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As Unitarian Universalists, we proudly declare
ourselves a non-creedal tradition. While we may
not ascribe to a particular belief statement, we
are proudly a covenantal tradition. A covenant is
both a noun and a verb, making it both a promise
and an action we live out each day.
As we begin our new program year, we invite you
to join us again in remembering our covenant. It’s
a chance for us to begin again. An opportunity to
remember that even with all our differences, we
gather together to “unite in the promotion of
truth, righteousness, reverence, and charity among
all.” If life has placed other demands on you or
if you’ve attended every Sunday this summer, we
invite you to join us for our kickoff event, the
Welcome Back and Opportunity Fair with Food
Carts, on Friday, September 13, from 4 pm to 7 pm.
With the start of the new program year, we’re
also debuting some new features in The Madison
Unitarian. Instead of individual staff columns, we’re
collaborating to provide you with feature articles
that take an in-depth look at important aspects
and events happening in our community life.
This month, we approached our articles with our
current vision statement in mind. Our Project
Coordinator, Cheryll Mellenthin, and Director of
Membership and Adult Programs, Janet Swanson,
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Brittany
collaborate to look “among us” and bring you
our Welcome Back story. The FUS Spiritual
Development Ministry Team delves “within
us” and the return of our popular small group
ministry offering, Journey Circles. Social Justice
Coordinator, Tim Cordon brings the “beyond
us” vision with a story on climate change and
the youth leading the way.
We’re keeping many of your favorite features
too, including the calendar, month of services,
and columns from our ministers and president.
We hope you find this new approach useful as
you navigate the many facets of our covenantal
life together.

A mom e n t w ith th e m i n i st e rs
w i t h R e v . K e l l y J . C r o c k e r & R e v . D o u g E . Wa d k i n s

Last spring, we enjoyed conversations with many
of you in small groups, in town hall meetings,
and through online feedback around the living
history and heritage of FUS. We looked at what
participants considered the “glory days” of FUS and
the lessons found within these times that could be
carried forward today. We also asked about the
values at the core of our community and moments
when you felt like we were living into our mission
to be a force for good in this world.
From all of the information that was gathered,
several broad themes emerged. First of all was the
depth of commitment that members have for this
community and one another. There was a deep
sense that in looking at our history, especially in
times of change, that members came together,
listened to one another with openness and
compassion, and found common ground.
In looking at the living values at the heart of
FUS, many mentioned the deep compassion and
empathy between ministers, staff, and members.
Others talked about a strong commitment to
justice, being of service, and caring for the world
at large. A belief in the importance of lifelong
education and a commitment to our future through
a strong and thriving children’s religious program
were also mentioned as being at the heart of FUS.
One last piece that came through many of the
questions was a need for us to look at the
engagement of our members; the need for all of
us to be involved, to do what we each can to make
FUS as welcoming as possible to anyone who walks
through our doors, and to recognize that the care
of this community is the work of all.
Drawing upon this wisdom and strength of the
living legacy of FUS, we will focus on a shared
understanding at the core of the community. This
core shapes a covenantal understanding of who you
are and what you are to do and helps you identify
the missional identity or common purposes.
A dynamic understanding of missional identity
builds not only on the common purpose, but it
seeks to magnify that good through a culture of

Kelly

Doug

abundance and we will continue to strengthen
this culture throughout the year. Missional
identity is manifest in our hopes for your future
clergy team, and so we will learn about the
ministry research team’s findings regarding the
various configurations and understandings of
authority utilized by successful clergy teams in
larger UU congregations.
However, the real essence is the missional
identity itself. What is it and what does it ask
of us? To get to this, throughout this program
year we will have conversations to bring clarity
using four questions: First, in October, is the
unifying and foundational question,“What is the
heart of FUS for you?” and we’ll invite all groups
in the congregation to explore this question. In
November, we will examine the question,“Who
are you as a congregation?” January will bring
the contextual question of “Whom Do You
Serve?” and finally, in the spring, we’ll address a
summary of “What are we, as a congregation,
called to do in the next few years?” This year
will help you know more about what you
believe personally about FUS and the shared
covenant that makes you a dynamic and growing
community.
See you in September!
In hope and faith,
Kelly and Doug
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from th e p r e si de n t
b y Te r r i P e p p e r , P r e s i d e n t , F U S B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s

