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From th e E d ito r

by Brittany Crawford, Communications Coordinator

Figuring out a design for this month’s
newsletter on the theme of transcendence
has proven to be one of my most challenging
yet. The inspiration comes from a cover
illustration of Henry David Thoreau’s Walden.
It’s impossible to consider transcendence
within our Unitarian Universalist tradition
without thinking of transcendentalists such
as Thoreau, Emerson, and Fuller. In fact,
the first book assigned in my UU history
and polity class was Philip Gura’s American
Transcendentalism: A History. In this book, and
particularly Emerson’s essay, The Over-Soul, I
found a space for my shifting theology; an
intellectual Walden Pond of sorts. But we fail
ourselves if we only consider transcendence
an intellectual pursuit. Our experience of
transcendence is often an experience of body
and spirit, too.
This edition of The Madison Unitarian runs
the gamut with departmental updates, budget
information, and some perspectives to keep
you engaged in our common life together. It
is also the last edition with our “Inspirations”
contributor, Pat Freres Stinger. Since 2012,
each quote and poem in The Madison
Unitarian has been thoughtfully considered

Brittany
and chosen by Pat, and in recent years with
assistance from her husband, Charles. Their
contributions have helped deepen our
understandings and illuminated our thoughts
over the years. Please join me in thanking
them for their dedication to this project.
As we approach the summer months, we
hope you find time to reconnect with the
people, places, and experiences that “surpass
the ordinary.” And we look forward to seeing
you for worship each Sunday at 10 am in the
Atrium.

Here powers failed my high imagination:
But by now my desire and will were turned,
Like a balanced wheel rotated evenly,
By the Love that moves the sun and the other stars.
~ Dante Alighieri, Paradiso, Canto XXXIII
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A mom e n t w ith th e m i n i st e rs
w i t h R e v . K e l l y J . C r o c k e r & R e v . D o u g E . Wa d k i n s

Hey there, Kelly! While we are moving into
summer mode, much is going on for June! We also
move into a new theme, transcendence.
That’s right, Doug! I was thinking about our upcoming
theme and pondering how transcendence, in
everyday usage, speaks to us of moving beyond the
commonplace or getting a sense of something larger
than our existence. For several years we have held
a Blessing of the Animals service where folks were
asked to send in photos of beloved pets and animals
in their lives.This year our Blessing of the Animals will
be on June 9.
I am excited to be a part of the animal blessing
service this month. Many of the congregations I
have served over the years have found these to be
deeply meaningful services. I find that it is rooted
in a transcendent theology of the sacredness that
flows between and within all things on this planet.
It acknowledges our profound interconnection,
and it is by this deep interconnection that we are
blessed and are a blessing to each other.
This year we are going to try something different and
ask you to bring your well-behaved pets to our service.
If you have animals in your life that love people, don’t
mind being around other furry, scaled, and maybe
winged friends, please bring them to our service. If
you have had loved animals pass in the past year,
please bring their photo. There will be blessings for
those present with us and those we hold in our hearts.
Beloved companion animals at the service makes
for very meaningful and lively worship, in my
experience. Brenda Miller wrote in Sun Magazine
about attending a blessing of the animals at a
Unitarian Universalist congregation in which she
found herself thinking about the power in needing
such a service. The blessing of her dog, Abbe, had
brought her back to a house of worship, and
to her surprise made her think about all of the
animals that had been important to her, and even
her human family and her connections with them.

