial Forum
@ 12:30 pm

6

5

SUN

may
For more happenings, visit us online
at www.fusmadison.org and click on
“Event Calendar” under “Community.”
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A Mo n th o f S e r v i ce s

Saturday services are at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
Sunday services are at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium May 2019 • 15

May 4 & 5

May 18* & 19

with Revs. Kelly Crocker and Doug Wadkins

with Revs. Doug Wadkins and Kelly Crocker

“Exemplars, Teachers, and Gurus”

“A Celebration of Flower Communion”

This weekend Doug and Kelly will introduce our theme
for the month of May, curiosity, by becoming curious
about the people who serve as guides in our lives.
Thanks to the suggestion of Alan and Joy Knox who
purchased a sermon at last year’s Cabaret, we will take
a look at those guiding lights whom we turn to for
wisdom and guidance, those who ground us and bring
us hope. We hope it will get you thinking about those
who have been your most influential teachers or guides.
Who is your guru?
The Meeting House Chorus will sing on Saturday and
Sunday.

Ninety-seven years ago this June, Norbert Capek
created the Flower Ceremony in his Prague
congregation. Each year, we call to mind the beauty
to be found in our diversity and the strength in our
togetherness. Join us for the annual ritual of the
beauty and strength found in community. Please bring
a flower or two to share with another and in this
way create bouquets that celebrate the beauty in our
diversity.
On Saturday, the Teen Choir will perform. On Sunday,
the Cherub and Choristers Choirs will perform.

Saturday, May 11 @ 4:30 pm
& Sunday, May 12, @ 9 am

Sunday, May 26 @ 10 am**

Kelly J. Crocker, Minister of Congregational Life

Carin Bringelson, Student Minister

“Coming of Age: A Service & Ceremony”
This annual Rite of Passage celebrates the
accomplishments and learning of our Coming of
Age youth. This class spends the year learning about
Unitarian Universalism and their own beliefs about
faith and its place in their lives while working with adult
facilitators and elders.This service is their own beautiful
creation representing the journey they have been on
together, composing and reading Belief Statements as
well as providing the special music. Please join us for the
beloved annual ritual of celebration, affirmation, and joy.

*Last Saturday Service until September.

“Though You’ve Broken Your Vows a
Thousand Times”
For Muslims around the world, the weeks of May
5th through June 4th mark the Holy Month of
Ramadan. How might Unitarian Universalists engage
in explorations of Islam with intention, accountability,
and humility? In a world full of broken vows, all are
welcome at this worship service of humble curiosity.
The FUS String Band returns, featuring music for
Ramadan.
**Single Sunday service at 10 am begins for the
summer.

Sunday, May 12 @ 11 am

“The Fire of Curiosity”

A Bridging Service Honoring our High School Youth

Each year our high school youth group creates a service
based on an important theme in their lives.This year they
will reflect on the role curiosity plays in their lives as
they face the next big transition of their life, graduating
from high school. Our service will feature our annual
Bridging Ceremony where we thank our youth for the
gifts they have brought to us and give them our blessings
for their future journeys, wherever they may lead.

A Month of Musicales

This Friday series begins at 12:15 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
May 3
Helen Avakian and Dave Irwin,
guitar duo

May 10
Cristina Ballatori,
flute

May 17
Oakwood Chamber Players

May 24
Juliana Mesa-Jaramillo,
bassoon
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At the byCenter
Ursula K. Le Guin
If the intrepid hero with his flashlight
should get through the trashy
outskirts to the door to the corridors that
wind and clamber in my mind, and force
his bright lightbeam through crumbled
intentions and forgotten passions encumbering
attics and blind basements, and get finally
to the oldest, inmost chamber, he will find
no minotaur, nothing frightening,
nothing even to shine his light on,
only the deep smell of dry grass
and dry adobe of an August hillside
when you lie down on it face down
breathing into and out of that one place
in the long, kind, warm dusk
after sunset and before the stars.