At this summer’s General Assembly (GA) in
Spokane, WA, my wife Rachel and I walked in the
opening worship banner parade, carrying the FUS
banner that was quilted by long-time member
Carol Mathis and features the Landmark Meeting
House prow. As we were lined up waiting for the
procession to begin, someone asked to snap a
picture, saying she was looking for ideas to replace
their congregation’s banner that is “so old it only
has one ‘U’ in it.” At any diverse gathering of
Unitarian Universalists, it is not uncommon for
the many strands of our history to be very visible
and present. Many of our congregations, founded
long before the 1961 merger of the American
Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church
of America that formed our current Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA), have names
referring to only one of the two U’s. This year’s
GA had delegates representing 495 congregations
from all 50 states, Canada, and Mexico.
Each of the member congregations that comprise
the UUA (currently 1000+) is independently
governed, and many have long histories, some dating
back centuries. In our tradition of congregational
polity the primary authority in most major
decision-making rests with the congregation.
The relationships among congregations and
with the UUA as an association are in many
ways covenantal ones—we choose to associate
ourselves together to explore common values,
to share resources, and to have a broader impact
together on key issues of common concern. The
specifics of how we work together are always
a work in progress. One major area of focus at
this year’s GA involved structural changes to the
rules of procedure and plenary session format.
These changes are designed to include a broader
diversity of voices in shaping the items voted
on by the entire assembly, devoting less time to
on-floor debate, and shifting the focus to the more
deliberative work preceding the general sessions.
Locally, our agreements on how to collaborate
to best live out our values are also continually
re-examined. A core board responsibility is
to evaluate the effectiveness of FUS’s policies
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and to make changes where needed. In
addition to focusing on individual policies,
the board also continues to study our
governance model itself, employing a
variety of internal and external resources
to better understand all the moving parts
and how we can best adapt it to enhance
our congregational life.
Board policies sometimes get into the
tactical, operational details of how our
various groups are to function, but each
is grounded in our larger mission and
vision—the ideas that bring us together in
common purpose. Shaping the long-term
vision is an area where it is important to
have direct participation from as many
members as possible. It is so important
that we set aside one parish meeting a
year to consider “open questions” in
large and small group conversation, and
everyone is invited to participate. The
next opportunity is Sunday, September
29, following the 11 am service.Watch the
Red Floors and FUS website for additional
detail. Hope to see you there!
In gratitude,
Terri Pepper
Board president

Among Us: welcome back to fus
by Cher yll Mellenthin & Janet Swanson

An old favorite returns this year revitalized! The
Opportunity Fair, a chance for you to learn about
different groups, volunteer opportunities, and other
engagements, is scheduled for Friday, September 13,
at 4 pm. This year, we’ve added food carts and a
welcome back celebration to create a family-friendly
event. Led by Project Coordinator, Cheryll Mellenthin,
and Director of Membership and Adult Programs,
Janet Swanson, this event officially kicks off our
new program year.
The beginning of our new program year is full
of promise and possibility. What we promise
says so much of who we are as individuals,
and as we work together on what’s important
to our community, we find the possibility of
greatness in our collective efforts. It’s also
a time to act boldly, honoring our tradition
of radical hospitality, a practice of putting
extraordinary effort and emphasis on welcoming
all. And what better time to demonstrate our
broadened understanding and appreciation of
stewardship—the collective responsibility for
something bigger than ourselves—by extending
ourselves in new and bold ways.
To kick off our year together, we’re offering
an evening of fun, family, fellowship, and food
carts! Yup, food carts right here at FUS. What
a fabulous combination for a Welcome Back
celebration. We’re also providing plenty of
opportunities for you to take bold steps.You’ll
learn how you can share your talents and time
at the many important and valuable volunteer
needs at FUS. A great way to connect with old
and new friends and support FUS is to join a
volunteer team, or two.
Take this time to learn about all the opportunities
available at FUS. Ministry Teams, small groups
from every corner of FUS, volunteers, and
members will be available to answer questions,
direct you to something that may be of interest
to you, and offer guidance in the ways that each
of us can be of service to our faith community.
The list is long, the work is rewarding, and the
sense of community that volunteering creates

