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Science and reason are two words often 
spoken alongside each other—almost 
as if they were the same thing. Both 

are approaches to seeking truths about 
the world around us; they complement 
each other, but each is distinct. Science is 
about the external world: measurement, 
controlled experiment, data collection, 
empiricism. It tests hypotheses against the 
hard reality of repeatable experiments with 
objectively measurable results. Those who 
practice it are called scientists or empiricists. 
Reason, by contrast, is internally generated. 
It’s building mental models of the world, 
starting with your internal sense for what 
is right and pure, from which further truths 
can be deduced. Those who practice reason 
are called rationalists. For most of history, 
reason was the only known or accepted 
way to arrive at truths about the world...
because tools for objectively and accurately 
measuring distance and time—the two most 
basic features of the physical world—did not 
exist up until around four hundred years 
ago.

REASON



from Adam Wiggins in Touchstones

Madison Unitarian volunteer editorial team:
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FROM THE
MINISTERS

Rev. Kelly J. Crocker, Co-Senior Minister

Ours is not to reason why. These were 
the words I heard over and over 
again when I was a young child and 

would ask questions that the adults around 
me deemed inappropriate. Many of these 
were, of course, questions in the realm of 
religion. I was told there were mysteries in 
this world our minds couldn’t comprehend, 
and that was the way it was meant to be. 
The words, said in an undeniable tone, let 
me know that this statement was not to be 
questioned. It was followed up, at times with, 
“That is one you must take simply on faith.”

You can imagine my joy when I discovered 
Unitarian Universalism, a religion with “a 
free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning” as one of its principles. I had found 
a faith that told you to love the questions as 
much as the answers, to use reason to help 
you determine how you want to be in this 
world and what you believe to be of ultimate 
value.

Reason emerged as an important component 
of liberal religion in the 19th century, when 
Unitarians promoted reason as a gift from 
God. Reason was offered as a tool to help 
us determine right from wrong and used 
in understanding the nature of the divine, 
humanity, and the world around us. Those 
Unitarians wrote that using reason and 
science to question and theorize, wrestle and 
argue with religious beliefs would only work 
to make whatever faith you held stronger.

Over the years, I have come to appreciate 
how UUs hold these two pieces of being 

human: the ability to reason and the capacity 
to hold onto things that truly are outside 
of our understanding. Together we find 
ways to hold the tension between what is 
characterized as mind and spirit, thinking 
and feeling, reason and intuition.

In a song called Impossible, Until It’s Not, 
Carrie Newcomer writes, “Engineers say 
bumblebees can't fly, Their wings are too 
short, And their bodies too wide, But there 
one goes a-wandering by, It happens all the 
time...” I love the truth in this lyric. From a 
rational standpoint, bumblebees should not 
be able to fly, and yet we see them buzzing 
by every day. This is the beauty of being able 
to hold reason and faith in tension. Faith 
gives us the space to envision what may seem 
impossible to us today; it gives us room to 
ponder and imagine, to dream of what yet 
may be. Our critical thinking keeps our feet 
to the fire and asks us how we will get there, 
how we will answer the questions, what we 
will keep as credible for us, and what we will 
set aside.

Rainer Maria Rilke tells us, “Be patient 
toward all that is unsolved in your heart and 
try to love the questions themselves...the 
point is, to live everything. Live the questions 
now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without 
noticing it, live along some distant day into 
the answer.” This month, as we explore the 
theme of reason, we invite you to join us in 
worship, and in community, as together we 
live into the questions and possibly even find 
an answer. 
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ENRICHING
PROGRAMS

Janet Swanson, Director of Membership & Adult Programs

FUS COMMUNITY GRIEF ALTAR
Sunday, November 7, 2-4 pm, on the lawn outside the Hearth Room
We invite you to help create a community grief altar at FUS. An altar makes visible what we are 
holding in our hearts. Creating an altar gives us the opportunity to remember, to reflect, and 
to honor. We help heal the pain of loss through the act of creating. You may honor a loved one 
who has died. You may choose to honor grief that you carry related to climate change, racial 
injustice, the upheaval in our lives due to COVID…whatever pain or grief is on your heart. As we 
silently await our turn at the altar, we are present to one another in empathy and compassion. 
We witness one another with loving hearts and offer an expression of love and support to each 
other. We will have candles to light and strips of paper to write names, memories, or blessings. 
There will be a labyrinth to walk. Contact Janet at janets@fusmadison.org with questions.