Kelly

Doug

She writes:
“And then he lays his right hand on Abbe’s
head, which has gone still, and she looks up at
the minister with a calm gaze: tongue at rest
in her mouth, eyes half closed, as if in pleasure.
He says to her, in a voice low and kind,
‘May you live a long life of love and peace,’
and some other words I can’t quite catch,
because my eyes have begun to fill—I didn’t
expect this—and I try to concentrate, but it’s
difficult, because in this moment I know how
much I really do love this dog, and this love
startles me. It’s as if the minister has reached
in and laid his meaty palm right on the muscle
of my own heart: every animal part of me that
longs to feel blessed has risen to the surface,
like koi in an algae-filled pond. Sheba’s there,
and that daffy duck waddling toward me, and
my father’s heart still pumping . . . and may we
pray in love, amen, and I croak out an amen,
and a thank you, and then he’s gone, and a
pack of children and worshippers rush into
the eddy he leaves behind.”
To participate in such a blessing can be a moment
of transcendence, a moment that connects us to
something so much larger than ourselves, reminding
us of our relationships with all creatures, and
offering us a life of transforming love.
Blessings,
Doug & Kelly
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From th e P r e si de n t
b y J o e K r e m e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

As I am nearing the end of my term as president of
the FUS Board of Trustees, I have been reflecting
on what we have accomplished during the past two
years. Spoiler alert—it was quite a bit. However,
first I would like to say “thank you” to all of FUS for
the opportunity of serving as president. It has been
quite the journey and I have learned a lot about our
community, myself, and what makes FUS such a special
place. So what have we accomplished? During the last
two years we have:
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Launched and successfully completed a $3 million
capital campaign
Made the necessary structural repairs to the
Landmark roof, the new roofing should be
complete by this fall
Established the Sustainability ministry team. The
team has already reduced our energy bill and has
taken the lead on bringing solar power to FUS,
the install should be happening later this summer
Secured the needed funding to fix yet another
part of our roof above the childcare and meeting
rooms along with the nursery school.
Said “goodbye” to our 16-year music director,
Dan Broner, and “hello” to his successor, Drew
Collins
Reinvigorated our commitment and execution
of the revised governance model put in place 10
years ago
Continued to encourage the adoption of the 2016
Growth task force’s recommendations, including
the launch of our New Member ministry team
Expanded our Social Justice coordinator position
to full-time
Joined the Dane Sanctuary Coalition and opened
FUS as a place of sanctuary
And most importantly said “goodbye” to Rev.
Michael Schuler, our senior minister for the past
30 years, and set out on the road to finding our
next called minister

A significant takeaway for me has been realizing that
FUS is what it is because of all of us members. Our
ministers are a vital component, but more important

Joe
are our bonds and relationships with each
other. The interim period is a gift to us all.
It is a time during which we need to come
together as a community in order to better
understand our own spiritual needs, our future
goals, and how these can best be served by a
new addition to our ministry team.
Recently members have expressed frustration
over the year extension of the interim period
along with concern about our future. Having
experienced the strength and resolve of our
community when we work together, I am
feeling incredibly excited about the time at
hand. We do not get many opportunities like
we have now—it has been 30 years since we
have had a similar chance. I am hopeful that
everyone will take advantage of this moment
and help find the answer to the ultimate
question: What do we want the future of the
FUS community to be?
I am very much looking forward to returning
to the role of member with no leadership
responsibilities—reading governance updates
in the newsletter, catching up through notices
in the Red Floors, and listening at parish
meetings to the latest happenings. I also look
forward to adding my voice, with the chorus
of all of you, to the vision of our future.
Once again, thank you!
Joe Kremer, president
FUS Board of Trustees

June 2019 • 5

from th e p r e si d e n t -e l e ct
b y Te r r i P e p p e r , P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

Summer can be a quiet time in UU congregations.
Looking ahead to the coming months at FUS, the
rhythm of regular activities may change, but it will
certainly not be quiet.With our single 10 am Sunday
service, we’ll have the opportunity to worship with
folks we might not usually see in our separate
weekend services. The children have Summer Fun
activities to look forward to in place of the more
structured religious education curriculum. Musically,
there will be invitations to sing with the Anybody
Choir without the ongoing commitment of weekly
rehearsals. The Game Night themed Cabaret
fundraiser on June 15 promises to be an engaging,
interactive evening for all ages.
In late June I, along with several others at FUS, will
be attending General Assembly, the annual meeting
of our Unitarian Universalist Association in Spokane,
WA. (Check out uua.org for information on ways
to participate electronically if you don’t plan to
travel.) I am looking forward to learning from
and meeting leaders of other large congregations,
and the conference theme, “The Power of We” is
an especially fitting topic for exploration as our
congregation moves through a ministerial transition.
Periods of transition call for many types of reflection
on our life together—how are we as individuals with
diverse approaches and interests moved to support
a common mission, and how are lives enriched by
the process?