is wonderful. Current volunteers will
be at tables throughout the Loggia on
Friday night during our Welcome Back
celebration. Resources will again be
available following each worship service
during the weekend. Find the Opportunity
Fair in the Loggia on Saturday and then in
the Atrium Commons on Sunday. Listen
to the stories of others as they share the
meaningful connections they have made
through volunteering and service to FUS.
We invite you to join in the work of the
community and create your own story to
share in the years to come.
We also believe that as we lean into the
second year of our interim time together,
it’s important to focus on our unique
identity and strengths as a welcoming
community living our shared values.
A healthy and vigorous community is
reflected in our covenant to support one
another in our journey to strive for what
is possible. We provide that support by
being an integral part of community life
in our unique ways.
As we say goodbye to our 10 am worship
service model embraced this past summer
and return to our three worship service
schedule, let us remember what the power
of gathering together as one means for
our community. Building on this energy,
this year will be punctuated by a variety
of community events that continue to
bring us together regularly in fellowship.
This is our stewardship model in practice.
Our welcome back story begins with
you, is because of you, and sets the bar
for what is possible when we reach for
something bigger than ourselves. Radical
hospitality means our doors are wide
open and welcoming, so bring your
neighbors, co-workers, and friends, to our
celebration.
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Within Us: Journey circles return
b y t h e F U S S p i r i t u a l D e v e l o p m e n t M i n i s t r y Te a m

There is a place
Where people see with their hearts
And breathing is the common language
Where no mandate for sameness exists
And that place is here
If we so desire
–Ken Haynes
New to our Small Group Ministry programming
in the autumn of 2018, Journey Circles return
this year to again provide an opportunity to
strengthen our connections to life, to others, and
to ourselves. Journey Circles invite and encourage
the giving and receiving of welcome, of hospitality,
and deep listening.
New to FUS? Longtime member? Participation
in a Journey Circle allows all of us to meet new
people, become re-acquainted with others, and
connect in new and meaningful ways within our
faith community. Our large First Unitarian Society
community becomes a bit smaller, and we feel a
deeper connection to the whole, as we gather in
these Circles.
As theme-based covenant groups, Journey Circles
are small groups (8-10 individuals) that meet once
a month at FUS for 90 minutes to two hours.The
groups are led by trained facilitators who are
FUS members. Reflection and discussion at each
gathering focus specifically on our congregational
monthly theme. Worship themes for the 20192020 church year are: covenant, belonging, awe,
authority/leadership, generosity, forgiveness,
liberation, thresholds, and play. Resource materials
are provided for each theme and include readings,
poetry, discussion questions, bibliographies, films
to consider, and more.
Feedback from last year’s facilitators and
participants was very positive. Last year, 150
participants met once a month—a great success!
People felt more connected to FUS, newcomers
felt a greater sense of welcome, and longtime
members appreciated the opportunity to meet
newer members in a format that encouraged
a strong new bond. The gatherings provided
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new perspectives and understandings of the
monthly themes, and participants enjoyed rich
and meaningful discussions of the topics that are
important to us.
Journey Circles will begin again in October 2019
and meet through June 2020. They are open
and welcoming to all, and are held throughout
the week, both daytime and evening and on
weekdays and weekends. We also have identityspecific Circles open: to parents/guardians of
young children, parents of teens, adults in their
30s,40s,50s, and women-identified groups.
Registration begins in September, and information
will be available starting August 25 in the Atrium
Commons. Stop by the Journey Circles table for
shared conversation! Ministry Team members will
be available between and after worship services to
answer questions and give you more information.
Additional information will be in the Red Floors
during September. Contact Janet Swanson janets@
fusmadison.org or 608-233-9774 x124 for answers
to your questions. We look forward to seeing
you and meeting you in the Commons during
registration time in September.
Community
Somewhere, there are people
To whom we can speak with passion
Without having the words catch in our throats
Somewhere a circle of hands
Will open to receive us,
Eyes will light up as we enter,
Voices will celebrate with us
Whenever we come into our own power
Community means strength that joins our strength
To do the work that needs to be done.
Arms to hold us when we falter.
A circle of healing.
A circle of friends.
Someplace where we can be free.
—Starhawk–Dreaming the Dark