WRITING TO AWAKEN
with Rev. Kelly Crocker on Tuesdays, Nov 16, 23, 30, 6:30 pm - 8 pm via Zoom
When we put pen to page, we find that we are able to investigate deep questions, articulate bold 
visions, and excavate our own hearts and souls for hidden treasure. Many wisdom traditions tell us 
to turn to the written page to find a sanctuary of insight and wisdom. In this three-week session, 
we explore questions and writing prompts, poems, and song lyrics, to see what we can uncover 
and discover together. No experience with writing is necessary, just a longing and willingness to 
awaken your heart. 

THE SPIRITUAL ACT OF CREATIVITY
with Rev Kelly Crocker and Janet Swanson on Saturdays, Nov 13 and 20, 9 am - 11 am via Zoom
In these days of uncertainty, it is harder than ever to find moments of peace and calm. The 
twentieth-century Catholic priest and writer Henri Nouwen wrote that “through the spiritual life 
we gradually move from the house of fear to the house of love,” and the same could be said about 
the creative life. By immersing ourselves in a creative activity, we can quiet those voices around 
us and in us—we can enter the stillness that characterizes prayer and the “house of love.” We can 
open ourselves and experience spaciousness. Many of us will find ourselves naturally calming or 
“gentling” down when we carve out the space to simply be with our crafting materials. We will 
find, as the artist, Corita Kent wrote, “there is an energy in the creative process that belongs 
in the league of those energies which can uplift, unify, and harmonize all of us.” All creation, 
everything we make from the basic ingredients of life, are vehicles through which we can tune 
into ourselves and see ourselves. Our lives themselves are the ultimate act of creativity, and 
each of our lives is as unique as our fingerprints. Over these two Saturday mornings, through 
discussion and story and projects, we will hopefully spark something within that inspires you to 
sort through your magnificent and holy life.
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CODE RED ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

Janice Knapp-Cordes, FUS Member & Sustainability Team Member

I’ve been feeling the urgency of climate 
change for twenty years, but the latest 
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change) report is the most alarming 
document we’ve seen. I truly fear for my 
children and my two young granddaughters. 
And this has moved me to even more action.

Through our Sustainability Book Group, 
where we read A Field Guide to Climate 
Anxiety, I have learned how to deal with 
climate despair. From Michael Mann’s latest 
book, The New Climate War, I have learned 
that we have been manipulated to feel guilty 
about what we are doing or not doing as it 
relates to the climate. Hey, climate change 
is not our fault! It’s the fossil fuel companies 
and the entities that enable them. Also, flight 
shaming, personal purity, and virtue signaling 
are divisive—and play into the fossil fuel 
companies’ strategy.

And they are spending enormous amounts of 
money to keep themselves in business. From 
All We Can Save, I have learned to focus on 
all the good work being done. But reading 
books and educating oneself is in no way 
sufficient to deal with what we are facing. 
While many people have made great changes 
in their lives, from not eating red meat to 
driving hybrid or electric cars to putting solar 

panels on their roofs, all our actions taken 
together are not enough to stop climate 
change.

The fossil fuel companies, the financial 
industry, large corporations, and governments 
control our future. But we, the people, have 
power. We must take larger actions. We have 
ten years to start turning things around. 
When I look at the magnitude of what must 
be done, I quail.

But then I think of my children and 
grandchildren. I have no choice; I must act. 
That is why I am joining 350 Madison. We 
must act and act NOW if we are not going 
to reach irreversible changes to our planet.  
350 Madison is broadly active and engaged 
with effective actions.