Terri
several ministerial transitions in other
congregations in roles ranging from
youth member to church staff member
to past board president, and in each of
these settings have seen the benefits of a
period of intentional interim ministry.The
structure here calls for the board to focus
primarily on governance and strategic
planning—areas that happen to align with
my interests.

Our ministers, staff, board, and transition team will
be looking at themes of stewardship and community
connections as part of our interim work this summer.
Additionally, a task force will gather information
on models of ministry, taking the time to study
what approaches have worked well at other UU
congregations. Watch the interim ministry section
of the FUS website (www.fusmadison.org/interim)
as well as other announcements as these activities
develop.

More broadly, though, I am inspired by
the chance to be deeply engaged with this
remarkable congregation at a time when
we will be renewing our connections to
each other and our commitments to a
shared future. The interim period offers
many structured opportunities to listen to
each other and hear what we value most in
our shared congregational life. I encourage
you to also be attentive to other ways to
make new connections and meet someone
at FUS you may not normally interact
with—the summer is a great time for
this! I very much look forward to getting
to know many of you better as my term
as board president begins.

As Joe nears the end of his term as president and
begins to involve me more in the tasks unique to
the role, I have been reflecting on the reasons for
my interest in board service. I have been close to

In gratitude,
Terri Pepper
Board president-elect
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Ta ki n g car e o f b u si n e ss
by Monica Nolan, Executive Director

On June 2, at our annual spring parish meeting,
you, members, will vote on the budgets for the
next fiscal year as proposed by the senior staff,
finance committee, and Board of Trustees.
Increasing our staff salary line to ensure equitable
compensation was at the forefront of many of
our minds as we collaborated on the creation
of an operating budget. As you may imagine, like
last year, that proved to be a challenge given our
current financial state, which allows for very little
flexibility in terms of reducing expenses and/or
increasing revenue.
While next year we look forward to presenting
to the parish the final details on our mortgage
pay down, which has the potential to begin to
sustainably decrease building expenses and allow
us to further invest in our community’s paid staff,
this year there are one-time sources of funding
that make it possible for us to make modest
steps towards improving compensation levels. In
the side-by-side comparison of this year’s budget
and the proposal for next year you’ll notice a
reduction in the Personnel Compensation line
from 18-19 to 19-20. That reduction is a result of
18-19 one-time expenses for accounting and the
ministerial transition. Next year’s budget proposal
does include a $10,000 increase for staff with the
most significant fair-compensation discrepancies.
In the spirit of transparency, we must be clear that
a reduction in mortgage payments will only bring
us so far. It’s clear that as a parish we need to
continue to explore how to sustainably increase

Monica
revenue, as we see the number of pledging
households decline year over year.
You’ll see that this year’s budget has a
significantly reduced Pledge Payments line,
which is created using the average of actual
pledge income from the last three years
(including this year). On the other hand, you’ll
note that the Collections & Gifts line has
increased slightly based on its upward trend.
If you didn’t have a chance to join us at this
year’s financial forum, take a peek at the
YouTube video at www.fusmadison.org/
welcome/governance to hear more about
our year-to-date financials and various
perspectives on the FUS fiscal landscape of
today and tomorrow. And then gather in
community with us on Sunday, June 2, from
12:30 to 2 pm in the Atrium Auditorium to
vote on next fiscal year’s budgets.