Beyond Us: global climate strike
by Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator

On September 20, FUS will close our doors
and take part in the Global Climate Strike. We
are doing everything we can to make this day a
turning point in our movement for survival. Now
is the time for unity! Now is the time to side
with peace, justice, the meeting of needs, and the
fierce protection of our planet. . . now is the time
to side with love!
This is an opportunity to listen to our youth and
appreciate them for their brave leadership. They
are not giving up and neither can we! We will join
them in the streets on September 20 as they lead
us in this international climate strike.
Please join us for any of these strike-day activities
on September 20:
• 6:30 am—Sunrise gathering with meditation
and yoga (weather permitting) followed by
rush-hour sign holding along John Nolan
Dr. Meet at Law Park, just east of Monona
Terrace.
•

10:30 am—Interfaith gatherings with Grace
Episcopal, First UMC, St. John’s Lutheran, &
others.

•

12 pm—Concert for the Climate at State
St. step of Capitol

•

12:30 pm—Parade to MG&E

•

1 pm—Activities at MG&E led by youth
climate strikers (food will be available)

•

3 pm—Return to Capitol

•

4 pm—Youth-led rally on State St. steps of
Capitol

•

5 pm—Rally in Capitol Rotunda

•

5:15 pm—Free pizza in Capitol Rotunda

•

6 pm—Capitol is scheduled to close

All Week (9/20-9/27)—Visit the “Peoples
Climate Emergency Office” and the “Ring
of Hope” display on the 1st floor of the
Capitol Rotunda.
From our daily presence at the Capitol,
we’ll inform, organize, and strategize
for our ongoing movement for climate
recovery, world peace, and justice for all.
We are making banners and signs, reaching
out to groups and congregations, meeting
with neighbors, and tabling at and hosting
events.
In addition to supporting the strike, our
Sustainability Ministry Team, is installing
solar, improving our heating and air
conditioning system (cutting our electric
use by about 50%), pushing us towards
offsetting all the carbon we burn, and
working to re-certify us as a Green
Sanctuary Congregation.
In the weeks to come, you will see ongoing
efforts to guide us away from some of
our automobile dependency. Each week,
our numbers are growing and so are our
connections. We are erasing despair and
replacing it with hope.
As Greta Thunberg, the young Swedish
school striker says, “Our house is on fire.
It is time to act like it.” With each passing
day, more and more of us are facing this
reality and taking our place, in the growing
line of beloved “bucket passers.” We are
stronger together.
For the latest updates about climate
strike activities in Madison, follow Global
Climate Strike–Madison on Facebook or
contact Tim Cordon at 608-630-3633.
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Community information
A Message from MOSES
The August meeting of MOSES Madison at FUS was attended by 65 people and attracted six new
attendees from our FUS membership. MOSES (Madison Organizing in Strength, Equality and Solidarity)
is an interfaith non-profit that advocates for reform of the criminal justice system.The meeting featured
a presentation by Alice Pauser, founder and executive director of the Demeter Foundation, who spoke
about the condition of women in Wisconsin’s prisons. Her own daughter has served 20 years of a life
sentence, but will be moving to a minimum security facility in preparation for release soon. Ms. Pauser
made this very exciting announcement for the first time publicly at the MOSES meeting. As a result,
in part, of this new connection with the Demeter Foundation, MOSES may be starting up a new focus
area on women in Wisconsin’s prisons. For more information about MOSES Madison, which is one
of 11 affiliates of the statewide organization WISDOM, see the website: www.mosesmadison.org.
The MOSES Ministry Team at FUS meets monthly to find ways of engaging FUS members in the issues
