
T h e  M a d i s o n  U n i t a r i a n
V o l u m e  7 1    N u m b e r  9    S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0



2 •  The Madison Unitar ian    

From the editor
by  B r i t t a n y  C raw fo rd , Commun i c a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r

As we continue to navigate community life remotely, we want to share stories from you, our 
members, about the joys and challenges of this new way of being together. Throughout the year, 
this editorial column will explore ways we are building community in unusual times. I am grateful 
to members, Barb Avery and Hannah Lee, for starting this series and sharing their experiences of 
participating in our virtual offerings over the last six months.

Community in Quarantine
by Barb Avery, FUS Member

The FUS online knitting groups give me a place to pursue and discuss craft work in community. I 
love connecting with old friends and I’m delighted to have made new friends.  

While I have always done utilitarian sewing, mask making, and all the fabric scraps it generates, 
has been a gateway to the wide and wonderful world of quilting.  Wow! There’s nothing like a new 
craft to keep my mind and hands engaged.

I also participate in the FUS Sunday services. They really do evoke the same sense of calm, 
emotional centering, and opening of my heart as in-person services, though a paler version. This 
is super important to me.

The view from my chair when I attend 
Sunday service.

In May, I did a bunch of knitting to help a 
friend complete a long time project.

Forty masks ready for delivery to
Dane County Mask Makers.

My new yoga bolster.
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Community in Quarantine
by Hannah Lee, FUS Member

My sense of belonging, participating, and connecting at FUS has never been stronger than since 
the virus necessitated so many changes. Zoom has allowed me to be there without having to ride 
a bus for over two hours, or take expensive cabs, or rely on (fabulously generous) other FUS 
members, just to attend Sunday Services and the one or two small groups I had already joined.

The knitting groups have been delightful, and though I didn’t finish my big project before breaking 
my arm, I got to sit in on the meetings anyhow, more than I had prior to Zoom.

The meditations we had through the spring and early summer helped me keep the sense of 
belonging that isolation places at such risk. Now, if I don’t get to meditate with Janet on Monday 
nights, I miss it terribly–AND–those folks actually miss me if I don’t show up! That is not something 
I experienced at FUS before.

I didn’t make any masks, but I have some of the generous masks that others made, and it has 
been–and is–great fun to watch the mask makers at work and hear them talk pros and cons of 
this or that kind of tie or elastic, or tell about where these masks are going and have gone. The 
relationships that these more intimate meetings have fostered have become blessed new friendships. 
Already prior to the virus, FUS was the base of my sense of community since returning to Madison, 
but now that has become more particularized as friendships with individuals form and grow.

Knitting project underway with the
Knit-In Gatherings on Thursdays & Fridays.
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from The Ministers
b y  R e v . R o g e r  B e r t s c h a u s e n  &  R e v . Ke l l y  C r o c k e r

Each time we dedicate a baby or young child at 
FUS, we remind ourselves that the water we use to 
bless this life symbolizes vitality, our connection to 
life and nature, and does not represent a washing 
away of inherited sin. We say this child arrived with 
all the limitations natural to our species, but they 
arrived innocent. Each time we say these words, we 
are calling on our first UU principle, “the inherent 
worth and dignity of all people,” and we are saying 
to this child, “We are so very glad you are here, 
exactly as you are.” 

This often feels like a radical statement in a culture 
that often focuses on what we lack, what we are not, 
how we can improve, and how we can be and do 
better. There aren’t many messages that say, “How 
wonderful it is that you are here! We welcome 
you exactly as you are.” Some have said this deep 
belief in the inherent worth of each person feels 
too optimistic, that it overlooks the real harm that 
people can do and the damage that is done. This 
principle must be honed with the knowledge that no 
one is perfect—no one faultless.  As the Reverend 
Jane Rzepka wrote, “We know that there are people 
who have been startlingly rude or breathtakingly 
gracious, people who let us down or who stun us 
with their accomplishments. But we move forward 
assuming that inside of each of those people is a 
person of dignity and worth.”

Jane gives us a way to move forward with faith in 
one another. Not an uncritical faith—it doesn’t 
mean that we accept whatever we receive from one 
another. We have to challenge ourselves and each 
other to keep growing ethically and mutually—to 
treat one another as persons of worth. We have 
expectations that we will act toward one another 
with the sort of respect that embodies our first 
principle. 

This is no easy feat. It calls us to ask ourselves if 
we’re are affirming the inherent worth and dignity 
of each person we encounter. It challenges us 
to deeper dialogues, greater understanding, and, 
sometimes, to taking space and time to mature. 