“The body, the mind, and the spirit don’t form a pyramid,
they form a circle...The exercise of the senses forces you
from abstraction and opens the way to transcendence.”
~ Jane Smiley

June 2019 • 7

Proposed Operating Budget for 2019-2020
19-20
Budget

18-19
Budget

Difference

Income
Pledge Payments
Rental Income
Foundation Income
Collections & Gifts
Fundraising
Program Income
Funds Transfers
Other Income
TOTAL

1,170,140
248,604
139,367
158,444
43,000
52,300
98,582
6,102
1,916,538

1,195,000
240,203
135,400
145,537
38,225
50,000
99,573
6,102
1,910,040

-24,860
8,401
3,967
12,907
4,775
2,300
-991
0
6,498

Expenses
Personnel Compensation
Personnel Benefits/Taxes
Mortgage
Building
Program
Administrative
Communications
Fundraising/Membership
TOTAL
NET

887,085
286,677
294,229
197,185
151,748
73,061
13,952
12,600
1,916,537
1

901,477
273,748
294,228
196,948
149,588
64,100
19,450
10,500
1,910,039
1

-14,392
12,929
1
237
2,160
8,961
-5,498
2,100
6,498

Proposed Capital Budget
2017-2021
Income
Capital Campaign
Insurance
Other Donations
TOTAL
Expenses
Administrative
Prow
Roof
Mortgage Paydown
Heating Systems
Solar
Atrium Furnishings
Emergency Capital
Projects
Mortgage Transfer to Op
TOTAL
NET

2,482,109
450,992
143,867
3,076,968
100,000
100,000
1,900,000
629,468
35,000
37,500
50,000
45,000
180,000
3,076,968
0

-

Proposed Designated /
Restricted Budget
Estimated Cash Balance
July 2019
Total Income
Transfer to Operating
Total Expenses
NET
Estimated Cash Balance
July 2020

70,660
18,000
-43,000
-10,100
-35,100
35,560
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accompanying into transcendence
by Carin Bringelson, 2018-2020 FUS Student Minister

In the year ahead, I will be working with all of you
to revitalize the Campus Ministry program—a
program which has strong roots here at FUS. As
I’ve started to imagine this revitalization, Dr. Janice
Marie Johnson’s exploration of the Theology of
Accompaniment (as shared in a book entitled
Bless the Imperfect: Meditations for Congregational
Leaders) has been particularly useful for me.
The partnerships that grow out of a theology of
accompaniment have specific characteristics which
Dr. Johnson portrays in the following way:
“When I think of partnership, I think of striving
to empower the community and Building
Bridges. I think of working collaboratively with
various organizations and individuals—especially
those who understand the difference between
providing services to the disenfranchised and
breaking bread with siblings.
A theology of accompaniment calls us to move
beyond ‘othering,’ beyond tolerating, beyond
embracing. It calls us to honor our siblings as
the unique and precious beings that we all are.”
Reciprocal, respect-filled relationships are at the
center of the Theology of Accompaniment. Using
this paradigm, we see that a vibrant Campus
Ministry will need to be focused on:
• Empowering the campus’s young adult
community to discern and co-create the
spiritual and ethical discussions and experiences
that they desire for their ongoing faith journeys.
• Empowering a supportive and energetic group
of congregants (aka “Flame Tenders”) who are
dedicated to the vision of a sustainable, robust
program.

Carin
•
•

Building bridges between these two
affinity groups.
Encouraging all parties to be their
authentic selves—and to seeing the
unique and precious beings that each
person is.

Might the ways we accompany one another
result in transcendent experiences of one
kind or another? Let’s find out! If you are
18-24 years old, I would love to hear
from you. If you are a congregant willing to
learn more about the possibilities of being
a Flame Tender, I would love to hear
from you. If you know OF a young adult
who might be interested in being invited to
participate, I would love to hear from you.
I deeply believe that, together, we can
positively shape the lives of young adults who
are curious about and/or already committed
to Unitarian Universalism. If you would like
to join the adventure of accompaniment and
potential transcendence, please contact me
at: carinb@fusmadison.org.