surrounding criminal justice reform. The team always welcomes new members. It meets the second
Wednesday of every month, from 4 pm till 5:30 pm. For more information, please contact Pat Watson,
cc2ss@yahoo.com.
Website Navigation
Last month, we implemented some navigational changes on our website. As mentioned in our August
edition of The Madison Unitarian, these changes are a result of the feedback we’ve received from you
about your difficulties finding the information you need on our website. The most significant change
is the creation of a “members” section on the menu bar. It is our deep hope that this section will
allow you to engage with greater ease on our website.You can access our navigation guide document
on our homepage or by visiting www.fusmadison.org/website_change. If you have questions, please
email brittanyc@fusmadison.org. Thank you for your patience.
New UU Class Offering
First Unitarian Society New UU Orientation Class is for newcomers and friends of FUS. For Fall 2019,
the dates and times of the classes are as follows (choose ONE option):
Option 1 – Saturday, October 12, ALL DAY, 9 am – 3 pm;
Option 2 – Saturday, November 16, ALL DAY, 9 am – 3 pm.
Childcare is available with prior registration.The registration fee is $15.00 per person. Forms available
in the Commons. Contact Janet Swanson at janets@fusmadison.org with questions.
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Upcoming Adult Religious Education Class
Plant-based Cooking for a Sustainable Planet
Saturdays, October 5, 19, 26
10 am to 12 noon
Atrium Commons Kitchen
Carl Korz,Wisconsin Union Director of Dining and Hospitality, will share his passion and expertise in
demonstrating the flavor and appeal of plant-based fare.Through a combination of practical preparation
and lecture-demonstration, as well as some great tricks and products that will ensure your dishes are
amazing, these classes will focus on cooking techniques that bring out the most of your ingredients,
Over the three classes, we’ll create some Italian, Asian, and Mediterranean-inspired dishes. If you like
to have fun while cooking, enjoy learning, and are open-minded to the far-reaching possibilities of
plant-based cuisines, you might enjoy this course!
The class is limited to twelve adults. Sign up through Adult RE. Freewill donations are welcome.
Contact Janet Swanson janets@fusmadison.org for more information.
Parish Meeting
Come engage in our open question at our Parish Meeting on Sunday, September 29, at 12:30 pm in
the Atrium Auditorium. Food generously provided by the fabulous Food Haulers. Childcare is available
if reserved in advance at www.fusmadison.org/childcare.
Worship Services Return September 7 & 8 with Children’s Religious Education Classes
Our Saturday worship service in the Landmark Auditorium returns on September 7, at 4:30 pm. Our
regular Sunday worship schedule returns on September 8. Join us 9 am and 11 am in the Landmark
Auditorium. Our CRE classes return this weekend as well.
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8

30

29

Men’s Group
@ 7 pm

Men’s Group
@ 7pm

Shawl Ministry
@ 10 am

Office Closed
for Labor Day

Mon

Worship
Volunteer Training
@ 7 pm

24

25

wed

Board Meeting
@ 6:30 pm

Goddess Chanting
Group @ 7 pm

MOSES @ 3:45 pm

18

11

10

17

4

3

tue

Oakwood Gathering
@ 2:30 pm

26

19

12

5

thurs
First Friday Film
@ 5:30 pm

27

20

Noon Musicale
@ 12 pm

Global Climate
Strike
FUS Closed

Welcome Back
& Opportunity Fair
with Food Carts
4 pm - 7 pm

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Grief Support
@ 10 am
Saturday Service
@ 4:30 pm
CRE Classes begin

Sat

For more happenings, visit us online
at www.fusmadison.org and click on
“Event Calendar” under “Community.”

Our final Summer Service is Sunday, September 1. Our regular worship schedule returns on Saturday, September 7, and Sunday, September 8.