350.org is not the only entity working to 
preserve a livable planet; there are many 
local, state, and national organizations to 
work with as well. Sierra Club, National 
Resources Defense Council, Nature 
Conservancy, Environmental Defense Fund, 
Safe Skies Clean Water, and Sustain Dane, 
to name a few.

Pick one. Give. Join. If you love your children 
and grandchildren, ALL the children, it’s time 
to ACT.
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If there are any secrets in the world, they are not hidden.
They are everywhere.
If there is any reason why the universe is,
why it is the kind of universe it is,
why there is this strange eruption of life,
that reason can be found anywhere,
as soon in sand as in a galaxy,
as loud in a leaf-tip as in a forest.

by Rev. Kenneth Patton
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CABARET
WINTERFEST

Cheryll Mellenthin, Project Coordinator

The truly remarkable thing about planning an 
FUS event with a rich history like our beloved 
Cabaret is that I can hold tight to the parts 
we’ve always done while exploring new ways 
to engage our community and create new 
memories together.

Our 2021 Cabaret will be a full day of winter-
themed activities for all!
• We’ll have outside games, gatherings 

around our fire rings, and food trucks.
• We’ll have inside crafts, music, and 

decorating for the holidays.
• We’ll have a food and gift drive for 

families in need.
• And mostly we’ll have each other—

catching up with familiar faces and 
meeting new friends.

Of course, Cabaret is still our largest 
fundraiser of the year. We’re holding tight 
to the well-loved silent auction, sprinkling 
in some live auction items, and a raffle 
opportunity for all, including kiddo treasures. 

The success of our 2021 Cabaret relies on 
you—community engagement is the heart of 
this event. FUS has many long-established 
groups and volunteer teams. What you can 
do to support our event this year is to use 
the strength of your group.

Here’s what your group can do:

• Create an auction basket with your 
group’s specific skill/interest area.

• Plan an event, learning opportunity, or 
other items for our silent auction.

• Of course, join our Cabaret volunteer 
team.

• We’d love to hear your ideas for the day.

I’m looking forward to seeing you all Saturday, 
December 11 (specific hours to come.)
Now is a great time to get information on 
donating to the auction, purchase tickets, and 
sign up to volunteer! Check out fusmadison.
org/cabaret, or contact me at cheryllm@
fusmadison.org. 
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WHEEL OF LIFE
Our hearts are with Maureen Muldoon and Scott Lothes as they mourn the death of 
Maureen’s father, Hugh Muldoon, on October 12. Hugh was a builder of community and 
a champion for peace, justice, and the environment and will be deeply missed by many.

We send our congratulations and best wishes to Deb and Sam Lawrence on the October 
9 wedding of their daughter Alix Lawrence to Cooper Campbell. Younger brother Reed 
Lawrence did a brilliant job officiating!

Congratulations to Kim and Kurt Stege on the birth of their grandchild, Astrid Allen 
Stege, who was born to Hans Stege and Morgan Allen on October 3. Congratulations also 
to big sister, Daphne, and Aunt Hope Stege! 

Janice and Martin Knapp-Cordes are celebrating the arrival of their grandchild, Fortier 
Cordes, on October 1. Everyone is doing well, and our happy grandparents are overjoyed 
with the amazing addition to their family!

We send our love to Sandi and George Wysock as they grieve the passing of Sandi’s father, 
Robert Henry Bassett, on September 28. Bob lived a life of courage and determination, 
kindness and generosity, and he will be forever missed by his wife, Bonnie, and their family.
 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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A MONTH OF SERVICES

NOVEMBER 6 & 7
LIFE PASSED THROUGH
THE FIRE OF THOUGHT
with Rev. Kelly Asprooth-Jackson, Co-Senior Minister

NOVEMBER 13 & 14

Choosing kindness is not always easy, and kindness 
cannot be compelled. Science tells us that there are many 
practical reasons why we want to be kind to ourselves and 
others. Yet sometimes, it is a struggle. This weekend, which 
includes World Kindness Day, we look at the difficulties 
of kindness in a complicated world and the reasons we 
choose, over and over again, to be kind. 