“So how doe s an ordinary person come to the
transcendent? For a start, I would say, study poetry.
Learn how to read a poem.”
~ Joseph Campbell
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Children’s Religious Education
by L e s l i e R o s s , D i r e c t o r o f C h i l d r e n ’s R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

Come Teach With Us!
No sooner does the gratifying conclusion of
one academic year settle than the excitement of
planning for the next year kicks into gear. We’re
in gear with recruiting the many teachers we will
need to pull off the 2019-20 year of Children’s
Religious Education, and we hope you’ll consider
joining our efforts. Our CRE teachers have an
important role to play. They are stewards of our
UU values and our FUS community; ministering to
the spiritual, educational, and social needs of our
children and youth. Did you know that volunteer
teachers in our CRE program receive…
• Training and support from RE staff?
• Laid out lesson plans and supplies delivered
to your room each week?
• Community and collaboration as they work
with their team of three other teachers?
• Laughter, a sense of purpose, insight, and hope
from their work with our amazing children
and youth?
Maybe you’re drawn to our youngest learners?
Maybe you like the ways that middle school
youth grapple with more abstract, ethical issues?
Whatever age preference you have, we probably
have a teaching spot available for you! Please take
a look at the grid below, which lists the available
teaching spots at the time of this writing. You
can read about the class descriptions at www.
fusmadison.org/cre/classes/ and/or contact Leslie
Ross, Director of Children’s Religious Education,
to explore possibilities at leslier@fusmadison.org.

Leslie
Welcome, Amy!
Tr a n s i t i o n s a r e o f t e n
bittersweet. We are sad to say
goodbye to Savannah Breunig,
our Child Care Coordinator,
and very pleased to welcome
Amy Miller as our new Child
Care Coordinator. Amy is
a former early childhood
teacher, experienced with ittybitties to grade schoolers. She and her husband,
Derek, have been attending FUS a few years with
their sons Brady, 6, and Bode, 3. Amy taught our
pre-school kids in Children’s RE in 2017-18. She’s
looking forward to meeting new families and
connecting with our teen child care providers in
her new role as Child Care Coordinator. She’ll
be bringing lots of singing, some sign language
and Spanish, and her trademark enthusiasm into
the FUS childcare space. Feel free to stop by and
welcome her on Sundays!

2019-2020 CRE Teachers Needed
							Saturday
Sunday @ 9 am		Sunday @ 11 am
Celebrating Me & My World (pre-K)			
1			5			2
Experiences with Web of Life (K/1st)			
3			4			2
Holidays & Holy Days / Moral Tales (2nd/3rd)
1			6			0
Bibleodeon (4th/5th)					
0			0			4
Building Bridges (6th)					
0			0			4
Compass Points (7th)					
No class		0			No class
*If you’re interested in teaching Mind, Body, and Soul (8th grade) or Coming of Age (9th grade), contact Leslie.
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Transcending Extinction
by Timothy Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

Under the weight of multiple oppressions,
catastrophic confusion, unchecked militaristic
power, and capitalistic greed, humankind is driving
our planet toward worldwide extinction.
There is no time to waste.
At the risk of reading like a broken record,
dear friends, let me remind us all that these are
extremely important times for our movement. We
are of the generations that quite likely hold the last
opportunity to pull humanity back from the brink
of extinction.
The earth, our children, and all of life are calling us
to commit to the work of promoting our survival.
There’s no better place, no better time, and no
better people for this job than here, now, and us.
Our hope rests in our ability to unite and as
efficiently as we can, re-organize ourselves such
that we radically care for and share the abundance
of planet Earth.There are no magic wands or simple
shortcuts.We simply must roll up our sleeves and
relentlessly and sustainably find the courage, the
compassion, the unity, and the love, to do what
we must.
Together we will show up, and together we will
move this boat in the right direction. Together we
will create and follow a plan to build an unstoppable
movement for the good of all.
To this end, this coming fall, FUS Social Justice
Ministry is helping to create an area-wide Unity
Building Summit where youth and elder leaders will
create the relationships, commitments, and action
plans needed to accelerate the dramatic shifting of
Wisconsin’s political climate.
And, at the same time, we are also looking within
and to each other at FUS, with hopes of widening