It feels like our nation is experiencing a cry 
for exactly this—a recognition that all people, 
regardless of skin color, occupation, age, ability, who 
they love, what they own—all people have worth 

Kelly

and are deserving of dignity. The call for Black 
Lives Matter is a cry from a people who have 
had their dignity torn away time and time again. 
Dr. Paul Farmer once said, “The idea that some 
lives matter less is the root of all that is wrong 
in the world.” 

Amid a pandemic which has brought the 
disparities of our world into shocking clarity, 
where our leaders believe in an acceptable loss of 
life in order to keep our economy alive, this once 
again feels like a radical statement. It is time for 
each of us, in our own way, in our own circles, to 
live into this principle, to call it from the rooftops, 
and to declare who and what we are—each a 
miracle struggling through our days surrounded 
by other miracles who are also struggling. This 
principle, which may at first seem individualistic, is 
a call into deep community—a recognition of the 
preciousness of all life. The truth of this principle 
draws us into a humble awareness of those 
whose voices are not heard, whose presence has 
historically not been welcome, who are forgotten 
and devalued. Mary Oliver wrote that “each life is 
a flower, and each name a comfortable music in 
the mouth, and each body a lion of courage, and 
something precious to the earth.”  

This month, as we delve into our first principle, 
may we each remember our own preciousness, 
and may we hold tenderly the preciousness of 
others. This is the work we are called to do. This 
is the work of a lifetime.  

In hope and in love, 
Kelly and Roger

Roger
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from The Ministers
b y  R e v . R o g e r  B e r t s c h a u s e n  &  R e v . Ke l l y  C r o c k e r

as members of this community
b y  J a n e t  S w a n s o n  &  C h e r y l l  M e l l e n t h i n

We cannot live for ourselves alone. Our lives are 
connected by a thousand invisible threads, and 

along these sympathetic fibers, our actions run as 
causes and return to us as results.

– Herman Melville

As Members of the First Unitarian Society of 
Madison, we come together as a covenantal 
people to make meaning of our lives. We attend 
worship services regularly for rest, renewal, and 
fellowship. We encourage one another in our 
personal and spiritual growth. We contribute to 
the decision-making processes. We navigate the 
transitions of life together. We celebrate and 
mourn together.  We work collectively to make 
a difference in the wider community. We are 
active participants in the life of the Society. We 
support this community with our time, talents, 
and financial contributions.

As a Member of FUS, you live your individual 
journey by embracing personal opportunities for 
spiritual and ethical understanding and growth. 
As a Member, you also walk with others in a 
committed community, spanning race, age, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, ability, socioeconomic 
background, and belief. This journey to seek 
meaning, connection, and understanding is the 
way we each live out our UU principles and 
values both individually and collectively.

The full experience of this journey, in all of 
its life-giving messiness, is to see Membership 
as a verb. Membership requires us to actively 
participate—to uphold our commitment of 
presence and support to this community, to 
honor and respect different ideas and to engage 
in difficult conversations, to live with compassion 
and understanding, to believe we can make a 
difference in the world, and to be stewards of 
this community. 

As act ive part ic ipants and stewards of 
this faith community, there are intentional 
acts of stewardship—one being a financial 
commitment—as an important leadership 
requirement outlined in the FUS bylaws. Our 
community reaches its highest potential for 
doing life-changing work when every Member 

has a voice and the opportunity to make a 
meaningful difference in our future. As we 
prepare for our next called minister, fulfilling 
this responsibility is essential. (If you have 
questions about our current Stewardship 
Campaign, we’d love to hear from you. Please 
contact cheryllm@fusmadison.org or visit 
www.fusmadison.org/stewardship.)   

Membership is a journey and a choice—a 
choice of greater commitment and greater 
responsibility. We BELONG to this faith 
community and to one another. It is in this 
belonging, and acceptance of this commitment, 
that we share responsibility for the common 
good, both within our walls and outside our 
doors. 

Make this choice. Live this commitment. Join 
in this community of love and intention as we 
live out our faith into the world.

Please note:  As we approach this new program 
year, we will be contacting members to ensure our 
contact records are current. The work of reviewing 
and updating our membership roster is critical 
to the ministerial search process.  Accurate data 
is required for our congregational profile, and 
to determine voting eligibility as outlined in our 
bylaws.

