
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Ringing the Gong

Ingathering Meditation

Prelude
Greensleeves        16th century English 
 arr. Chip Davis

Carol Wessler, cello. Linda Warren, piano.

*Calling of the Directions
from Welcome the Night by Jason Mankey
The longest night has come once more,
the sun has set, and darkness fallen.
The trees are bare, the earth asleep,
and the skies are cold and black.
Yet tonight we rejoice, in this longest night,
embracing the darkness that enfolds us.
We welcome the night and all that it holds,
as the light of the stars shines down.

*Exchange of Solstice Greetings

*Opening Hymn
#1067 • Mother Earth, Beloved Garden

A Tale of Waiting, A Tale of Winter
Christmas Farm by Mary Lyn Ray

Special Music
O Glorioso Domina Michael Head

Emmit Thom, Soprano

The Drum Battle of the Oak King and
the Holly King

Special Music
Apple Tree Wassail British Carol

arr. Stephen Hatfield
Teen Choir; Heather Thorpe, director.

Wonders of Winter
SkySisters by Jan Bourdeau Waboose

Offering
Still, Still, Still Austrian Carol

arr. Chip Davis
100% of the proceeds from today’s offering will be split 
between the Dane Sanctuary Coalition and eviction 
prevention. Please see the back of your program for more 

information. Thank you for your generous gifts.

Solstice Ritual
#1063 • Winter Solstice Chant

*Closing Hymn
#235 • Deck the Hall with Boughs of Holly

Releasing the Directions and Benediction

Postlude
Traditions of Christmas            Chip Davis

Ms. Warren
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“Now is the moment of magic, 
when the whole, round earth turns
again toward the sun,
      and here’s a blessing: 
the days will be longer and brighter now, 
even before the winter settles in to chill us. 

Now is the moment of magic, 
when people beaten down and broken, 
with nothing left but sorrow and candles 
and their own clear voices, 
kindle tiny lights and whisper secret music,
      and here’s a blessing: 
the dark universe is suddenly ablaze with 
the burning of the Yule log, 
and the whole world is glad and loud with 
winter singing. 

Now is the moment of magic,
     and here’s a blessing:
we already possess all the gifts we need; 
we’ve already received our presents: 
ears to hear music, 
eyes to behold lights, 
hands to build true peace on earth 
and to hold each other tight in love.” 

—Victoria Safford
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Carin Bringelson, Intern Minister
Monica Nolan, Executive Director
Drew Collins, Music Director
Linda Warren, Assistant Music Director 
Heather Thorpe, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs 
Leslie Ross, Director of Religious Education
Janet Swanson, Director of Membership and Adult Programs
Michael A. Schuler, Minister Emeritus

Special Holiday Offering
100% of the offering collected during today’s 
Solstice Service will be split between the Dane 
Sanctuary Coalition and the Madison-area Urban 
Ministries’ (MUM) eviction prevention program.

The Dane Sanctuary Coalition, working in 
partnership with Voces de la Frontera and Centro 
Hispano, is part of the New Sanctuary Movement, 
which includes over 800 sanctuary congregations 
across the nation protecting undocumented 
immigrant families.

The Madison-area Urban Ministries’ (MUM) 
eviction prevention program assists members of 
our community who are at risk of eviction due 
to an emergency, job loss, or illness. Often they 
are making difficult choices between food and 
utility payments. Others have found housing after 
spending time in shelters and are struggling with 
security deposits. These funds are crucial to keeping 
families in stable housing. If you or your family 
need assistance, please contact the Rev. Kelly at 
608-233-9774 ext. 112.

Thank you for your generous gifts!