Tim
and sharing our social justice paths together.
What synergy awaits in our many merging
paths? In the weeks ahead, FUS Social Justice
Ministry Team members will be exploring this
and other questions. They will be listening,
sharing, and gathering information after services
with hopes that we might more efficiently build
the movement of our dreams.
I also invite you to share time with me at any
of the three scheduled “Social Justice Talks with
Tim” this summer. (Meet at the social justice
board right after the Sunday service on June
16, July 14, and Aug 11.)
Our goals are beyond huge and our windows of
opportunity are closing rapidly. We are flawed,
hurting, and so often, painfully confused. And
still, we have no choice but to do what we can
together.
Please, call me anytime if you’d like to learn
more about supporting FUS Social Justice
Ministry.
Tim
608-630-3633

“You must live in the pre sent, launch yourself on
every wave, find your eternity in each moment.”
~ Henry David Thoreau
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Ritu al r e minde r s

by Janet Swanson, Director of Membership and Adult Programs

Gathered here in the mystery of the hour.
Gathered here in one strong body.
Gathered here in the struggle and the power.
Spirit, draw near.
We gathered in May to recognize and celebrate
certain milestones in our congregation. Full of
promise, commitment, and transformation, the
rites of passage we witnessed included youth,
young adults, and adults in our faith community.
We celebrated new members who signed the
Membership Book within the past year. As a
faith community, we promise to walk with them
in the work of living our faith within our walls
and in the world at large.
Following a year of creating intentional community
with their peers, class facilitators, and elders, our
youth led us in thoughtful and engaging worship
during their Coming of Age ceremonies. We
listened as they shared their hopes, aspirations,
and dreams through story, spoken word, poetry,
and song. We hold firm to the promises we
made to them when they were young children,
and we continue to companion with them on
the path to open-minded understanding and
open-hearted presence in the lives we share.
Our graduating high school seniors “bridged”
during worship on May 12, crossing from youth
into young adulthood. We celebrate them as they
move out into the larger world, strengthened by

Janet

our promises and support, and our love
and care. They carry us with them. They
are not alone as they venture forth.
Our presence here as we witness these
ceremonies, deepens our connections
and shows us the power and promise of
ritual. In that power, we are reminded that
we are “one strong body.” We are called
to uphold the promises that we make to
one another and to this faith, the promises
to support and maintain the ongoing life,
health, and the work of this community.
Most importantly, we are called to come
together in mind, body, and spirit to create
a more humane, just, and loving world.
Yours in promise and faith,
Janet

“Gratitude be stows reverence, allowing us to encounter everyday
epiphanie s, those transcendent moments of awe that change forever
how we experience life and the world.”
~ John Milton
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When joining a fundraiser means
more than raising funds
by Cher yll Mellenthin, FUS Project Coordinator

For many of our long-time members, our annual
Cabaret fundraiser is like “comfort food.” Joining
good friends in a joyful setting, enjoying a delicious
dinner, actively participating in the evening’s theme
plus generous bidding and winning amazing auction
items, events, and services donated from those
same friends. Others among us donate their time
by joining the many, many volunteers needed to
make certain the evening lives up to the great
history of our largest fundraising event each year.
I am a newcomer at FUS in awe of what Cabaret has
accomplished over the years. I’ve learned that not
only are necessary funds raised, but as important,
bonds of community are secured and sometimes,
renewed. It is in this spirit in this spiritual place,
that I ask you to join us; maybe because you always
do, or hopefully because you’re curious about what
Cabaret is all about and raising money looks like
a lot of fun for you and your family.
Just like comfort food, I’ve learned that our Cabaret
has a few long-standing must-haves. Expected
are certain auction items from certain donors
for members who look forward to their winning
items every year. We’ve got those! Or the name
“Cabaret” because our congregation has come to
associate the name with a fun-filled evening with
friends they can laugh with on yet another day
of the week. We’ll be sticking with the name. Of
course, Steve Goldberg who tops off the evening
year after year with an entertaining live auction
will be there, too!
While I am a firm believer in offering what makes
our annual Cabaret fundraiser special every year,
the amazing volunteer team I’m working with
wanted to bring in new must-haves to FUS Cabaret
Game Night. We’re planning a night that is family-