Janet Cheryll
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stewardship opportunities
by  Che r y l l  Me l l e n t h i n , P ro j e c t  Coo rd i n a t o r

Get ready for (virtual drumroll)
FUS GOT TALENT! 

the theme for our 2020 Fall Cabaret Fundraiser
Live event Friday, November 20, from 6 pm – 9 pm

Our most important fundraiser of the year puts you and your family on our virtual center 
stage sharing your talents:
• music, puppet shows, magic tricks, stand-up jokester,
• and even amazing pet tricks.
• Plus, a night of Live Auction you don’t want to miss.
• And wait, there’s more! Our online auction runs November 14–27 with a great assortment 

of donated items from our members and local business community. 
We are still adding the final touches to our 2020 Cabaret FUS GOT TALENT!, so come be part 
of the Cabaret volunteer team and help make it a huge success. Contact Cheryll Mellenthin, 
Project Coordinator, at cheryllm@fusmadison.org.
Thank you for supporting Cabaret, our largest fundraiser of the year. Don’t miss the fun!

As we begin our 2020-2021 program year, we have two new opportunities for you to engage remotely 
in the life of our congregation. We’re excited to announce the theme for this year’s online Cabaret 
event and to provide you with a new, easy way to give to Outreach Offerings through text to give.

TEXT TO GIVE
Our text-to-give platform will debut on Sunday, September 13, during our 10 am worship 
service. This new feature will create an easy way for you to give during our Outreach Offering. 
Our Outreach Offering program shares the collection each Sunday with a member-nominated 
local nonprofit whose work aligns with our mission. (You can still give using our online payment 
process or by mailing a check.)
Text to give is safe and secure and takes only minutes. You’ll simply text “Give [and the amount 
you wish to donate]” (an example is: Give 20) to 608-459-1500 and follow the instructions 
texted back to you. The first time you donate, you’ll be asked to input information about your 
credit card or bank account. The platform will securely store this information so that you may 
reuse it each time you text to give.
More instructions and information will be provided on the website, the Red Floors, and during 
worship. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to our Office Manager, Florence 
Jessup, at florencej@fusmadison.org.
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GRATITUDE & WELCOME
by  Rev . Ke l l y  C ro c ke r  &  Mon i c a  No l an

Lynda

Dave

Sophia

We send our deepest thanks to Lynda McAfee-
Leonardi who has been our Youth Programs 
Coordinator for the past five years. Lynda has 
brought passion, dedication, compassion, and 
humor to this role and has impacted the lives 
of countless youth. As Lynda moves into a new 
phase in her professional life, we are grateful 
she remains a member of FUS and that her 
commitment to our youth and our community 
will continue!

We welcome Sophia Granger as our new Youth 
and Campus Programs Coordinator. Sophia has 
been our Childcare Coordinator for this past 
year, and we are happy that she is willing to 
transition into this new role. We look forward to 
her creating new opportunities for connection 
with our high school and campus programs.

We also want to express profound gratitude to 
Dave Weber, who has served as the Owner’s 
Representative for the Landmark Capital Project 
these last three years. The project, officially 
coming to a close this fall, has been well served 
by Dave’s organizational memory, commitment 
to preservation, and exemplary storytelling. 
We trust Dave will remain an integral part of 
the facility team and will continue to lend his 
leadership to the upkeep of our beloved building.
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Wheel of Life
Joel and Sarah Webber welcomed their son Ash Theodore Webber to the world on July 25, 
2020.  Ash joins siblings Rhodes and Lucette. Congrats to the Webber family!
Our deepest sympathy to Anne Kunen and family as they mourn the death of husband and father, 
Ken Kunen. Ken suffered from heart failure and died on August 14, 2020, a few weeks after his 
77th birthday. His last days were spent at Agrace HospiceCare, under the care of a very kind and 
supportive staff. 

Safer Small Groups
Our Safer Small Group gatherings begin in September. An email sent to the congregation on June 
25, 2020, outlined the plan, policy, and procedures. Please visit https://fusmadison.org/coronavirus/ to 
learn more and to download a copy of the agreement. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Executive Director, Monica Nolan, at monican@fusmadison.org.

Virtual & Physical Offices Closed Monday, August 31, through Monday, September 7
The UUA has encouraged congregational leadership to care for their staff during this pandemic by 
honoring time for rest and renewal. From Monday, August 31, through Monday, September 7, the 
FUS ministers and staff will take time away from our physical and virtual offices. Ministers will still 
be available should an urgent pastoral care need arise. Please call 608-233-9774 ext. 126 or email 
layministry@fusmadison.org and a lay minister will assist you and contact our ministerial team.
This intentional time of rest before the beginning of the program year, with a new and re-imagined 
community life and a significant year in our search process, will allow our staff and ministers to 
be renewed in their ministry and work with you. We express our deep gratitude to you for this 
time to reflect. We hope you will also take time during this week for rest and renewal as we look 
forward to the year ahead.

Mark Your Calendars:  Fall Parish Meeting
We’ll hold our next parish meeting via Zoom on Sunday, October 4, from 11:30 am to 1 pm. More 
information, including a link to the meeting will be provided in the Red Floors and on the website. 