23

22

Parish Meeting
@ 12:30 pm

16

15

Sunday Services
@ 9 & 11 am
CRE Classes begin

2

SUN

September

1
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A Mo n th o f S e r v i ce s

Saturday services resume September 7 at 4:30 pm in the Landmark Auditorium
Regular Sunday services resume September 8 at 9 & 11 am in the Atrium Auditorium

Sunday, September 1 @ 10 am

“Work & Workers: What Matters”
with Sister Maureen McDonnell, O.P.

For Labor Day weekend, we honor the sacred
connection between work, workers, and the Spirit. We
will explore how many spiritual traditions are rooted
in the deep interdependence of the work that we do,
the work that others do, and the call to justice and
compassion. We are so pleased to be joined by Sister
Maureen McDonnell as she shares some of the ways
that faith communities have honored their call to this
holy work! Note that there will be a special Outreach
Offering benefitting Worker Justice Wisconsin.
Linda Warren will play hymn arrangements for solo
piano.

September 7 & 8

“Return Again: Ingathering”
with the FUS Worship Team

Ingathering invites us to bring intention and meaning to
the close of summer and the start of another program
year in the life of FUS. What happened in our summers
matters deeply in what we bring to our sharing within
this congregation. This service includes the cherished
water communion tradition of mingling the waters from
our summer experiences. To participate, please bring
a small bit of water that symbolizes the essence of
your summer. Return again to FUS and this community
bringing all that you and the summer have offered as a
gift to our year.
In recognition of Water Communion, Linda Warren will
play “Shall We Gather at the River” and “Deep River.” She
will be joined on Saturday by soprano Tamara Brognano.
On Sunday, Anybody Choir will sing “Take Me to the
Water” by Rollo Dilworth and “MLK” by Irish band U2.

September 14 & 15

“Rubber Bands & Rainbows”

with Carin Bringelson, Intern Minister

As a covenantal faith, Unitarian Universalists often find
themselves inviting one another into relationships that
are grounded in mutual respect and care. When harm
is done—as is inevitably the case for human beings in
community—we reflect honestly about what occurred,

offer and receive forgiveness, and promise to avoid
causing that same harm in the future. This weekend
we will also be affirming our covenant with Carin
Bringelson for her year as our Intern Minister.
Linda Warren will play music by J.S. Bach transcribed
for solo harp.

September 21 & 22

“We Are One”

with the Rev. Douglas Wadkins

Covenants invite us to consider carefully the ways
that we are called together. We explore the places
of unity and connection. We also honor the power
of difference and diversity. As we start an important
year in the life of the congregation, we bring it all and
make covenants about how we shall journey. Come
explore the ways that this will matter for FUS’s new
chapter.
Eva Wright will play pieces for solo piano. Saturday’s
service will feature an “Anybody Choir,” the first ever
for the Saturday service! Rehearsal will be at 2:45 pm
and all are welcome. On Sunday, Society Choir will
sing “To Those Who Matter” on a text by Wisconsin
poet Roberta Hill Whiteman as well as “He Watching
Over Israel” by Felix Mendelssohn.

September 28 & 29

“Here, If You Need Me”

with the Rev. Kelly J. Crocker

In this month of reflections on covenant, we turn our
attention to our covenant to care for one another.
Where and when are you reminded that you do not
stand alone? In the 1800s, the Unitarian minister,
James Vila Blake, wrote the following: Love is the spirit
of this church, and service is its law. This is our great
covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth
in love, and to help one another. This may be easy to
say, yet how do we live this out week after week here
in community?
n Avakian and Dave Irwin. On Sunday, Meeting House
Chorus will sing a duet with a ‘Symphony of Science’
video as well as the Navajo prayer, “Now I Walk in
Beauty.”
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appalachian elegy by bell hooks
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listen little sister
angels make their hope here

in these hills

follow me

I w i l l g u i d e yo u

careful now

no trespass
I w i l l g u i d e yo u

word for word

mouth for mouth

all the holy ones

embracing us

amaking
l l ohome
u r khere
in
re n e g a d e m a ro o n e d

l aw l e s s f u g i t i v e s
grace these mountains
we have earth to bind us

the covenant
b e t we e n u s
can never be broken
vows to live and let live