Cheryll
friendly, so kids get their own fun-filled
opportunity to meet new friends, enjoy
games and a bounce house just for them.
We’ve encouraged our artists and homecrafters to offer their amazing talents
for the auction by offering to create
something just for the winner, building
community and making new friends. And
for the first time, we are trialing an early
online auction so members and others
who can’t attend Cabaret night can join
in the fun.
Of course, I’ve also learned that putting on
Cabaret is a huge team effort. There is still
room for you to join the volunteer team
and help make new traditions at the best
Cabaret night ever! Visit www.fusmadison.
org/cabaret to sign-up.
Likely by the time you get this newsletter,
the online auction is underway, tickets to
attend Cabaret and much more detail is
available at www.fusmadison.org/cabaret.

					Cabaret Game Night
						JUNE 15 @ 6 PM
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Community information
Support FUS & Local Restaurants with Cards for a Cause!
Cards for a Cause is a gift card program developed by Food Fight Restaurant Group as a way to help
local organizations have an easy way to fundraise. To participate, visit shop.foodfightinc.com/cardsfor-a-cause to purchase a gift card and enter “FUS” as the donation code in the shopping cart. 10%
of all gift card sales from Cards for a Cause go to support First Unitarian Society!
Water Communion Announcement
Our annual Water Communion service will be held the weekend of September 7 & 8 at all three
services. The mingling of waters from places we have been over the summer months symbolizes the
mingling of our lives here in this community. As you adventure to places near and far this summer,
collect a small amount of water from a place sacred to you and bring it with you to this service. As
your water mingles with the water of others, we will be reminded of the many ways our lives are
intertwined, here at home, and with the lives of people throughout the world.

Wheel of Life
Charles William “Bill” Schuler, farmer, hotelier, writer and father of FUS Minister Emeritus
Michael Schuler, passed away in Naples, Florida on April 26 at the ripe age of 96. A World War
II veteran, Bill and his wife of seventy years, Nancy, were pioneers in two Unitarian Universalist
congregations - Dixon, Illinois and Naples, Florida. They attended services at FUS after moving to
Middleton in 2014, and Nancy became a member in 2017. Bill was an avid photographer, fisherman
and the author of numerous poems, essays, short stories and a novel, “The Little Men”, based on his
lived experience as a U.S. Army officer during the post-war occupation. In addition to Michael and
Trina Schuler and his wife, Nancy, Bill is survived by a daughter, Catherine, a son, William (Flo) and
a sister, Bonnie. A graveside service will be held in Dixon at the end of June.
Current contact information: Nancy Schuler, 3111 Pheasant Branch Rd., # 112a, Middleton,WI. 53562;
Michael & Trina Schuler, 920 Western Rd., Madison, WI. 53705.
Congratulations to Eric Severson, our 2016–17 intern minister. By unanimous vote of the
congregation, this fall Eric will be the settled minister at the UU Fellowship of Midland, Michigan.We
wish Eric and Ellen the best of luck in their new congregation.
Your contributions to Wheel of Life are invited and appreciated! Call 233-9774, ext. 112.

There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream,
The earth, and every common sight,
		
To me did seem
Appareled in cele stial light,
The glory and the fre shne ss of a dream.
~ William Wordsworth, Ode: Intimations of Immortality

Contemplative
Service @ 6 pm

tue

26

19

Board Meeting
@ 6:30 pm

Goddess Chanting
Group @ 7 pm

12

5

wed

27

20

13

6

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

thurs

28

21

14

7

History Book
Club @ 2 pm

Fri

Grief Support
@ 10 am

Caregiver’s support
group @ 10 am
Cabaret! @ 6 pm

29

22

15

8

1

Sat

Thursday, June 6, 13, 20, 27
Meditation @ 6 pm

Sunday, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Insight Buddhist Meditation @ 6 pm

Summer Service Schedule: Throughout June, July, and August, only one service will be offered during the weekend. Join us at 10 am on Sundays in the Atrium.

