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Dear Friends,

As we move through these first months of a new year, our hearts are filled with grief and gratitude. There
is so much joy within our community at this moment. We gather every weekend as a community of all
ages and watching our children interact with our elders is a constant source of gratitude and delight. We
know that we are also, personally and collectively, holding much grief and anger at what is happeningin
our country and in our world. We see you showing up in protest, in anger, and in hope. Every day, we find
ourselves inspired by the life and vitality in this community and in each one of you and how you are
meeting this moment.

This community is centered and grounded in love and deep belonging. We are committed to transforming
ourselves and society through radical welcome, deep listening, and compassionate, authentic
connection. In a world that often feels cruel and unjust, we envision a world fueled by love and justice.
This is the vision we hope to bring into being both in our community and the world. We see you ushering
this vision to life as you attend rallies and give to the Outreach Offering, when you look for newcomers at
services, and as you continue to participate in anti-racism work. We see it as you create for one another
a home away from home, a place to belong, a place where all are welcome. This vision has never felt
more important than it is now, and we give thanks for your commitment to our shared vision.

We continue to be amazed by the generosity that is within our community. We are grateful for the spirit of
abundance that has been present here for generations. In the past year, we have lost many of our long-
time members. Some arrived here in the 1950s, were married here by the late Rev. Dr. Max Gaebler,
raised their families here, celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, and ultimately their memorial services in
this community they so dearly loved. We miss them, their voices and smiles and stories, and their
devotion and commitment to First Unitarian Society.

The financial reality is that these members were many of our largest donors. For this year’s pledge
campaign, we are asking you to consider a 3% increase in your giving to honor their legacy and
continue to live our mission. In a time when so much of our world feels fractured and isolated, you are
helping create something profoundly countercultural: a community rooted in belonging, collective care,
and safety. A place where people are welcomed as they are, where joy and justice walk hand in hand,
and where love is practiced out loud. This is a gift we have received from those who came before, and we
know itis now our work to carry in this moment and into the future.

We are so deeply grateful to be on this journey and in this community with you.

With gratitude,
Rev. Kelly J. Crocker and Rev. Kelly Asprooth-Jackson



