
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
WHAT IS THE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN? The First Unitarian Society’s Stewardship Campaign is made 
up of hundreds of individuals’ pledges to give unrestricted gifts in the upcoming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1st. Together, these gifts are the primary funding source that ensures the support of our 
members and the critical work we have chosen to advance our mission in our community and the world. 

 
WHAT IS A PLEDGE? A pledge is your financial commitment to the well-being of this work for a 
fiscal year if an annual pledge, or for years to come, if a Sustaining Steward pledge. 

 
WHY DO WE PLEDGE? FUS is all of us. Each of our pledges, added together, assures the financial 
security that sustains both daily operations and our efforts to serve through our diverse array of 
programming. Pledges are the foundation that allows us to achieve the mission and goals we have 
undertaken. It is how we serve and commit to make a difference. Critical to those results, as well, is 
that our campaign pledges represent reliable income we can count on. 

IS PLEDGING A REQUIREMENT OF MEMBERSHIP? We expect that those who benefit from this 
community and participate in its activities will share in its financial upkeep. Some members and affiliates 
can afford to pledge more, some less, but we believe that everyone can make a meaningful contribution. 
We believe financial support should never be a barrier to full participation in our community life and 
invite you to contact one of our ministers if you are experiencing financial hardship. 

 
BEYOND PLEDGES, WHAT OTHER INCOME DOES FUS HAVE EACH YEAR? FUS has Contributed Income 
and Earned Income. Our pledges are the most significant source of the contributed income needed to 
operate and serve. Other sources in this category include events, unpledged gifts, offerings during our 
services and Legacy and Planned Giving gifts. We also receive Earned Income by sharing and renting our 
facilities, parking lot and properties with partners and other individuals in the community. 

 
WHAT IS A SUSTAINING STEWARD? This option lets FUS know we can count on your ongoing 
financial support beyond this fiscal year. Your Sustaining Stewardship giving can significantly impact 
the building of a clear, operating foundation. Simply check the Sustaining Steward box on your pledge 
form or on our online pledge option in any amount that works for you. We also know that 
circumstances change and that you’re able to change your dollar amount and duration anytime. 

 
HOW MUCH SHOULD I PLEDGE? Pledges vary based on income, expenses, and personal circumstance. 
The UUA’s Fair Share Giving Guidelines available on our website, fusmadison.org/stewardship is a 
helpful resource that provides recommendations for levels of giving based on your income and taking 
into account the needs of our Society. Each year our FUS expenses naturally increase, and we strongly 
encourage you to consider a notable increase from your last year’s pledge. 

 
HOW DO I MAKE A PLEDGE? While pledging online is our preferred method, we also have a pledge 
form you can download or pick up at FUS and mail to First Unitarian Society / Attn. Cheryll Mellenthin / 
900 University Bay Dr. / Madison, WI 53705. Please visit fusmadison.org/stewardship to pledge and 
set up payments online. 

 
HOW DO I PAY MY PLEDGE? When pledging online, you can set up recurring credit card or EFT 
payments. You can also pay by mailed check(s). If paying by stock, mutual fund, bond transfer, or a 
qualified charitable donation (IRA, donor advised fund, or 3rd party), please contact Cheryll Mellenthin, 
cheryllm@fusmadison.org. All payment options can also be found on the paper pledge form. 

http://www.fusmadison.org/stewardship