Tuesday, June 4, 11, 18, 25
Centering Prayer @ 4:45 pm

30

Men’s Group
@ 7 pm

25

24

23

18

11

4

17

Men’s Group
@ 7 pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

16

3

10

Fellowship Meal
@ 11 am
Parish Meeting
@ 12:30 pm

Mon

9

2

SUN

June
For more happenings, visit us online
at www.fusmadison.org and click on
“Event Calendar” under “Community.”
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Saturday services will resume in September
June 2019 • 15
Summer Sunday services start at 10 am in the Atrium Auditorium

June 2 @ 10 am

June 23 @ 10 am

with the Worship Team

with Rev. Misha Sanders

As Surely As We Belong to the Universe
Our opening worship for June explores our new theme
of transcendence. This theme invites exploring larger
questions: Who are you? Who are you becoming? Is it
who you want to become? However, your life is a larger
context than just the self. We begin to embody the
answers by going beyond our self. When we do this,
our answers must also take into account other people
and things. Viktor Frankl wrote that being human always
points beyond the self for meaning. This service will set
the foundation for further explorations on the theme.

June 9 @ 10 am

“Blessing of the Animals:
A Service for All Ages”

with Rev. Kelly J. Crocker & Rev. Doug E. Wadkins

Animals bless us with their playfulness and affection
and simply through their trusting presence. Dogs, cats,
hamsters, snakes, earthworms, and all well behaved
pets are invited to join us, with their humans, for our
service of blessing and remembrance. This service will
be shorter than usual and we invite you to think about
bringing your animal loved one with you for a blessing.
If your loved one has passed on, please bring their
photo to share on our altar of remembrance. There’s
no Summer Fun this day as we invite all ages to stay
with us in the Atrium Auditorium.

“Tongues of Fire!”

Can an ancient sacred story about the infilling of
the Holy Spirit be useful to Unitarian Universalists?
Without too much discomfort and suspension of
disbelief? Without it being too much of a stretch?
What if a retelling through a new lens makes all the
difference? What if the message of Pentecost really
has been applicable all along?
A 2018 graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological
School, the Rev. Sanders is an Affiliated Community
Minister with the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rockford, IL and has also served most recently as a
hospital chaplain in the Chicago area.

June 30 @ 10 am

“Celebrating Interdependence Day”
with Carin Bringelson, Student Minister

On this weekend before the Fourth of July, families of
all sizes, shapes, and ages will worship together in this
multigenerational exploration of our interdependence.
Through story, song, and ritual, we will playfully and
creatively honor our connections with one another as
well as the non-human beings that make up our world.
While the service is designed to be appropriate for
people of ALL ages, childcare for children ages four
and younger will be available if desired; Summer Fun
activities will return again next week.

June 16 @ 10 am

“The View from the Balcony”
with Rev. Doug E. Wadkins

Sometimes things transcendent ask us to consider the
larger and more long-term truths that shape our lives
as individuals and as a community. This service will
explore some of these considerations in light of thinking
about year two of the transition. Such considerations
always have implications for our individual lives and for
the our shared work as a congregation. If we were to
step back a bit and explore with open minds and hearts,
what are the big questions and important tasks for our
next church year?

“Worship is transcendent wonder.”
~ Thomas Carlyle
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Longing

by Julie Cadwallader Staub

Consider the blackpoll warbler.
She tips the scales
at one ounce
before she migrates, taking off
from the seacoast to our east
flying higher and higher
ascending two or three miles
during her eighty hours of flight
until she lands,
in Tobago,
north of Venezuela
three days older,
and weighing half as much.
She flies over open ocean almost the whole way.
She is not so different from us.
The arc of our lives is a mystery too.
We do not understand,
we cannot see
what guides us on our way:
that longing that pulls us toward light.
Not knowing, we fly onward
hearing the dull roar of the waves below.