Letter Writing Campaign
FUS Social Justice Ministry is hosting a letter writing session with Dr. Damita Brown from the 
Restorative Justice Director for the Dane County TimeBank. The Letter Writing Campaign to End 
Violence against Black People began as a response to lynching, incarceration, and other forms of 
violence against Black people. You can break the silence about this violence and the role white 
privilege plays in keeping it going by writing a letter. This collaboration between the Transformative 
Action Network and Freedom Inc. seeks to send 2,000 letters to elected officials at all levels, 
editors, community organizations, and others. During the session, you will learn more about the 
issue and the list of 8 demands, get support getting your ideas out, hear sample letters, and meet 
other people doing this important work to end violence. Dr. Brown will join us via Zoom on 
Sunday, September 20, right after coffee hour (around 11:45 am). Please contact Tim Cordon with 
questions at timc@fusmadison.org.

Community information
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Ministerial Search Committee Update
Your Ministerial Search Committee has used the summer to prepare for our work together 
this fall. Our first task is the confidential congregational survey, which we hope that you and all 
members and affiliates will complete. It will be available the week of September 7, and there will 
be various ways to access it. The results of the survey will inform our discussions during cottage 
meetings and focus groups which will take place in October.  All of the information collected 
from the survey and meetings will be used to present our congregation to prospective ministerial 
candidates. We very much look forward to hearing from you via both the survey and the meetings.

 

UU THE VOTE
As the November election approaches, please be sure to exercise your democratic rights and 
make sure you’re registered to vote. For more information about how to register, how to vote 
absentee, and how to vote during the pandemic, please visit myvote.wi.gov/en-us.

A nationwide, non-partisan effort for UU the Vote is underway with opportunities for 
volunteering, and you can sign up to receive their alerts and news. Visit www.uuthevote.org 
for more information.

If you’d like to learn more about local efforts to Get Out the Vote, contact Social Justice 
Coordinator, Tim Cordon, at timc@fusmadison.org.



A Month of Services
Sunday @ 10 am at www.fusmadison.org

Sunday, September 6
“The Dignity of Work”

A Service with James Reeb UU Congregation & Prairie UU Society
and Rebecca Meier-Rao, Executive Director of Worker Justice Wisconsin

Through the lens of “the inherent worth and dignity of every person,” how are we called to 
respond to real-world questions such as fair wages,  immigrant workers, or job safety? Rebecca 
Meier-Rao will explore the demands of a proclamation that each human has worth to us. How 
much are we willing to pay, and how much will we risk, for the benefit of which category of 
persons? Since the beginning of COVID-19, the intake load at Worker Justice Wisconsin’s Worker 
Center has nearly tripled. Labor Day is a time for us to recognize and honor the dignity of workers 
by building a world that provides every person with what they need to thrive. Linda Warren 
will play music for celtic harp, including pieces by favorites Harper Tasche and Kim Robertson.

Sunday, September 13
“Sustaining Water, Nurturing Love” Annual Water Communion Service

with Revs. Roger Bertschausen & Kelly Crocker
Water Communion is our annual ritual of ingathering and welcoming one another back to 
community to begin a new congregational year.  This year, we know we do this in new and different 
ways, yet our cherished tradition of mingling the waters of our lives in community continues. 
To participate, please bring water from your summer to FUS on Saturday, September 12, from 
12 pm–3 pm.  We will have a drive-up water drop off (more details will be in the Red Floors).  
All three of the FUS music staff will contribute their talents to music for our annual Water 
Communion service: Music Director, Drew Collins, Assistant Music Director, Linda Warren, and 
Children’s and Youth Choir Director, Heather Thorpe.

Sunday, September 20
“Balancing the Individual and the Community”

with the Rev. Roger Bertschausen
As Unitarian Universalists, we affirm the inherent dignity and worth of all people. We also 
affirm the interdependent web of existence and put great value on a particular manifestation 
of the interdependent web: spiritual communities such as FUS. We continue the centuries-long 
UU endeavor of trying to figure out how to balance these two affirmations in our spiritual 
communities. Linda Warren will play music for solo piano, including pieces by African-American 
classical composer William Grant Still.

Sunday, September 27
“Worthy of Forgiveness”

with the Rev. Kelly J. Crocker
Forgiveness takes courage and vulnerability in both forgiving ourselves and one another. One 
of the difficulties is believing that we and others are worthy and deserving of forgiveness.  And 
yet the ability to forgive can be transformative. On this Jewish High Holiday of Yom Kippur, we 
will explore forgiveness and reconciliation and discover the complexities and possibilities within 
and among us. Linda Warren will play music for solo harp, including music by French master 
Marcel Tournier.
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