In-person Services on Saturdays @ 4:30 pm  &  Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

A REASON FOR KINDNESS
with Rev. Kelly J. Crocker, Co-Senior Minister

Online Service on Sundays @ 11 am   •   www.fusmadison.org

Logic and reason: the capacities of the human mind 
to examine, criticize, and grow in understanding about 
itself and the world. Our tradition has long celebrated 
and affirmed these qualities. Yet, each generation must 
also answer the question for itself: what does it mean 
to be a church of free-thinkers? How might we best 
practice a faith shaped by reason? 

“THE WORST LONELINESS IS NOT TO BE COMFORTABLE WITH YOURSELF. ” -MARK TWAIN
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Reason is one of the signal virtues of our tradition, and 
the scientific inquiry it makes possible has shaped the 
world we live in to a spectacular degree. Yet, the free 
criticism of thought and belief that we cherish is about 
much more than just cold logic. Please join us as we 
examine the tension between—and hopefully discover the 
intersection between—our dual religious commitments 
to freedom of thought and loving-kindness. In this 
service, we will also observe the annual Transgender Day 
of Remembrance (November 20).

REASONS TO BE GRATEFUL
with Rev. Kelly Crocker & Rev. Kelly Asprooth-Jackson

Following the Thanksgiving holiday, we will come together 
for one service, on Sunday, November 28, at 10 am. This 
will be a multi-generational time for sharing in gratitude as 
we offer our thanks for the gifts in our lives. Please join us 
as we share in thanksgiving and celebration.

*Only one service will be offered in person and online this 
weekend on Sunday, November 28, at 10 am. Join us for a 
virtual coffee hour online @ 11 am.

REASON AND ITS DISCONTENTS
with Rev. Kelly Asprooth-Jackson, Co-Senior Minister

“THE WORST LONELINESS IS NOT TO BE COMFORTABLE WITH YOURSELF. ” -MARK TWAIN

NOVEMBER 20 & 21

NOVEMBER 28*
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ALL OF WHO YOU ARE IS CELEBRATED HERE

CONTACT US

900 University Bay Drive
Madison, WI 53705

608.233.9774
www.fusmadison.org

@fusmadison

FUS MADISON

STAFF LEADERSHIP TEAM
Rev. Kelly J. Crocker, Co-Senior Minister
kellyc@fusmadison.org x.112
Rev. Kelly Asprooth-Jackson, Co-Senior Minister
kellyaj@fusmadison.org x. 113
Monica Nolan, Executive Director
monican@fusmadison.org x. 115

PROGRAM STAFF
Janet Swanson, Director Membership & Adult Programs
janets@fusmadison.org x. 124
Leslie Ross, Director Children’s Religious Exploration
leslier@fusmadison.org x. 119
Karen Anderson, Religious Exploration Program Staff
karena@fusmadison.org x. 129
Tim Cordon, Social Justice Coordinator
timc@fusmadison.org x. 125

MUSIC STAFF
Dr. Drew Collins, Music Director
drewc@fusmadison.org x. 121
Heather Thorpe, Children & Youth Choir Director
thorpeh2@gmail.com
Linda Warren, Assistant Music Director
linda.warren@tds.net

OPERATIONAL STAFF
Cheryll Mellenthin, Project Coordinator
cheryllm@fusmadison.org x. 130
Tom Miskelly, Facilities Manager
tomm@fusmadison.org x. 120
Dan Carnes, A/V & Event Specialist
danc@fusmadison.org
Steven Gregorius, Event Specialist
Brittany Crawford, Communications Director
brittanyc@fusmadison.org x. 117

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Alyssa Ryanjoy, President
Lorna Aaronson
Emily Cusic Putnam
Tom Dulmage
John McGevna, Secretary
Ann Schaffer
Creal Zearing

LAY MINISTERS
Our lay ministers provide a confidential, 
caring presence to congregants undergoing 
stressful life challenges or joyous occasions. 
Under the guidance of our called ministers, 
they promote the spirit of community 
through direct service in visiting the ill and 
healing, facilitating support groups, and 
more.
Contact a lay minister at 608.233.9774 x. 126


